BonunaCchkuit nepxaBHuit yHiBepcuTeT iMeHi Jleci Yikpainku

CamocriiiHa podoTta
3 aHIJIIChKOI MOBH
s ctynenTiB [-ro, I1-ro kypcis
1ICTOPUYHOTO (PaKyJIbTETY
cueriaiapHocTl «IlomiTomorisy

Yxknagadi:

I'enz C.®.—

KaHI. QiIoJI. HAayK, 3aB. Kadeapu
1HO3€MHHX MOB I'yMaHiTapHUX
crenialbHOCTER

BAY im. Jleci Ykpainkuy;

Pyas H. O.—

BYMTENb aHMTIHCHKOT MOBH
3araJbHOOCBITHBOI IKOJIH Ne 23
M. Jlynpka

JIyusk — 2006



VJIK 811.111 (075.8)
BBK 81.432.1 - 923
Cc17

Yrnaoaui:
I'enz C.®. -
KaH[. Qinoi. HayK, 3aB. Kadeapu
1HO3eMHIX MOB T'yMaHITapHUX
cneuiansHocteit BAY im. Jleci Ykpainku;
Pyas H. O. -
BYHTEIb aHTITIHCHKOT MOBH
3arajibHOOCBITHBOT IKOIU Ne 23 M. Jlynbka

Peyenzenmu: Maxkcumuyk H. M. —
3aBimyBad Kadeapu MPaKTHKH iHO3EMHUX
MOB, KaHAUAAT QITOJIOTIYHIX HAYK,
npodecop BommHCHKOTO IHCTUTYTY
E€KOHOMIKH Ta MEHEIKMEHTY
Konsna E. K-
KaHIuAaT (ioIoriuHUX HAYK, JOLEHT
KaeApH MPaKTUKU aHTJIIHCHKOI MOBH
BoJIMHCBKOTO JIepKaBHOTO YHIBEPCHTETY
imeHi Jleci Ykpainku

MeroauyHa po3poOka 3 aHTJIHCHKOI MOBH MICTHUTh JI00IpKY TEKCTIB 3
TOJIITOJIOTIT Ta BIPaBH 10 HUX.

Jlnist cTyAEHTIB mepioro i Apyroro KypciB JEHHOI Ta 3a04HOi (hopmu
HABYAHHS ICTOPUYHOTO (DaKyJIBTETY.



Preface

This manual is intended for the individual work of the students of
the first and second years of study majoring in “political science”.

The purpose of the book is to familiarize the students with the
present system of government in Ukraine, Great Britain and the USA,
and the work of their most well-known political leaders.

This manual contains texts intended for the improvement of
various skills, such as reading, comprehension and oral expression.

In the book there are also various exercises which we hope will
help the students to increase their knowledge of English grammatical
structures and professional vocabulary.



The State

A state is a form of human association distinguished from
other social groups by its purpose, the establishment of order and
security; its methods, laws and their enforcement; its territory,
the area of jurisdiction or geographic boundaries and, finally, by
its sovereignty.

The history of the state began in ancient Greece. Plato and
Aristotle wrote of the polis, or city-state, as an ideal form of
association in which the whole community’s religious, cultural,
political and economic needs could be satisfied. The city-state
was seen by Aristotle as the means of developing morality in
human character. The Greek idea corresponds more closely to the
modern concept of the nation, whereas the Roman res publica, or
commonwealth, is more similar to the modern concept of the
state. The res publica was a legal system whose jurisdiction
extended to all Roman citizens, securing their rights and
determining their responsibilities.

It was not until the 16th century that the modern concept of
the state emerged in the writings of Niccolo Machiavelli (Italy)
and Jean Bodin (France). Machiavelli gave prime importance to
the durability of government, focusing on the strength of the
ruler. For Bodin, rule must comply with morality to be durable.

It created a climate for the ideas of 17th-century reformers
like Locke in England and Rousseau in France. Rousseau
considered that the state owed its authority to the general will of
the people. For him, the nation was sovereign and the law was
none other than the will of the people as a whole. Influenced by
Plato, Rousseau recognized the state as the environment for the
moral development of humanity.

For Locke, the state began with the need for protection.
Locke said that the state is the social contract by which
individuals agree not to infringe on each other’s rights to life,
liberty and property.



The 19th-century German philosopher Hegel saw the state as
the culmination of moral action, where freedom of choice had led
to the unity of the rational will.

In the 20th century concepts of state ranged from anarchism,
in which the state was considered to be unnecessary and even
harmful, to the welfare state, in which the government was held
to be responsible for the survival of its members.

Ex. 1. Answer the following questions:

1. What does the term “state” imply?

2. Where did the history of the state begin?

3. What is a polis?

4. What is the difference between the Greek and the Roman
ideas of the state?

5. When did the modern concept of the state emerge?

6. Who gave prime importance to the durability of
government?

7. What 17th-century reformers do you know about?

8. How did Hegel develop the idea of freedom in the state?

9. What is anarchism?

10. What do you know about the welfare state?

Ex. 2. Translate into Ukrainian:

To distinguish, law, geographic boundaries, community, to
satisfy, citizen, modern, government, morality, to consider,
environment, need, protection, to infringe, will, culmination,
rational, harmful, unnecessary, responsible.

Ex. 3. Translate into English:

HepxaBa, CyBepeHITET, CTapoJaBHiW, pecryOJlika, BHU3HA-
yaTh, NONIOHWN, yroma, 3aKOHOJABCTBO, IIpaBO, O0OOB’SI30K,
pO3BUBATH, 3aXWINAaTH, BIajga, BHOIp, cBOOOMA, CTBOPIOBATH,
M IKOPSATHUCS, BIACHICTh, aHAPXi3M, ITOHSTTS.



Ex. 4. Match the following pairs of phrases:

1. Aristotle believed that | a) from anarchism to the welfare

state.
2. Machiavelli thought b) the state was the culmination
that of moral action, where freedom of

choice had led to the unity of the
rational will.

3. Bodin stated that c¢) rule must comply with the
morality to be durable.
4. Locke said that d) the state owed its authority to

the general will of the people.

5. Rousseau proposed that | e) the city-state was the means of
developing morality in the human
character.

6. Hegel considered that | f) prime importance should be
given to the durability of

government.
7. Twentieth-century g) the state is the social contract
concepts of the state by which individuals agree not to
ranged infringe on each other’s rights to

life, liberty and property.

Ex. 5. Make sentences using the following words and word
combinations:
1. Ancient Greece / the history / began / of the state / in.
. Wrote / of polis / Plato and Aristotle.
3. An ideal form / is / of association / the city-state / for
Aristotle.
4. A legal system / was / the res publica.



5. Emerged / in the 16th century / of state / the modern
concept.
6. Prime importance / gave / Machiavelli / of government /
to the durability.
7. The state / recognized / as the environment / Rousseau /
of humanity / for the moral development.
8. A climate / of the 17th-century reformers / created / it / for
the ideas.
9. Begins / for Locke / for protection / with the need / the state.
10. Concepts / ranged / in the 20th century / to the welfare state /
from anarchism / of state.

Monarchies

The ancient distinctions that could be made between monarchies,
tyrannies, oligarchies, and constitutional governments, as well as most
other traditional classifications of political systems, do not correspond
very accurately to modern political realities. A king may be a
ceremonial dignitary, as in the parliamentary democracies of Western
Europe, or he may be an absolute ruler, as in one of the emerging
states of North Africa, the Middle East, or Asia. In the former case his
duties may be little different from those of an elected president in
many republican parliamentary regimes; in the latter, his role may be
much the same as that of countless dictators and strongmen in
autocratic regimes throughout the less-developed areas of the world. It
may be said of the reigning dynasties of modern Europe that they
have survived only because they never possessed or else failed to
retain effective governing powers. Royal lines have survived only in
those European countries in which royal power was greatly reduced
prior to the 20th century, or in which royal absolutism had never
firmly established itself. More apparently successful dynasties, such
as the Hohenzollerns in Germany, the Habsburgs in Austria-Hungary,
and the Romanovs in Russia, which continued to rule as well as to



reign at the opening of the 20th century, paid with the loss of their
thrones.

Today in countries such as Great Britain, the Netherlands and
Denmark, the monarch is the ceremonial head of state, an
indispensable figure on all major official occasions and a symbol of
national unity and of the authority of the state, but he/she is almost
entirely without power. The monarchy in the parliamentary
democracies of modern Europe has been reduced to the status of a
dignified institutional facade behind which the functioning
mechanisms of government — cabinet, parliament, ministers, and
parties — go about the tasks of ruling.

