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Legal principles of functioning of
higher education system in Ukraine

The article deals with analysis of basic legal gipfes of higher education functioning in Ukraifféne basic
model of university education, qualifications, stifc competence, the current state of educatiod the learning
process in Ukraine are discussed. A lot of scientiforks of native scientists are devoted to isafedevelopment of
higher education. They convinced that today, inb& socio-economic conditions of the national héghool has
some positive experience despite reforms in higldercation system.
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Introduction. Civilization changes in the world cause growth dfieation importance in social life
of a man. New civilization, life and activity of man become more knowledge-based and educationally
oriented. Nowadays progressiveness of any sodetgfined by a standard of person’s evolution. Tdgsor
is a driving force for further progress. In itsnuperson’s evolution is determined with education.

Latest sources and publications analysis. Higher education analysis as a factor of providing
prosperity and growth of a country was presentedvanks of Ukrainian scientists: V. Andrushchenko,
D. Bondarenko, I. Vakarchuk, V. Heiets, B. Danylsh T. Kaluzhna, V. Kremen, V. Kutsenko,
S. Nikolaienko and others.

Basic material. The legal basis for higher education (HE) in Ukeais set by the Constitution of
Ukraine, the laws of Ukraine on education, highgwaation, science and technical activity, the dbatgget
of Ukraine, the budget code of Ukraine, the labocode of Ukraine, the national doctrine for the
development of education and other legal actslfizdddition, numerous by-laws regulate the funétigrof
the HE system as a whole, as well as the operatidts specific sectors and units. These include: t
regulations by Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine (Ukrainp&liament), orders by the President of Ukraine,
regulations and orders issued by the Cabinet ofstéirs of Ukraine and orders and letters by theidttiy of
Education and Science, Youth and Sports of Ukrauerently, the draft law of Ukraine on higher edlion
is under review by the Cabinet of Ministries. Thenging changes in the above law encompass the key
developments of the Bologna Process: implementitigree-cycle system; granting greater autonomy to
universities; granting more rights to studentsf-gelvernance; supporting companies who employ grtes
improving the legal basis for independent exteasakessments and other issues.

There are four qualification levels in HE [4]:

- Junior specialist,

- Bachelor,

- Specialist,

- Master.

They cover the 1st and 2nd cycles of higher edocadccording to the Bologna Principles. Junior
Specialist (short term 1st cycle) is an educatigmaficiency level of higher education of a persamo, on
the basis of completion of secondary educatione(a®h or 11th year/form at school), has attained
incomplete (short-term) higher education, spedidissand knowledge sufficient to cope with tasksda
duties at a certain level of professional activijipulated for initial posts in a certain type esfonomic
activity. The normative period of training is framo and a half to three years. Persons with badier(9th
year/form at school) secondary education may siandghe educational and professional programmes of
junior specialist’s training, obtaining completesedary education at the same time. Bachelor (idekis
an educational-proficiency level of higher eduaatiof a person who, on the basis of completion of
secondary education, has attained basic higheraédoc fundamental and special skills and knowledge
sufficient to cope with tasks and duties at a @ertevel of professional activity (in economy, suie,
engineering, culture, arts etc.). The normativeqaeof training is four years (240 ECTS). The tragof
Bachelor specialists may be carried out accordinipé shortened programme of studies on the basieo
Junior Specialist level. Specialist (2nd cycle)ars educational-proficiency level of higher educataf a
person who, on the basis of the Bachelor degreeattained complete higher education, specialsséaitid
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knowledge sufficient to cope with tasks and dutdes certain level of professional activity (in romy,
science, engineering, culture, arts etc.). The atua period of training is one year (60 ECTS). Mag2nd
cycle) is an educational proficiency level of higleelucation of a person who has attained compigtesh
education, special skills and knowledge sufficientope with professional tasks and duties of iatioe
character at a certain level of professional astiin engineering, business management, pedagadgi,
etc.). The training of students at Master level by be carried out on the basis of the specialist. The
period of training is typically between one to arel a half years (60-90 ECTS). During the studigbe
Master level, students are required to write tfiaal thesis on a selected subject and presebeifble to
collect, analyse, summarise and communicate stadypaactical material; often knowledge of a foreign
language is also required. Specialist and Mastagrammes in fields such as medicine, dentistrygrugdry
medicine are carried out on the basis of complet®rsdary education within a period of five to seays
(300-360 ECTS). Higher education graduates are dadaqualifications of the appropriate educational
proficiency levels and are granted state diplonTd®e diploma is the state-recognised document which
serves as both an educational certificate and &egsional licence, confirming the attainment of the
appropriate higher educational level and qualificatof a 4 certain educational-proficiency leveh (a
academic degree in a field of study and specialifye law on higher education establishes the vialig
types of documents that confirm higher educaticalifjcations:

- diploma/qualification of junior specialist;

- diploma/qualification of Bachelor;

- diploma/ qualification of Specialist;

- diploma/ qualification of Master.