The 20th century has also seen the demise of most of the
hereditary monarchies in the non-Western world. Thrones have
toppled in Turkey, in China, in most of the Arab countries, in the
principalities of India, in the tribal kingdoms of Africa, and in several
countries of Southeast Asia. The kings who maintain their position do
so less by the claim of legitimate blood descent than by their appeal as
popular leaders responsible for well-publicized programs of national
economic and social reform or as national military chieftains. In a
sense, these kings are more like ‘monocrats’ than monarchs, and their
regimes are little different from other forms of one-man rule found in
the modern world.

Ex 1. Answer the following questions:

1. Is the ancient distinction between monarchies, tyrannies,
oligarchies and constitutional governments very descriptive of
contemporary political life?

2. What duties does a monarch have in the parliamentary
democracies of Western Europe?

3.  What duties does he (she) have in emerging states of North
Africa, the Middle East or Asia?

4. Why have the reigning dynasties of modern Europe
survived?

5. In what countries have royal families survived? Why?

6. Why were the most successful German, Austrian and
Russian royal dynasties fated to lose their thrones?



7. Are the contemporary monarchs of Great Britain and
Netherlands without power?

8.  Why can some kings outside Western Europe considered to
be monocrats rather than monarchs?

Ex. 2. Translate into Ukrainian. Make sentences of your own with
the following word combinations:

Ancient distinction, absolute ruler, emerging states, republican
parliamentary regime, countless dictators, reigning dynasty,
ceremonial head of state, national unity, to pay with the loss of their
thrones, demise of hereditary monarchies, principalities of India,
tribal kingdom, ceremonial dignitary, absolute ruler, royal absolutism.

Ex. 3. Make sentences with the following words and word
combinations:

1. No longer /of political life / traditional classifications / of
political systems / are / very descriptive.

2. An absolute ruler / may be / in emerging states / may be / a
king / of Asia.

3. Today / the ceremonial head of state / the monarch / is / in
Great Britain.

4. The monarch / a symbol / is / of national unity / in
Netherlands.

5. The demise / of the hereditary monarchies / has seen / the 20th
century / of the non-Western world.

6. Thrones / in Turkey and China / in the 20th century / toppled.

Oligarchy

In the Aristotelian classification of government, there were two
forms of rule by the few: aristocracy and its debased form, oligarchy.
Although the term oligarchy is rarely used to refer to contemporary
political systems, the phenomenon of non-responsible rule by small
groups has not vanished from the world. Many of the classical
conditions of oligarchic rule were found until recently in those parts



of Asia in which governing elites were recruited exclusively from a
ruling caste — a hereditary social grouping set apart from the rest of
society by religion, kinship, economic status, prestige, and even
language. In the contemporary world, in some countries that have not
experienced the full impact of industrialization, governing elites are
still often recruited from a ruling class — a stratum of society that
monopolizes the chief social and economic functions in the system.
Such elites have typically exercised power to maintain the economic
and political status quo.

The simple forms of oligarchic rule associated with pre-
industrial ~ societies are, of course, rapidly disappearing.
Industrialization produces new, differentiated elites that replace the
small leadership groupings which once controlled social, economic,
and political power in the society. The demands of industrialization
lead to recruitment on the basis of skill, merit, and achievement rather
than on the basis of inherited social position or wealth. New forms of
oligarchic rule have also made their appearance in many advanced
industrial societies. Although governing elites in these societies are no
longer recruited from a single class, they are often not subjected to
effective restraints on the exercise of their power. Indeed, in some
circumstances, the new elites may use their power to convert
themselves into a governing class whose interests are protected by
every agency of the state.

Oligarchic tendencies of a lesser degree have been detected in all
the great bureaucratic structures of advanced political systems. The
growing complexity of modern society and its government thrusts
ever greater power into the hands of administrators and committees of
experts. Even in constitutional regimes, no fully satisfactory answer
has been found to the question of how these bureaucratic decision
makers can be held accountable and their powers effectively
restrained without, at the same time, jeopardizing the efficiency and
rationality of the policy-making process.

Ex. 1. Answer the following questions:

1. What were two forms of rule by the few in the Aristotelian
classification of government?
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2. Is the term “oligarchy” often used to refer to contemporary
political systems?

3. Has the phenomenon of irresponsible rule by small groups
vanished from the world?

4. Where were many of the classical conditions of oligarchic
rule found until recently?

5. What caste were governing elites recruited from in some
countries of Asia?

6. Are the simple forms of oligarchic rule associated with pre-
industrial societies disappearing now?

7. Have new forms of oligarchic rule appeared in many
advanced industrial societies recently?

8. How may the new elites use their power?

9. Have some oligarchic tendencies been detected in the great
bureaucratic structures of advanced political systems?

Ex. 2. Ask questions for which the following sentences provide
answers:

1. There were two forms of rule by the few in the Aristotelian
classification of government.

2. The term “oligarchy” is rarely used in contemporary political
systems.

3. The phenomenon of irresponsible rule by small groups has
not vanished from the world.

4. In some countries governing elites were recruited exclusively
from a ruling caste.

5. A ruling class is a stratum of society that monopolizes the
chief social and economic functions in the political system.

6. The simple forms of oligarchic rule are rapidly disappearing.
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Democracy

Democracy literally means “rule by the people” (from the Greek
demos, “people”, and kratos, “rule””). The term has three basic senses
in contemporary usage: (1) a form of government in which the right to
make political decisions is exercised directly by the whole body of
citizens, acting under procedures of majority rule, usually known as
direct democracy; (2) a form of government in which the citizens
exercise the same right not in person but through representatives
chosen by and responsible to them, known as representative
democracy; and (3) a form of government, usually a representative
democracy, in which the powers of the majority are exercised within a
framework of constitutional restraints designed to guarantee all
citizens the enjoyment of certain individual or collective rights, such
as freedom of speech and religion, known as liberal, or constitutional,
democracy.

Modern concepts of democratic government were shaped to a
large extent by the ideas and institutions of medieval Europe, notably
the concept of divine, natural, and customary law as a restraint on the
exercise of power. Highly significant was the practice by European
kings of seeking approval of their policies — including the right to levy
taxes — by consulting the different “estates”, or group interests, in the
realm. Gatherings of representatives of these interests were the fore-
runners of modern parliaments and legislative assemblies. The first
document in which such concepts and practices can be observed is the
Magna Carta of England, granted by King John in 1215.

Also of fundamental importance were the profound intellectual
and social developments of the Enlightenment and the American and
French revolutions, notably the emergence of concepts of natural
rights and political equality. Two seminal documents of this period
are the American Declaration of Independence (1776) and the French
Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen (1789).

Representative legislative bodies, freely elected under (what
eventually became) universal suffrage, became in the 19th and 20th
centuries the central institutions of democratic governments. In many
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countries, democracy also came to imply competition for office,
freedom of speech and of the press, and the rule of law.

Numerous authoritarian and totalitarian states, notably the
communist nations of the 20th century, adopted outwardly democratic
governments that nonetheless were dominated by a single authorized
party without opposition. States with Marxist ideologies asserted that
political consensus and collective ownership of the means of
production (i.e., economic democracy) were sufficient to ensure that
the will of the people would be carried out.

Ex. 1. Answer the questions:

1. What does the term “democracy” literally mean?

2. What are the basic meanings of the word “democracy”?

3. What ideas and institutions were modern concepts of
democratic government shaped by?

4. What gatherings were the fore-runners of modern parliaments
and legislative assemblies?

5. What was “the Magna Carta”?

6. When was the American Declaration of Independence
adopted?

7. What bodies became the central institutions of democratic
government in the 19th and 20th centuries?

8. What governments did numerous authoritarian and totalitarian
states adopt?

9. What did states with Marxist ideologies assert?

Ex. 2. Translate into English:

1. CydvacHi KOHIEMIIl AEMOKPAaTHYHOTO ypsiay CPOpMYyBaUC
ITiJ] BIUTMBOM iJIel cepeTHhOBIYHOT €BpoITH.

2. Cy4acHi mapjaMeHTH Ta 3aKOHOJaB4i 300pH IMOXOMSATH Bij
300piB Mpe/ICTABHUKIB Pi3HUX MPOIIAPKiB HACETICHHSI.

3. ®panmysbka /[leknapaumis mpaB JIIOJUHA Ta TPOMaAsSHUHA
Oyuna npuitHsaTa y 1789 poi.

4. 3akoHOMaBYl OpraHu, 10 OOUPAIKCS Ha 3arajibHUX BHOOpAX,
cramu y IXI — XX cTOMTTAX OCHOBHHUMHU OpraHaMu JI€MOKPaTUYHUX

YPAIIB.
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5. llpencraBHunbka AeMoKkparis — Ie (opma ypsmy, y SKii
TPOMAJISTHN 3IHCHIOIOTh CBOE TIPABO NMPHUIMATH TIOJMITHYHI PIIICHHS
Yepe3 MpeICTaBHUKIB, 110 00MPAIOTHCSI HAPOJIOM i € BiJMOBiAaIbHUMHU
nepesa HUM.

Ex. 3. Complete the sentences:
Democracy literally means...
Direct democracy is...
Representative democracy is...
Constitutional democracy is...
The Magna Carta was granted by ...
. ...became the central institutions of democratic governments
in the 19th and 20th centuries.
7. In many countries democracy also came to imply...
8. Outwardly democratic governments in authoritarian and
totalitarian states adopted were dominated by...
9. States with Marxist ideologies asserted...

ANl o e

Constitutional Government

Constitutional government is defined by the existence of a
constitution — which may be a legal instrument or merely a set of
fixed norms or principles generally accepted as the fundamental law
of the policy — that effectively controls the exercise of political power.
The essence of constitutionalism is the control of power by its
distribution among several state organs or offices in such a way that
they are each subjected to reciprocal controls and forced to cooperate
in formulating the will of the state. In the contemporary world
constitutional governments are generally democracies, and in most
cases they are referred to as constitutional democracies or
constitutional-democratic systems, in that they combine constitu-
tionalism and democracy.

In all such systems, political parties are key institutions, for they
are the agencies by which majority opinion in a modern mass
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electorate is mobilized and expressed. Indeed, the history of the
political party in its modern form coincides with the development of
contemporary constitutional-democratic systems. The essential
functions of political parties in a constitutional democracy are the
integration of a multitude of interests, beliefs, and values into one or
more programs or proposals for change and the nomination of party
members for elective office in the government. In both functions, the
party serves as a link between the rulers and the ruled, in the first case
by allowing the electorate to register an opinion on policy, and in the
second, by giving the people a chance to choose their rulers. Of
course, the centralized, autocratically-directed, and ideologically
orthodox one-party systems of totalitarian regimes perform neither of
these functions. The two major types of constitutional democracy in
the modern world are exemplified by the United States and Great
Britain. The United States is the leading example of the presidential
system of constitutional democracy; Britain (although its system is
sometimes referred to as a cabinet system, in recognition of the
Cabinet in the government) is the classic example of the
parliamentary system. The U. S. presidential system is based on the
doctrine of the separation of powers and distinguishes sharply
between the personnel of the legislature and of the executive, whereas
the British parliamentary system provides for the integration or fusion
of legislature and executive. In the U. S. system the separation of
legislature and executive is reinforced by their separate election and
by the doctrine of checks and balances that provides constitutional
support for routine disagreement between the branches; in the British
system the integration of legislature and executive is reinforced by the
necessity for their constant agreement, or for a condition of
“confidence” between the two, if the normal processes of government
are to continue. In the U. S. system reciprocal controls are provided
by such devices as the presidential veto of legislation, the Senate’s
role in ratifying treaties and confirming executive nominations,
congressional appropriation of funds and the executive ability to
declare war, and judicial review of legislation; in the British system
the major control device is the vote of “no confidence” or the
rejection of legislation that is considered vital.
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Ex. 1. Answer the questions:

1. What is constitutional government defined by?

2. What is “a constitution”?

3. What is the essence of constitutionalism?

4. What forms of government does the contemporary political
systems combine?

5. What is the role of political parties in such systems?

6. What political institution serves as a link between the rulers
and the ruled?

7. What countries are the two major types of constitutional
democracy exemplified by?

8. What doctrine is the U.S. presidential system based on?

9. What devices are reciprocal controls provided by in the U. S.
system?

10. What is the major control device in the British system?

Ex. 2. Complete the sentences:

1. The essential functions of political parties in constitutional
democracy are...

2. The U. S. is the leading example of...

3. Inthe U. S. system the separation of legislature and executive
is reinforced by...

4. Britain is the classic example of...

5. In the British system the integration of legislature and
executive is reinforced by...

6. The essential functions of political parties in constitutional
democracy are...

7. ...perform neither of these functions.

8. British political system is sometimes referred to as...
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Ex. 3. Complete the text with the words and word combinations
from the box:

the will of the majority, framework; exemplify, institutionalization; an
absolute ruler; to have nothing in common, fusion; symbol of unity;
presidential and parliamentary systems; an institutional facade;
emerging states; separation, a ceremonial dignitary; to integrate a
multitude of interests, a link; elective office; lacking in power, strata
of society; an indispensable figure; proceed hand in hand; legal
instrument

It is commonplace in the contemporary world that political
systems with the same type of governmental machinery often function
differently. Therefore it is very important that the work of the analyst
investigating governmental structures should ... with the close
examination of the actual facts of the political process.

Within the ... of the same governmental structure some
institutions can play roles of entirely opposite significance. Thus
parliament may be an effective part of a political system, or may be
just... . A constitution may be a ..., affecting the political life
profoundly, or it may ... with the facts of political processes, being
just a piece of paper. Functions of a monarch may vary from ... under
autocratic regimes of the ... in Africa and Asia to ..., who is
considered ... in all great official occasions in Europe. In Great
Britain, for example, the Queen provides a historically valid ... — a
sort of ... between all ..., though entirely ... .

In contemporary constitutional democracies ... is expressed in
free elections and ... of political parties. Their essential functions are

. into programs and to nominate party members for ... in the
government. The U. S. and Great Britain ... the two major types of
constitutional democracy: ... respectively. While the U. S presidential
system is based on the principle of ... of legislative and executive
powers the British parliamentary system provides for their... .
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Ex. 4. Make the sentences of words and word-combinations:

1. Defined / by the existence of / constitutional government / is /
a constitution.

2. Constitutionalism / the contemporary / combine / political
systems / and democracy.

3. Alink/ serves as / the party / the rulers / between / the ruled /
and.

4. Britain / the classic example of / is / the parliamentary system.

5. Separation of powers / is based on / the U.S. presidential
system / the doctrine of.

6. The fusion / the British parliamentary system / of legislature /
provides for / and executive.

7. Vital / in the British system / the rejection / is considered / of
legislation.

8. Constitutional governments / democracies / are / in the
contemporary world / generally.

9. The agencies / are / political parties / majority opinion / by
which / mobilized and expressed / is.

10. Referred to / sometimes / the British political system / is as a
cabinet system.

Dictatorship

Dictatorship is a form of government in which one person or a
small group possesses absolute power without effective constitutional
limitations. The term dictatorship comes from the Latin title dictator,
which in the Roman Republic designated a temporary magistrate who
was granted extraordinary powers in order to deal with state crises.

With the decline and disappearance in the 19th and 20th centuries
of monarchies based on hereditary descent, dictatorship became one
of the two chief forms of government in use by nations throughout the
world, the other being constitutional democracy. Rule by dictators has
taken several different forms. In Latin America in the 19th century,
various dictators arose after effective central authority had collapsed
in the new nations recently freed from Spanish colonial rule. These
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caudillos, or self-proclaimed leaders, usually led a private army and
tried to establish control over a territory before marching upon a weak
national government. Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna in Mexico and
Juan Manuel de Rosas in Argentina are examples of such leaders.

Later 20th-century dictators in Latin America were different.
They were national rather than provincial leaders and often were put
in their position of power by nationalistic military officers, as was
Juan Peron of Argentina. They usually allied themselves with a
particular social class, and attempted either to maintain the interests of
wealthy and privileged elites or to institute far-reaching left-wing
social reforms.

In the new states of Africa and Asia after World War 11, dictators
quickly established themselves on the ruins of constitutional arrange-
ments inherited from the Western colonial powers that had proved
unworkable in the absence of a strong middle class and in the face of
local traditions of autocratic rule. In some such countries, elected
presidents and prime ministers captured personal power by estab-
lishing one-party rule and suppressing the opposition, while in others
the army seized power and established military dictatorships.

The communist and fascist dictatorships that arose in various
technologically advanced countries in the first half of the 20th century
were distinctively different from the authoritarian regimes of Latin
America or the postcolonial dictatorships of Africa and Asia. Nazi
Germany under Adolf Hitler and the Soviet Union under Joseph Stalin
were the leading examples of such modern totalitarian dictatorships.
The crucial elements of both were the identification of the state with a
single mass party and of the party with its charismatic leader, the use
of an official ideology to legitimize and maintain the regime, the use
of terror and propaganda to suppress dissent and stifle opposition, and
the use of modern science and technology to control the economy and
individual behaviour. Soviet-type communist dictatorships arose in
central and eastern Europe, China, and other countries in the wake of
World War II, though most of them (as well as the Soviet Union
itself) had collapsed by the last decade of the 20th century.