Research programmes (assigned to third cyclengkeimented in a «non-Bologna» format, beyond
the HE system:

— 1st stage: Aspirantura (postgraduate Doctoratgrpmme), on completion, the degree of a
Candidate of Sciences is granted (similar, butegoivalent to a PhD degree).

— 2nd stage: Doctorantura (post-Doctorate programoe completion, the degree of a Doctor of
Sciences is awarded.

Research programmes typically involve:

- conduct of original research, preparation andipulefence of a dissertation;

— supervisory procedures (by higher educationtuigdn, research institutions) and assessment (by
the Department of the Ministry);

— double status of research post-Doctorate progenstudents (students and early stage
researchers).

Following implementation mechanisms for the thiydle are currently being introduced:

— Doctorate study programmes including both tawghitrses (lectures, seminars and practical work)
and independent research;

— supervisory and assessment procedures for Doetsiadies;

- inclusion of Doctorate and post-Doctorate studirethe National Qualifications Framework and
linking it to learning outcomes;

— interdisciplinary Doctorate studies that factit@evelopment of transferable skills. The prirespl
of continuity and succession of training coursesiaaplemented in the second and the third cycles;

- Doctorate students, who have the status of lhattests and early stage researchers.

Some research programmes have been modernisedeinwith the Bologna Process [1]. For
example, a pilot PhD programme is offered at thdiddal University Kyiv Mohyla Academy. The
programmes at all levels, except post Doctorategnaromes, are full-time or parttime. Part-time
programmes have various formats: evening classmsespondence programmes, distance learning, e-
learning, mixed programmes.

The law of Ukraine on higher education establigbes levels of accreditation of HEIs:

— 1st accreditation level HEIs train Junior spesta]

- 2nd accreditation level HEIs train Junior spastaland/or Bachelors;

— 3rd accreditation level HEIs train Bachelors, ggksts and in certain professions (specialities)
Masters;

— 4th accreditation level HEIs train Bachelors, ciplists and Masters and offer postgraduate
Doctorate (Aspirantura) and post-Doctorate (Docttuesa) programmes.

There are six types of higher education institigi@dEls) in the Ukraine [2]:

- Universities have the 4th accreditation leveleyrimay be multi-disciplinary institutions (follow a
classical university model) or ‘branch’ institut®ifocus on some particular professional fieldexhmical,
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medical, agricultural, pedagogical, economics, &w). They act as leading research and methodalbgi
centres in both fundamental and applied research.

— Academies have the 4th accreditation level. Tdreyconcentrated on a specific area of knowledge
in which they also act as leading research and adetbgical centres in both fundamental and applied
research.

- Institutes have the 3rd accreditation level. Theg concentrated on a specific area of knowledge
in which they also conduct research and methodadbgesearch in both fundamental and applied fields
They may be independent or a sub-unit of a uniyeasiacademy.

— Conservatoires have the 3rd accreditation lelieky specialise in culture and arts, specifically
music. They also conduct research and act as lgadinires in the areas of their activity.

— Colleges have the 2nd accreditation level. Theyide training leading to the acquisition of
specific HE qualifications. They may also consétutub-units within HEIs with 3rd and 4th level
accreditation.

— Technical and Vocational Schools have the 1stllefaccreditation. They provide education and
training in several adjacent areas. They may atswtitute sub-units within HEIs with 3rd and 4tlvde
accreditation.

With respect to the ownership, Ukraine’s HEIs angded into public and private HEIs. Public
forms of ownership are: municipal and state owned.

State (public) higher education institutions (HEd$)the 4th accreditation level can be granted the
status of National HEI by the President of Ukrawtech results in greater funding of an institution.

The Ministry of Education and Science, Youth andr8p of Ukraine sets standards for higher
education, develops qualifications, organises aoddacts licensing and accreditation processes and
monitors educational processes and governance . HElevelops qualification requirements for dtaff
and determines recommendations for their workld@dee Ministry of Education and Science, Youth and
Sports of Ukraine approves the statutes and admigsiles of HEIs, drafted according to the Mini&ry
guidelines. In elections of heads of HEls, it apmmiand dismisses the nominees. It also awardeatad
status (Docent or Professor) to academic staff.gemeral trend is towards decentralisation, withdhm of
delegating a certain amount of authority and resjbdities to the HEIs. This will allow further
deconcentration or deregulation of the HE system.