The two systems, however, may be distinguished in several ways.
Fascism, in its National Socialist form, was primarily a
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counterrevolutionary movement that mobilized middle- and lower
middle-class groups to pursue nationalistic and militaristic goals and
whose sole principle of organization was obedience to the Fiihrer. By
contrast, Soviet Communism grew out of a revolutionary theory of
society, pursued the goal of revolutionary overthrow of capitalist
systems internationally, and employed the complex bureaucratic
structures of the Communist party as mechanisms of governmental
organization. Western constitutional democracies have provided
examples of another type of contemporary dictatorship. In the 20th
century, during times of domestic or foreign crisis, even most
constitutional governments have conferred emergency powers on the
chief executive, and in some notable cases this provided the
opportunity for duly elected leaders to overthrow democracy and rule
dictatorially thereafter. The proclamation of emergency rule, for
example, was the beginning of the dictatorships of Hitler in Germany,
Benito Mussolini in Italy, Kemal Atatiirk in Turkey, Jozef Pilsudski
in Poland, and Anténio de Oliveira Salazar in Portugal.

Ex. 1. Answer the following questions:

1. What is the origin of the term “dictatorship”?

2. What forms of government very typical in the world in the
19th and 20th centuries?

3. What features characterized the 19th-century dictators of
Latin America?

4. Were the later 20th-century dictators in Latin America
different?

5. Were the communist and fascist dictatorships different from
the postcolonial dictatorships of Africa and Asia?

6. What were the crucial elements of the communist and fascist
dictatorships?

7. What theory did Soviet Communism grow out of?

8. What dictatorships do you know about?

Ex. 2. Complete the following sentences:

1. Dictatorship is a form of government...
2. The term “dictatorship” comes from...
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3. In the 19th and 20th centuries dictatorship became...

4. ...dictators were national rather than provincial leaders.

5. ...dictatorship were distinctively different from the
authoritarian regimes of Latin America.

6. The proclamation of emergency rule was the beginning of the
dictatorships of...

Ex. 3. Make questions related to the italicized words:

1. In the 19th and 20th centuries dictatorship became one of the
two chief forms of government.

2. After World war II dictators quickly established themselves on
the ruins of constitutional arrangements.

3. In some countries presidents and prime ministers captured
personal power by establishing one-party rule.

4. Fascism was primarily a counterrevolutionary movement.

5. Soviet Communism grew out of a revolutionary theory of

society.

The System of Government of Ukraine

Ukraine is a sovereign state. The Declaration of Ukrainian
Independence was proclaimed on August 24, 1991 by the
Ukrainian Parliament. Our state consists of 24 regions and one
autonomous republic, the Crimea.

The Ukrainian government consists of the legislative,
executive and judicial branches. Each of them exercises its
authority within the limits prescribed by the Constitution and in
accordance with the laws of Ukraine. The sole organ of
legislative authority in Ukraine is the Parliament — the Supreme
Rada of Ukraine. According to the Declaration only the Supreme
Rada can speak on behalf of the whole Ukrainian people. No
political party, public organization or separate person has the
right to do so. The Declaration states that Ukraine guarantees the
supremacy of its Constitution throughout the territory of the
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country. The sequence of events by which Ukraine moved from
the adoption of the Declaration of the State Sovereignty to the
adoption of its Constitution was complicated.

In June 1996 the Supreme Rada adopted the new Constitution
of Ukraine. According to it Ukraine is a parliamentary republic
with a president as head of state.

The highest legislative body is the Supreme Rada. It is a one-
chamber parliament, which is presided over by the Speaker. It is
made up of 450 national deputies who are elected by secret ballot
for a five-year term. To be elected a deputy, an individual must
be a citizen of Ukraine, must have attained at least the age of 21
years and must have resided in Ukraine for at least five of the
previous years.

The head of state is the President, who is elected by the
citizens of Ukraine for a five-year term. He cannot be elected for
more than two terms. The President is the highest official of the
Ukrainian state, vested with supreme executive authority. He
exercises it through the government, the Cabinet of Ministers
which is accountable to him, and through a system of central and
local organs of state executive authority. The highest organ
within the system of the executive authority is the Cabinet of
Ministers. The head of the Cabinet of Ministers is the Prime
Minister, who is appointed by the President of Ukraine upon the
consent of more than one-half of the deputies of the Supreme
Rada of Ukraine.

The Constitutional Court, the Supreme Court and regional
courts constitute the judicial branch of the government.

Now Ukraine has entered a new phase of its development; it
is a democratic state, ruled by the law.

Ex. 1. Answer the following questions:

1. When was the Declaration of Ukrainian Independence
proclaimed?

2. What branches does the government consist of?

3. What is the sole organ of legislative authority?
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4. When did the Supreme Rada adopt the new Constitution of
Ukraine?

5. Who can be elected a deputy?

6. What term is the President of Ukraine elected for?

7. Can the President of Ukraine be elected for more than two
terms?

8. Who is the Prime Minister appointed by?

9. What institutions make up the judicial branch?

10. What is the Cabinet of Ministers?

Ex. 2. Match the pairs:

authority €IMHUI OpTaH

in accordance with Ta€EMHE TOJOCYBaHHS

sole organ 3a0e3nedyBaTh
BEPXOBEHCTBO

on behalf of OyTH MiA3BITHUM

secret ballot BlIaga

to ensure supremacy Jep>KaBHUN
CyBepeHiTeT

to be accountable 3T1/IHO 3

one-chamber OQHOMAJATHUHI

state sovereignty Big iMeHi

Ex. 3. Complete the following text using the words and word
combinations provided in the box:

Laws executive five years judicial the President
development the Cabinet of Ministers  legislative
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The Ukrainian government is made up of three branches: ...,

which consists of the Supreme Rada, ... , headed by the
President, and ... , which is represented by the Constitutional
Court, the Supreme Court and regional courts. ... is the head of

state of Ukraine. He is elected for a term of ... with no more than
two full terms.

The Supreme Rada’s main function is making ... . It adopts
the state budget and supervises its implementation. ... is the
highest body of the executive power. It carries out the enacting of
the Constitution, as well as the acts of the President, and carries
out national programs on the economic, technological and
cultural ... of Ukraine.

Ex. 4. Make sentences using the following words and word
combinations:

1. A sovereign state / Ukraine / is.

2. Consists / the Ukrainian government / of three branches.

3. The Parliament / the sole organ / in Ukraine / is / of
legislative authority.

4. The new Constitution / in June 1996 / of Ukraine /
adopted / the Supreme Rada.

5. Is / the Supreme Rada / of legislative power / the highest
body.

6. 450 National Deputies / of Ukraine / the Supreme Rada /
consists of.

7. Is/ of the state / the head / the President.

8. A five-year term / is / the President / for / elected / by the
citizens / of Ukraine.

9. Supreme executive authority / is vested / the President /
with.

10. A new phase / now / has entered / of its development /
Ukraine.
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The Constitution of Ukraine

The Constitution of Ukraine was proclaimed and confirmed
on June 28, 1996 by the Supreme Rada. On the basis of it Ukraine
is a sovereign, independent, and democratic state, based on the
rule of law. Ukraine is a unitary state with single citizenship.

The national language of Ukraine is Ukrainian. The national
symbols of our country are the National Emblem, the national
flag and the national anthem of Ukraine. The National Emblem is
a golden trident on a blue shield. The national flag is in the form
of a rectangle with two equal horizontal stripes, the upper blue
and the lower golden yellow.

The land, air, space, mineral resources, water and other
resources are the property of the Ukrainian people. Ukraine is a
republic. The people are the only source of power, which is
exercised directly and through the national and local
governments. The Constitution of Ukraine is the foundation of
the country’s political system, its laws, its freedoms and the
duties of its citizens.

According to the Constitution every person has the right to
the free development of his or her personality, but also has
obligations before society.

The Constitution guarantees the right to life, non-interference
in private and family life, personal inviolability and the
inviolability of one’s dwelling, free choice of residence, work,
vacation time, education, social security, housing, health
protection, medical care and medical insurance, and a safe and
healthy environment. There are no privileges or restrictions based
on race, skin colour, political or other beliefs, gender, ethnic or
social origin, property ownership, position, place of residence,
language or religion.

All citizens have equal constitutional rights and freedoms
and are equal before the law. Citizens of Ukraine perform mili-
tary service in compliance with the law.

The defence of the homeland and respect for the state
symbols are duties of all citizens. Every individual must pay
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taxes punctually and in the amount determined by the law. No
person may damage the environment or anything which forms a
part of the nation’s cultural heritage.

Ex. 1. Answer the following questions:

When was the Constitution of Ukraine proclaimed?
Is Ukraine a unitary state?
What are the state symbols of our country?
Can you describe the national flag of Ukraine?
Who is the only source of power in our country?
Are all Ukrainian citizens equal before law?
What does the Constitution of Ukraine guarantee?
What are the rights of the citizens of Ukraine?
What are their duties?

10. Are there any privileges or restrictions based upon the
colour of skin, gender or language?

A e A il

Ex. 2. Translate into English:

1. 3ringno 3 Konctutyniero VYkpaiHa € CyBEpEeHHOIO,
HE3QJIC)KHOI0 1 JeMOKpaTH4YHOIO JepkaBor. 2. HamioHanbHUH
rep0 — 1e 30m0Tui TpusyO Ha OmakuTHOMY Tii. 3. HamioHanpHUN
Mpanop — MOJOTHO 3 OJAKUTHOIO Ta 30JI0THCTO-)KOBTOK CMYTaMH.
4. KoHCTUTYLIIS € OCHOBOI 3aKoHIB kpainu. 5. KoxHa nroguHa
Ma€ MpaBo Ha BITBHHUI PO3BUTOK ocobuctocti. 6. KoxxHa monmHa
Mae 00OB’SI3KM Tepen CycHinbcTBOM. 7. 3axucT baTbkiBmIMHM —
000B’ 30K rpoMaJisH YKpaiHu.

Ex. 3. Make sentences using the following words and word
combinations:

1. On June 28, 1996 / was proclaimed / of Ukraine / by the
Supreme Rada / the Constitution of Ukraine.

2. Of Ukraine / the state language / Ukrainian /is.

3. The only source / in Ukraine / the people / are / of power.
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4. The right / of his or her personality / every person /
according to the Constitution / has / to free development.

5. Rights and freedoms / equal / have / all citizens.

6. In compliance / perform / citizens of Ukraine / with law /
military services.

7. Must / every person / taxes / pay.

8. The environment / no person / may / and cultural
heritage / damage.

9. Before society / has / obligations / every person.

10. Establishes / of Ukraine / the Constitution / the country’s
political system.

Ex. 4. Ask questions for which the following sentences
provide answers:

The Constitution of Ukraine was adopted by the Supreme
Rada of Ukraine on June 28, 1996.

1. The Constitution consists of fifteen chapters.

2. The Constitution of Ukraine is the highest legal authority.

3. Chapter One of the Constitution is about the general
principles of Ukrainian statehood.

4. Chapter Two is devoted to the human rights and freedoms
of the citizens of Ukraine.

5. Every person has the right to freedom of thought and
speech.

6. The state places a number of duties upon its citizens.

Mykhailo Hrushevsky — the first President of Ukraine

Mykhailo Hrushevsky was born in 1866. His father was an
inspector of public schools in the northern Caucasus. He made it
possible for his son to gain an excellent education. Mykhailo
Hrushevsky graduated with honours from a classical academic
secondary school in Tbilisi. He completed his education at the
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University of Kyiv under the supervision of the prominent
Ukrainian historian Volodymyr Antonovych.

At that time a chair of Ukrainian history was founded at the
Lviv University in Galicia (then part of the Austro-Hungarian
Empire). Antonovich recommended his best student Hrushevsky
to be a teacher at the University.

Beginning in 1894, the young scholar read a general course
of Ukrainian history which became his life’s work. He wrote that
he traced events in Ukraine from the history of the Kyiv Rus and
to his own time, on a national-state foundation.

While in Lviv, Hrushevsky created a strong school of history,
teaching such distinguished scholars as Ivan Kripiakevych and
Myron Korduba.

The first of ten volumes of Hrushevsky’s “History of
Ukraine-Rus” appeared in print in 1898. The year before that, he
became the president of the Shevchenko Research Society. In the
roughly twenty years of his presidency, he edited 112 volumes of
the “Society’s Papers” dealing with various subjects of Ukrainian
studies.

Jointly with Ivan Franko, Volodymyr Hnatiuk and Osyp
Makovei Hrushevsky launched the publication of “Literaturno-
Naukovy Visnyk”, which brought writers from different parts of
Ukraine together.

Along with his scholarliness, Hrushevsky engaged in
energetic political activity. He was among the leaders of the
National Democratic Party of Halychyna (1899), the Association
of Ukrainian Progressives (1908), the Ukrainian Party of Socialist
Revolutionaries and the President of the Central Rada (1917 —
1918). In 1919 he emigrated to Austria, from where he then
moved to Prague. In 1924 the Ukrainian government permitted
him to return to Kyiv to continue his research work.

Mykhailo Hrushevsky died in 1934.

Ex. 1. Answer the following questions:

1. When was Mykhailo Hrushevsky born?
2. What was his father’s profession?
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3. What did Mykhailo Hrushevsky do after graduating from a
classical academic secondary school?

4. Where did Hrushevsky create a strong school of history?

5. When did Hrushevsky’s “History of Ukraine-Rus” appear
in print?

6. How long was Mykhailo Hryshevsky the President of the
Shevchenko Scientific Society?

7. When did M. Hrushevsky become the President of Central
Rada?

8. What country did he emigrate to in 1919?

Ex. 2. Write which events correspond to each of these dates:
1894 1919 1866 1917 - 1918 1924 1899 1908

Ex. 3. Complete the following sentences:
1. M. Hrushevsky’s father was
a) a doctor;
b) an inspector of public schools;
c¢) a famous writer.
2. M. Hrushevsky graduated from a classical gymnasium in
a) Kyiv;
b) Prague;
¢) Thilisi.
3. Hrushevsky completed his education at Kyiv University
under the guidance of
a) Volodymyr Antonovych;
b) Ivan Kripyakevych;
¢) Volodymyr Hnatyuk.
4. Mykhailo Hrushevsky became the President of the
Shevchenko Scientific Society in
a) 1889;
b) 1897;
c) 1898.
6. In 1919 the first President of Ukraine emigrated to
a) Poland;
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b) Austria;
c¢) France.

Ex. 4. Ask questions for which the following sentences provide
answers:

1. Mykhailo Hrushevsky was born in 1866 in the family of an
inspector of public schools.

2. Mykhailo Hrushevsky studied under the supervision of the
prominent Ukrainian historian Volodymyr Antonovych.

3. Mykhailo Hrushevsky worked as a teacher at the
University of Lviv in Galicia.

4. The exhaustive study of Ukrainian history was Mykhailo
Hrushevsky’s lifetime work.

5.”Literaturno-Naukovy Visnyk” wunited writers from
different parts of Ukraine.

6. Mykhailo Hrushevsky died in 1934.

Ex. 5. Make questions related to the italicized words:

1. Mykhailo Hrushevsky received his education in a
classical academic secondary school.

2. In 19th century Galicia was a part of the Austro-
Hungarian Empire.

3. Mykhailo Hrushevsky studied in Thilisi.

4. The first of ten volumes of Hrushevsky’s “History of
Ukraine-Rus” appeared in print in /898.

5. M. Hrushevsky was the President of the Shevchenko
Scientific Society.

Ukraine’s International Relations

Ukraine has close relations with many countries in the world.
It sets direct contacts with many foreign countries signing
agreements and treaties. Nowadays the political life is giving
fresh grounds for the relations of mutual understanding between
Ukraine and the USA, Great Britain, Canada and other
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countries. The reason for the new type of relations is that many
countries want to have broader economic ties with Ukraine.

A lot of Ukrainians emigrated to the USA, Canada, Great
Britain, Australia and other countries of the world in different
times. The Ukrainian nation had lost a great number of its sons
and daughters during the tragic and disputable years of its
history. It is known that every third Ukrainian lives beyond his
native land. The greatest number of people of Ukrainian ancestry
(almost 2 million) live in the USA, one million live in Canada,
30,000 in Great Britain and 40,000 in Australia.

A large Ukrainian immigration to Great Britain began in
1947. The greatest part of them living in England, reside in such
cities as Nottingham, Lancashire, Coventry and Manchester. The
biggest social organizations of Ukrainian immigrants are the
Union of Ukrainians in Great Britain and the British Ukrainian
Society.

Cultural relationships with Ukraine are being preserved by
the international Slavonic Society. Immigrants in Great Britain
are also organized into communities.

They are doing their best to help their homeland. In 1947 the
Association of Ukrainians in Great Britain was founded. It is the
biggest social association in Western Europe. Since Ukraine
gained its independence in 1991 representatives of the association
have participated in all the important political events. It set up an
Assistance Fund for Ukraine, and donates money to various
important causes. It has given assistance to the Central Scientific
Library of the Academy of Sciences in Kyiv. It has also promoted
assistance to Ukrainian students in British universities.