General responsibility for HE administration lieghwthe Ministry of Education and Science, Youth
and Sports of Ukraine. HEIs that are subordinabedttier Ministries or were founded by municipa$tier
regional communities follow the rules and instrac# of the Ministry of Education and Science, Y oaitial
Sports of Ukraine, too. Regional and local autlhesitsupport and assist the Ministry of Educatiod an
Science, Youth and Sports of Ukraine with the impatation of its HE policies.

A Collegium — Colegia (advisory-consultative boayjerates under the Ministry of Education and
Science, Youth and Sports of Ukraine. The Rect@mincil (national level) and Rectors’ Regional Cailm
are self-governing consultative bodies. The sogaittners, local community groups and employers’
associations are involved in the design of HE pcadind reform of the HE sector. 3. Governing bodiethe
higher education institutions

HEIls are governed by a head, advisory and opesdtlmrdies and self-governing bodies (including
students’ self-governing bodies) [4]. The headroHEl (rector, president, director) is charged wvétbroad
range of functions and responsibilities for straegmanagement, finance, organisational stru@ndestaff.
The head represents the institution and reporissayperation externally. The Academic Board o+l —
the advisory (collegial) body — chaired by the hesggproves the budget and financial report; subthigs
statute and amendments to it for the approval ®fstif-governing body; approves curricula and byites;
adopts research plans; and votes on the appointaiestiairs, professors and other staff. The Academi
Board consists of the deputy heads of the HEI, sletlie chief accountant, the chairs of the seliegowng
bodies, elected representatives (teachers, profeaad academic chairs) and students’ represesgativ

The Supervisory Board of an HEI — the advisory légphl) body at national university level — is
responsible for civil control and cooperation wiiiliil society, the local community, employers, asaui,
politicians and the international community.

The operational bodies of an HEI include the rext®rdirectorate, pedagogical council, admission
board and others. The self-governing bodies of Bhikclude the employees’ conference, faculty cdlsnc
and students’ parliament etc.

HEIls are funded by the state budget via the MinistrEducation and Science, Youth and Sports of
Ukraine. Public sectoral HEIs subordinate to linmistries are funded by the state budget via thetive
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ministry. Municipal HEIs are funded by municipal dgets. Private HEIs are funded by their owners
(founders).

The Ministry of Education and Science, Youth anar&pof Ukraine, the Ministry of Economic
Development and Trade and the Ministry of Laboud &wcial Policy identify demand (state order) for
certain professions (qualifications) and allocat@nong statefunded HEIs. The budget for a speHliit is
calculated on the basis of the state order in d@ecae with the norms set by the Ministry of Edwatind
Science, Youth and Sports of Ukraine. Private Hiei:iot receive public funding.

Students who study under a state order do not pag. fAdditionally, full-time students who
demonstrate good academic achievements receivépendt (scholarship). There are various types of
stipends: academic, social and special. The amufuart ordinary academic stipend is stipulated leyl#w
of Ukraine on higher education. It depends on tiaification level programme and amounts to appfiX.

% to 70 % of the minimum living standard, whicHiied by the Regulation of the Cabinet of Ministefs
Ukraine. Students who do not study under a stadergray study fees on a contractual basis. Students
their parents, may obtain a loan from a private roa@ncial bank or a loan from the state to pay fairth
studies. Also, parents of students or working sttslmay claim tax relief.

The national system of quality assurance (QA) iplémented by means of licensing and
accreditation procedures carried out by the Departrfor Licensing and Accreditation of the Minisioy
Education and Science, Youth and Sports througlsthte Accreditation Commission, a network of etger

Thus, on the national level, quality assurance (@Aapplied to higher education as a whole and
consists of external and internal assessment ablitation of results. Some universities in Ukragentact
international accreditation agencies directly.

The law on higher education stipulates that all $HiBlust be licensed before they can offer tertiary-
level education programmes. To be granted a liceateHEI must meet the required standards set déy th
Ministry of Education and Science, Youth and Spoft&Jkraine, which relate to infrastructure, resms,
staff and programmes.

The accreditation procedures include the accréalitatf education programmes and the institutional
accreditation of HEIs. In order to have an educatmogramme accredited, an HElI must meet the
requirements of the HE standards. An HEI receivssitutional accreditation if at least two-thirdkits
educational programmes have been accredited.