Many Ukrainians outside Ukraine are interested in the life of
the land of their forefathers. The main goal of the Ukraine
Society (the Society for Cultural Relations with Ukrainians
Abroad) is to preserve their mother tongue and culture for
themselves and for their children. The Ukraine Society lays a
strong foundation for humanitarian, cultural and tourist contacts
between our country and Ukrainian ethnic groups abroad. At
present the Society maintains cultural, scientific and business ties
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with all Ukrainians who live abroad but want to have contacts
with Ukraine, irrespective of their political views or religion.

Ex. 1. Answer the following questions:

1. How many Ukrainians live outside their homeland?

2. Where do most of the Ukrainian emigrants live?

3. What are the biggest social organizations of Ukrainian
immigrants in Great Britain?

4. When was the Association of Ukrainians in Great Britain
founded?

5. What is the biggest social association in Western Europe?

6. What Fund does the Association of Ukrainians in Great
Britain have?

7. What kind of assistance do such organizations promote for
Ukraine?

8. What programme does the Ukraine Society include?

Ex. 2. Match the following phrases:

to set up direct contacts KOXEH TpeTil
agreements and treaties HagaBaTU JOIIOMOTY
mutual understanding peaKu

economic ties YTOJU Ta JOTOBOPHU
every third MPOXKUBATH

strong foundation OCHOBHA MeTa

to reside BCTAHOBIIIOBATH MPSAMI 3B’ A3KH
community €KOHOMIiYHi 3B’ SI3KH
assistance fund B3a€EMOPO3YMIHHS

to promote assistance 30epiratu pigHy MOBY
forefathers ®doHJ 1oTIOMOTH
main goal MiI[Ha OCHOBa
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to preserve the mother | rpomana, cminbHOTa
tongue

Ex. 3. Ask questions for which the following sentences provide
answers:

1. Ukraine has close relations with many countries in the
world.

2. The greatest part of Ukrainian immigrants lives in the
United States.

3. In 1947 the Association of Ukrainians in Great Britain was
founded.

4. Many Ukrainian immigrants are interested in the life of
the land of their forefathers.

5. The main goal of the Ukraine Society is to preserve their
mother tongue and culture for themselves and for their children.

Ex. 4. Ask questions in relation to the italicized words:

1. Many Ukrainians emigrated to the USA, Canada, Great
Britain, Australia and other countries.

2. The mass Ukrainian immigration to Great Britain began in
1947.

3. 40,000 Ukrainians live in Australia.

4. The biggest social organizations of Ukrainian immigrants
are the Union of Ukrainians in Great Britain and the British
Ukrainian Society.

5. The Ukrainian emigrants do their best to help their
homeland.

Ex. 5. Replace the infinitive in brackets with the correct tense
form:

Now Ukraine (to be) a sovereign state. Ukraine (to be) a
member of the United Nations and (to participate) in the work of
many international organizations. We (to have) economic ties
with Canada, the USA, Great Britain and other countries. Many
foreign embassies (to operate) in Kyiv. Scientific and cultural
cooperation (to be) very important. We (to exchange) students
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and teachers with Canada and the USA. Ukrainian orchestras, pop
and opera singers and ballet dancers (to be) warmly received in
foreign countries. Many tourists (to visit) Ukraine every year.

We (to have) several political projects with the United States
and Canada. Large plants such as the Cherkasy joint-stock
company “Azot” and the Gorlivka chemical plant “Stirol” (to
sell) their products on the international market.

Many people who (to be) Ukrainians by origin (to live)
abroad but (not to lose) their connection with Ukraine.

Ukraine as a member of the Council of Europe

Ukraine’s entrance into the Council of Europe was a natural
development and one for which history prepared the way.
Ukraine has always been part of Europe both in geographical and
political terms.

In May 1949 the Coucil of Europe was established by ten
founding countries (Belgium, Great Britain, Denmark, Ireland,
Italy, Luxemburg, Netherlands, Norway, France and
Switzerland). Thirty European countries including Ukraine have
now become members of this organization. Thus the Council of
Europe changed from a closed western European organization
into one of the most authoritative and representative
organizations of the world.

It was on September 26, 1995 that the Council of Europe’s
Parliamentary Assembly voted in favour of Ukraine’s admission
into its ranks and on November 10, 1995 the Coucil of Europe
Committee of Ministers formalized the membership of our
country by a special declaration. It is significant that it happened
on the same date that the United Nations adopted the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights in 1948.

As a member of Council of Europe, Ukraine takes part in the
solution of the problems which are on the agenda of the
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Community — in particular problems of a humanitarian, legal, or
economic nature.

Within the framework of Council of Europe no fewer than
one hundred conventions and agreements have been concluded
among the member states. One example is the Convention on the
Protection of the Human Rights and Basic Liberties, which was
signed in Rome in 1950. By virtue of this, Ukraine received
access to the European Court on Human Rights in Strasbourg, a
significant achievement of civilization.

The nations of the world consider Ukraine’s activities within
the Council of Europe to be an important factor in European
security and development.

Ex. 1. Answer the following questions:

1. Was Ukraine’s entrance into the Council of Europe a
natural process?

2. When was the Council of Europe established?

3. What were the founding countries?

4. How many countries are members of the Council of
Europe now?

5. When did Ukraine become the member of the Council of
Europe?

6. Did the Council of Europe Committee of Ministers
formalize the membership of our country on November 10, 1995?

7. What document was signed in Rome in 1950?

8. How does the world view the activity of Ukraine within
the Council of Europe?

Ex. 2. Complete the following sentences:

1. Ukraine has always been...

2. In May 1949...

3. The Council of Europe changed from...

4. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights was adopted
on...

(9]

. Being a member of Council of Europe, Ukraine...
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9. Within the framework of Council of Europe...
10. By virtue of the Convention on the Protection of the
Human Rights and Basic Liberties, Ukraine...

Ex. 3. Make up questions for the following answers:

1. In May 1949.

2. Belgium, Great Britain, Denmark, Ireland, Italy, Luxem-
bourg, Netherlands, Norway, France and Switzerland.

3. Thirty European countries.

4. It was on September 26, 1995.

5. The Convention on the Protection of the Human Rights
and Basic Liberties.

The System of Government of Great Britain

The United Kingdom is a constitutional monarchy, which
means that the sovereign reigns but does not rule. The continuity
of the English monarchy has been interrupted only once, in
1649 — 1659, during the Cromwell republic. Succession to the
throne is hereditary but only for Protestants in the direct line of
descent. The monarch has a number of roles and serves formally
as the head of state, the head of the executive, legislative and
judicial branches, the commander-in-chief of the armed forces
and the “supreme governor” of the Church of England. The
monarch is expected to be politically neutral and is not to make
political decisions. In fact, he/she acts on the advice of the
Ministers and cannot make laws, impose taxes or spend public
money. In this sense, contemporary Britain is governed by Her
Majesty’s Government in the name of the Queen. Nevertheless,
the monarch still performs some important executive and
legislative duties including opening and dissolving Parliament,
signing bills which have been passed by both Houses, holding
audiences with the Prime Minister and fulfilling international
duties as the head of state.
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The monarch, in contrast to politicians, is a permanent part of
the British political system and therefore often has a greater
knowledge of domestic and international politics. The present
sovereign is Queen Elizabeth II, who was crowned in
Westminster Abbey in 1953. Arguments against the monarchy as
a continuing institution in British life maintain that it is out-of-
date, too expensive and undemocratic, while those who support
the monarchy suggest that it has developed and adapted to
modern requirements and that it demonstrates stability, is not
subject to political manipulation and performs an important
ambassadorial function in Britain and abroad. In general, the
British public shows considerable affection for the Royal family.

Ex. 1. Answer the following questions:

1. What does the term “constitutional monarchy” mean?

2. When was the continuity of the English monarchy
interrupted?

3. What roles does the monarch perform?

4. Is the monarch expected to be politically neutral?

5. Can the monarch make laws?

6. What executive and legislative duties does the monarch
perform?

7. Who is the present sovereign of Great Britain?

8. Where and when was she crowned?

9. Does the British public like the Royal Family?

Ex. 2. State whether the following statements are true or false
and correct the false ones:

1. The United Kingdom is an absolute monarchy.

2. The continuity of the English monarchy has never been
interrupted.

3. Cromwell’s republic lasted for ten years.

4. The monarch is the Commander-in-chief of the armed
forces.
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5. The monarch has the right to impose taxes and spend
public money.

6. Britain’s Queen fulfils international duties as the head of
state.

7. Temporary politicians have often a greater knowledge of
domestic and international politics than the monarch.

Ex. 3. Replace the infinitives in brackets by the correct tense
forms:

The United Kingdom (to be) a monarchy: the head of state
(to be) the Queen.

There (not to be) any significant revolutionary movement in
Britain. The monarchy (to survive) but (not to have) power.
Parliament (to establish) its rights in the seventeenth century
when power gradually (to pass) to the ministers.

The powers of the Queen (not to be) defined precisely. In
practice, the sovereign (to reign) but (not to rule).

Formation of the Government. The Cabinet

The party which wins the most seats in a general election
forms the government in Britain. The leader of the winning party
becomes prime minister. As leader of his political party and
leader of the country, the prime minister is powerful because he
generally has the support of a majority in the House of Commons
and can choose his ministers and government. The committee of
ministers chosen by the prime minister is called the Cabinet,
which is made up of a selection of representatives from the House
of Commons and occasionally some members of the House of
Lords. Each member of the Cabinet is a minister responsible for a
government department: for example, the Secretary of State for
Education and Science is responsible for all the schools,
universities and teachers in Britain. It is the Cabinet which in
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reality runs the country. Its meetings are held in the Prime
Minister’s office at his residence at 10 Downing Street. The
Cabinet works as a team and all ministers must accept the
decisions of the group. The ministers must always agree in
public, because they are collectively responsible for the decisions
they make. If one minister cannot agree with all the others, he
usually resigns from the Cabinet. Cabinet meetings are held in
private and the details of their proceedings must remain secret for
at least 30 years.

Margaret Thatcher tried to change this Cabinet style and was
finally forced to resign when the other ministers did not agree
with her. Cabinet ministers cannot do as they please, however.
They are responsible to Parliament and must answer questions of
backbenchers in the House of Commons. Even the Prime Minister
must answer questions every Tuesday and Thursday in the
Commons — this is called Prime Minister’s Question Period.
Everyone wants to know what has been decided behind the closed
doors of the Cabinet Room.

Ex.1. Answer the following questions:
. Why are Prime Ministers powerful?
. Who is the Cabinet made up of?
. Where does the Cabinet meet?
. Are the Cabinet meetings held in private?
. What did Margaret Thatcher try to do?
. Why was Mrs. Thatcher forced to resign?
. Whose questions must Cabinet ministers answer?
. When must the Prime Minister answer the questions?
What is this time called?
9. What does every Englishman want to know?

OO\]O\UI-PUJI\J'—‘

Ex. 2. Complete the following sentences using the suitable
words and word combinations from the text:

1. The party which wins the most seats in the general
election forms ... in Britain.

2. The leader of the winning party becomes...
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3. The Prime Minister chooses...

4. ...runs the country.

5. The team of ministers must always agree in public
because...

6. If a minister cannot agree with all the others he usually...

7. ...is responsible for all the schools and universities in
Britain.

8. Cabinet ministers are responsible to Parliament and
must...

Ex. 3. Translate into Ukrainian:

Powerful, majority support, government department, the
Secretary of State for Education and Science, to resign from the
Cabinet, at least, backbencher, to run the country, a committee of
ministers, senior, to be forced, to make up, to accept, the
decisions of the group, in public, in private, Prime Minister’s
Question Period.

Ex. 4. Ask questions for which the following sentences provide
answers:

1. The leader of the winning party becomes Prime Minister.

2. Prime Ministers are powerful because they usually have
majority support in Parliament.

3. The committee of ministers is called the Cabinet.

4. The details of Cabinet meetings must remain secret for at
least 30 years.

5. Margaret Thatcher was forced to resign because the other
ministers could not agree with her.
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Parliament

The United Kingdom is a unitary, not a federal, state. All
four countries of the kingdom are represented in the Parliament,
which is the supreme legislative organ. Parliament first met in the
13th century. Britain does not have a written Constitution, but
rather a set of laws. In 1689 Mary II and William III became the
first constitutional monarchs. They could rule only with the
support of the Parliament. Technically, Parliament is made up of
three parts: the Monarch, the House of Lords and the House of
Commons.

The monarch performs some important executive and
legislative duties including opening and dissolving Parliament,
signing bills passed by both Houses and fulfilling international
duties as the head of the state.

Parliament consists of two separate chambers: the House of
Lords and the House of Commons. The House of Lords is made
up of hereditary and life peers. The House of Commons consists
of 646 members. Although the Upper House is larger in
membership — 724 members have the right to attend the sittings —
nearly all the legislation is initiated in the House of Commons
and presented to the Lords for approval. This is little more than a
formality, however, for the powers of the House of Lords are
strictly limited. Members of the House of Commons are elected,
as a rule, at a general election. A general election must be held at
least every five years. The party which wins sufficient seats
forms the government; its leading members are chosen by the
Prime Minister to fill ministerial posts. The party which wins the
second largest number of seats becomes the official Opposition.

Parliament’s main functions are debating, passing legislation
and examining the actions of the government. Most of this work
is carried out through a system of debates which is much the
same in both Houses, except that in the House of Commons all
speeches are addressed to the Speaker, who is elected at the
beginning of each new Parliament to preside over the House. The
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government party sits on the Speaker’s right while the members
of the Opposition sit on his left.

The Parliamentary session begins in November and, with
recesses during holiday periods, lasts for about one hundred and
sixty days.

Ex. 1. Answer the questions:
1. Is the United Kingdom a unitary or a federal state?
2. What is the supreme legislative organ?
3. What chambers does the British Parliament consist of?
4. Which chamber is larger in membership?
5. How are the members of the House of Commons elected?
6. How often must a general election be held?
7. What party forms the government?
8. What are the Parliament’s main functions?
9. When is the Speaker elected?
10.When does the Parliamentary session begin?

Ex 2. Translate into Ukrainian:

Parliament is the seat of greatest authority in Britain.
Parliament first met in the 13th century and its powers developed
gradually. Britain does not have a written constitution, but rather
a set of laws:

1215: the nobles forced King John to accept the Magna
Carta.

1264: the first Parliament of nobles met.

1689: the Declaration of Rights was adopted. Mary II and
William III became the first constitutional monarchs. They could
rule only with the support of the Parliament. Since then the power
of Parliament has grown under a number of Acts of Parliament.

Ex. 3. Translate the following expressions into English. Make
sentences of your own with them.

VYHiTapHa JAep)kXaBa, BEpXOBHHMH 3aKOHOJABUMWA OpTaH,
CXBaJ€HHs, OCHOBHI (YyHKIIii, MPOMOBa, CYBOPO OOMEXEHUH, 5K
MpaBujIo, BUKOHYBaTH, Jnebaru (mosiemika), KOPOJIIBCTBO,
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BiABiMyBaTH, 3araibHi BHOOpPHW, OMO3MWINSA, TPUBATH, CECid
MapJIaMeHTy.

Ex. 4. Replace the infinitives in brackets by the correct tense
forms:

The British Parliament (to consist) of two houses, the House
of Commons and the House of Lords. The members of House of
Lords (not to be) elected. Until the reforms of 1999, most of them
(to inherit) their seats from their fathers, people with titles. The
House of Commons (to have) 646 seats. Members of Parliament
who (to be) elected by the British public (to occupy) these seats.
The Queen, the head of the state, (to open) and (to close) the
Parliament.

Political Parties of Great Britain

Until 1920 the two main parties were the Conservatives and
the Liberals, but during the period following the First World War,
the Labour Party replaced the Liberals as the second main party.

The Conservative Party is the party that was traditionally
supported by the wealthy classes. More recently it has sometimes
been called “the party of business directors”. The Conservatives
are still often called by their old name of Tories by which they
have been known since the late seventeenth century. The
Conservatives and their allies were opposed to major changes in
society; they upheld private enterprise and freedom from state
control. The Labour Party believed actively in the pursuit of
greater social and economic equality. In foreign affairs its
members have been more “internationalists” than “nationalists”.

After its defeat in 1920 the Liberal Party began to decline
and by 1950 it seemed to have lost all political influence, but it
has wusually been supported by at least one-tenth of the
population.

43



Since 1945 the Conservatives and the Labour Party have
been in power by turns. In 1964 the fourth Labour government
was elected with a very small majority over the Conservatives.
The situation forced the government to exercise a very cautious
policy on all main issues of home as well as foreign policy. There
were no radical changes. The precarious position of the Labour
government forced the Prime Minister, Mr. Harold Wilson, to
hold new elections in 1966. The Labour Party succeeded in
getting a large majority of votes. However, the Labour
government couldn’t carry out its election promises. It was
defeated in 1970 when a Conservative government was returned.
The Conservatives were in office until 1998 when the Labour
Party under Tony Blair was elected.

The Liberal Democrats, the third most powerful party in
Great Britain (formed in 1988 by an alliance between the Liberals
and the Social Democrats), went into the election declaring that
they alone could unite the nation but they failed. Their manifesto
differed little from that of the Tories.

The other political parties of Great Britain such as the
Scottish Nationalist Party and Welsh Nationalists have managed
to get some candidates elected in recent years.