The length, beginning, end and organisation ofat@&demic year are determined by the HEI and
depend upon the type of the programme, the modks dtlivery, the year of studies and other factdise
official beginning of the academic year in Ukraieel September, or the first weekday after 1 Sepéerif
this date falls on a weekend. There is no commah afrthe academic year. The academic year usually
consists of two terms (semesters) or occasionaiBetterms (trimesters), though a summer semesteoti
yet widespread. The length of a semester and adadeeraks may vary among HEIls. The length of the
examination period depends upon the programmelenchbde of its delivery.

Academic staff posts in HEIls include:

— within a chair (department): head of chair, pssf&, associate professor («docent»), senior teache
(lecturer), teacher, assistant teacher;

- in research laboratories: head, lead researsbeigr researcher, junior researcher.

Summary. Academic staff working for a chair (department) docts research activities, including
the writing and publication of academic papersparation of theses, supervision of students, ctenscy
etc. The fundamental research in HEIls is mainlydooted by research laboratories. In general, Ukrain
allocates 0,7 % of its GDP to fund R&D. HEIs aré\aty involved in various research programmeshlait
the national and international level. The researoink of young scientists is supported by the Peasid
grants, Cabinet of Ministries of Ukraine and otkemnolarships.

The importance of international cooperation is dexd in several Ukrainian laws and by-laws [2].
The order of the Ministry of Education and Scien¢euth and Sports of Ukraine «on implementation of
ECTS in Ukrainian HEIs» will ensure the diplomaaguition procedure and will facilitate student niii
Ukrainian HEIs take actively part in internatioraloperation. The efficiency of such cooperationetels
mainly on the capacity of an HEI and its staff (ledge of foreign languages, expertise and expegien
participation in international projects etc.). Asrwe, international cooperation is based on pastip
agreements signed by HEIs and is implemented aicgptd an annual plan. Cooperation activities dredrt
funding vary from case to case. As a rule, HElsanigg joint events, students’ exchanges, parteipat
joint research projects, prepare joint publicatietts Various international educational programaresopen
to Ukrainian HEIs; this ensures development of gut§ in line with HE strategy developments in
cooperation with HEIs all over the world. HEIs peigate in the following programmes: Tempus, Erasmu

73



Icmopuxko-npasosuii yaconuc. — 2015. — Nel (5)

Mundus, Jean Monnet, 7th Framework Programme (FFufjing and others. Numerous scholarships and
grants to study abroad and set up collaboratioangthen international collaboration between HEIs.
Currently, there are some joint programmes and a&dual services for foreign citizens. Many foreign
students are studying at Ukrainian HEIs. The mijasf foreign students study at the Kharkiv and\Kie
HElIs.
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SAunmmne H., IBanis O. IIpaBosi 3acagn gyHKIioHyBaHHS CHCTeMH BHINOI OCBITH B YKpaiHi. Y
JaHiid cTaTTi BUKJIAJCHO OCHOBH NMPABOBUX NPWHIMIIIB (YHKI[IOHYBaHHS CUCTEMH BHIIOI OCBITH B YKpaiHi.
Takox po3risgarOThCsl OCHOBHI MOJEIl YHIBEPCHUTETCHhKOI OCBITH, KBajidikallii, HayKOBI KOMIICTEHIIIT,
CY4acHUH CTaH PO3BHUTKY OCBITH Ta OpraHi3allil0 HaBYaJLHOTO mpouecy B YkpaiHi. [IuTaHHIO PO3BUTKY
BHUIIOi OCBITH MPUCBAYCHO 0araTo HayKOBUX Ipallb BITYM3HSHUX BYCHUX, SIKi MEPEKOHAHI, 110 ChOTOJHI B
HOBHX COLIQJIbHO-€KOHOMIYHHMX YMOBaX BITYM3HSHA BHINA IIKOJAa MAa€ IIEBHUI MO3MTUBHMH JIOCBIJ,
HE3BaKAIOYM Ha Te, IO CHCTeMa OCBITH YKpainu nepeOyBae Ha erami pedopmyBaHHsS. DyHKIIOHYBaHHS
CHCTEMH BHIIOI OCBITH B YKpaiHi Opi€HTOBaHO Ha 3arajbHOEBPOICHCHKI HOPMH OpraHizamii OCBITHBOI
TISTTEHOCTI, a caMe, TMPUHHATTS OJHAKOBHX OCBITHHO-KBaTi(iKAI[iHHUX pPIBHIB MiATOTOBKH; KpPEIUTHO-
moxyabpHy cuctemy (ECTS)mporiecy HaBYaHHS 1 OLIHIOBaHHS 3HaHB CTYAEHTIB. B mizomy, Ykpaina Buiise
0,7%cBoro BBII, mo06 ¢inancyBaTi HayKOBi JOCTIKEHHs Y BUILIN MIKOMi. By3u akTuBHO OepyTh y4acTb y
Pi3HUX HAYKOBO-IOCITiAHMX IMporpaMax siKk Ha Hal[ilOHAJILHOMY, TakK i Ha MDKHAPOAHOMY piBHi. YKpaiHCBKi
BHIII HABYAJIHHI 3aKJIaIH aKTUBHO OE€pPYTh YIacTh Y MIXKHAPOIHOMY CITiBPOOITHHIITBI.

Kuro4oBi cj1oBa: BHIla OCBiTa, BUIII HABYAILHI 3aKJIa/iv, KBaidikaliliHi piBHI, peryIIOYi OpraHH,
JICH3YBaHHs, HABYAJIbHUN PiK, HABYAJILHUH NIEpCOHAI, MiXXHAPOHE CIiBPOOITHULTBO.

Aunmma H., UBanms O. IlpaBoBble npuHOMNGI (YyHKIMOHHPOBAHHME CHCTEMbl BbICHIETO
o0pasoBanume B YKpauHe. B 1aHHONH cTaTbe MNpEACTaBICHBI OCHOBBI IIPABOBBIX IPHHIMIIOB
(YHKLIIMOHUPOBAHUSL CHCTEMBI BBICIIEIO 00Opa3oBaHUs B YKpauHe. Takke paccMaTpUBalOTCS OCHOBHBIC
MOJIEJIN YHUBEPCUTETCKOTO 00pa3oBaHue, KBATU(PHUKALUHT, HAyYHbIe KOMIIETEHIINH, COBPEMEHHOE COCTOSIHUE
pa3BUTHs O0pa30BaHMS M OpPraHM3AlMIO Y4eOHOro mporecca B YKpauHe. Bompocy pa3BUTHS BBICIIEro
00pa3oBaHMs IOCBSIIEHO MHOI'O HAay4yHbIX TPYJOB OTEUECTBEHHBIX YYEHBIX, KOTOpBIE YOEXIEHBI, 4TO
CerofHs B HOBBIX COLUAJIBHO-3KOHOMHYECKUX YCIOBHUAX OTEUYECTBEHHAs] BBICIIAs LIKOJA MMEEeT
OTIpECIICHHBIN MMOJIOKHUTENbHBIN OIBIT, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO cHcTeMa 00pa3oBaHHUsA YKpauHbl HAXOJUTCS Ha
sTamne pepopMupoBanusi. OyHKIMOHUPOBAHUE CHCTEMBI BBICIIET0 00pa30BaHuE B YKpauHE OPUEHTUPOBAHO
Ha OOIEeBPONEHCKUE HOPMBI OpraHM3alluM OOpa30BaTEIIBHONW JESITENbHOCTH, a HMMEHHO, IpUHSITHE
OJMHAKOBBIX 00pa30BaTeIbHO-KBATH(PUKALMOHHBIX YPOBHEH MOJATOTOBKH; KPEAUTHO-MOIYJIBHYIO CUCTEMY
(ECTS)nporuecca o0yueHus 1 OLICHUBAaHUs 3HaHUI CTyqeHTOB. B menom, Ykpauna Beigenser 0,7% cBoero
BBII, 4t00bl (pMHAHCHPOBATHL HAYYHBIC HCCIICAOBAHHSA B BBICIICH INKOjE. By3pl aKTHBHO y4YacCTBYIOT B
Pa3IMYHBIX HayYHO-HMCCIEA0BATENBCKUX MpOrpaMMax Kak Ha HAIMOHAJIBHOM, TaK M Ha MEXIyHApOIHOM
YpOBHE. YKpawHCKHE BBICIIME y4eOHBIC 3aBEICHUSI NMPUHUMAIOT AaKTUBHOE YYacTHE B MEXIyHapOJHOM
COTPYIIHUUYECTBE.

KnioueBble cioBa: Bbiciee 0Opa3oBaHME, BBICIINE y4eOHBIE 3aBEACHUS, KBATM(HKAIOHHBIC
YPOBHH, PETYIUPYIOIIUE OPraHbl, JUIECH3UPOBaHMUE, YUEOHBIH roJ, YUeOHBIH MEepCOHaN, MEXIYHapOIHOE
COTPYIIHUUYECTBO.
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