Ex. 1. Answer the following questions:

1. What political parties of Great Britain do you know
about?

2. What are the main parties?

3. Which party is often called “the party of business
directors”?

4. Why did the Liberal Party begin to decline?

5. What party won the elections of 19647

6. Did the Labour Party succeed in getting a large majority
of votes in 19667

7. When was the Conservative government returned?

8. What is the third most powerful party in Great Britain?

9. Do you know some other political parties of Great
Britain? What are they?
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Ex. 2. Change the following false statements to make them
true:

1. Until 1920 the Conservatives and the Labour Party were
the main parties in Great Britain.

2. The Liberals are still often called by their old name of
Tories.

3. In foreign affairs the members of the Labour Party were
more “nationalists” than “internationalists”.

4. After the elections of 1920 the Liberal Party became the
most influential party in Great Britain.

5. The fourth Labour government is known as the
government of radical changes.

Ex. 3. Make up questions corresponding to the following
answers:
1. The party of business directors.
After the defeat in 1920.
In 1964.
The third most powerful party in Great Britain.
The Scottish Nationalist Party and Welsh Nationalists.

R

The Leader of the Country

How can one become the leader of a country? One way is to
be born into a royal family. If you are a prince, especially the
eldest son, then one day you can become a king. And in some
countries, if you are the eldest daughter (a princess) and there are
no sons, then some day you can become queen. Of course, today
there are not many royal families, and those that still exist do not
usually have the power to make laws and govern.

The more usual way to become the leader of your country,
however, is to become a politician and then to become the leader
of the most popular political party. In most countries where the
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people elect their government, the voters usually vote for a
person who belongs to one of the main political parties. This
person is generally the candidate for the local region. The
candidate who receives the most votes becomes the political
representative for that region and takes a seat in the national
Parliament or Assembly. The political party which wins the most
seats then has the right to form a government and take power.
The head of that political party then becomes the President (in
such countries as Taiwan or Italy) or the Prime Minister (in Great
Britain and Japan).

In some countries, such as France and the United States, the
system is a little different. Every seven years in France and every
four years in the United States there are presidential elections. At
that time the people vote directly for the person that they want to
become their President. This means that it is possible to become
the President and yet not to be the leader of the most popular
political party. Regional elections are independent of presidential
elections.

Ex. 1. Answer the following questions:

1. Can you describe how a person becomes a political leader
in your country?

2. What countries have royal families?

3. What is the most common way to become the leader of a
country?

4. Which political party has the right to form a government?

5. How often are presidential elections held in France?

6. Are regional elections in the USA independent from
presidential elections?

Ex. 2. Translate into English:

1. OpuH cmoci® cratu JigepoM KpaiHW — HapOAMTHCS Y
KOpoJIiBChbKil cim’i. 2. IHmmii cmoci® — cTaTH yCHIMIHUM
MOJITUKOM y cBOil kpaini. 3. [lonmiTnuHa mapris, sika 3100yBae
HalOiNpIly KUIBKICTH Micllb, Ma€ MmpaBo (GOpPMYBaTH YpAL.
4. Jlinep momiTu4HOi maprtii, fKa mepeMoria Ha BUOOpax, CTa€
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MIPE3UACHTOM 9H TpeM ep-MiHicTpoM. 5. Ilpe3nnmenTcrki BuOOpH
y Cnonyuenux IllTatax AMepuky MPOBOISITHCSA KOKHUX YOTHPH
pOKH.

Ex. 3. Complete the following sentences:

1. If you are a prince or a princess...

2. In most countries where the people elect their
government...

3. A person who belongs to one of the main political parties
is usually...

4. The candidate who receives the most votes becomes...

5. In the USA the people vote directly...

Margaret Thatcher

Margaret Thatcher was born in 1925. Her father had a
grocer’s shop but he was also very interested in local politics.
Margaret was a good student and won a scholarship to Oxford to
study chemistry. Then she worked as a research chemist until she
met and married Denis Thatcher, a successful businessman. Then
she decided to study law. She was already involved in politics
and gave up law when she was elected to the Parliament in 1959.
From 1970 to 1974 she was the Secretary of State for Education.
In 1975 she became the leader of the Conservative Party, which
was the official Opposition. In 1979 she defeated the Labour
Party and took office as Britain’s first woman Prime Minister.

Thatcher privatized publicly-owned industries and made cuts
in state education, hospitals and welfare benefits. In early 1980’s
Britain was facing unemployment, inflation, and problems in
Northern Ireland. In 1982 Britain became involved in an
undeclared war against Argentina in the Falkland Islands. After
the victory in the Falklands she had the image of a strong,
authoritative leader. In the 1983 election campaign she won with
a large majority of votes. In 1987 she won her third term as Prime
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Minister, defeating the Labour Party which had lost some votes
due to the newly-formed alliance with the Liberal Party.

On November 22, 1990 Mrs. Thatcher resigned. The “Iron
Lady”, who believed it was her destiny to reshape the British
nation, shed tears as she made her historic announcement. Three
men were candidates for the post of Prime Minister, and John
Major was became the winner.

Ex. 1. Answer the following questions:

1. When was Margaret Thatcher born?

2. What did she study at the University?

3. Why did Margaret Thatcher give up law?

4. What were the major steps on her way to the post of Prime
Minister?

5. What kind of a policy did Margaret Thatcher conduct?

6. What happened in 19827

7. How long was Mrs. Thatcher British Prime Minister?

8. When did she resign?

9. Why did Margaret Thatcher have tears in her eyes as she
made her historic announcement?

10.Who became the next Prime Minister?

Ex. 2. Match the following events with the correct dates:

1975  Margaret Thatcher was born.

1959  Mrs. Thatcher became the leader of the Conservative
Party which was the Opposition.

1925  Mrs. Thatcher beat the Labour Party and took office
as Prime Minister.

1979  Mrs.Thatcher resigned.

1987  Margaret Thatcher was elected to the Parliament.

1990 Mrs. Thatcher won her third term as Prime Minister.
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Ex. 3. Translate into English:

CruneHnpis, ycHimHWM, XiMiK-gocmigHuk, “3amizHa Jlemi”,
MIHICTp OCBiTH, BiZIMOBUTHUCA (MOKHHYTH), 6€3p00iTTs, ronoc (Ha
BUOOpax), 3asBa, cor3 (OJIOK), MOJATH Yy BIJICTaBKY, 3MIiHHTH,
rajgy3i IpOMHUCIOBOCTI, IO epe0yBarOTh y AepKaBHIM BIACHOCTI,
OyTH 3aIydeHHM, HEOT0JIOMIeHA BiifHa.

Ex. 4. Complete the following sentences:
1. Margaret Thatcher was born in
a) 1934;
b) 1925;
c) 1930.
2. Margaret won a scholarship to Oxford to study
a) law;
b) chemistry;
¢c) economics.
3. In 1970 Margaret Thatcher became
a) Prime Minister;
b) Secretary of State for Education;
c) the leader of the Conservative Party.
4. Mrs. Thatcher resigned on
a) November 22, 1990;
b) September 25, 1992;
c) October 17, 1990.

Tony Blair

The victory of the Labour Party in 1997 general election was
so great that it shocked everyone, including the members of the
party and its leader, Tony Blair. His achievement was twofold: he
had modernized his party and convinced the electorate that
Labour was capable of governing Britain. He had persuaded the
country that, at 44, he could be trusted, as Britain’s youngest
Prime Minister in the 20th century.
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Most commentators agree that Tony Blair’s personal appeal
played a decisive role in this victory. But they say his most
important contribution has been his work to reform the Labour
Party’s image and structure.

When Blair became Labour leader in 1994, the party had
been defeated in four general elections since 1979. The
Conservatives, led by Margaret Thatcher and later by John Major,
had convinced the electorate that Labour Party was not fit to
govern.

The last defeat in 1992 convinced reformers within the party
that it needed a new direction and new policies. In his campaign
Tony Blair was able to show that he had the qualities which a
"new" Labour Party needed: he was young, and he did not come
from a traditional working class background, so he could appeal
to middle class voters. He was committed to getting rid of old
socialist policies like government intervention in industry and
redistribution of wealth. Some members of the party saw this as a
betrayal of the past but as the election result proved, it was the
message many voters wanted to hear.

Ex. 1. Answer the following questions:

1. Did the victory of the Labour party in general election of
1997 shock everyone?
Who became Britain’s Prime Minister?
Why was Tony Blair’s achievement twofold?
What played a decisive role in Tony Blair’s victory?
What was Tony Blair’s most important contribution?
When did Tony Blair become a leader of Labour Party?
Who had convinced the electorate that Labour was not fit
to govern?

8. What qualities did Tony Blair have?

9. Did all members of the Labour Party approve of his
policy? Why?

10. What did the election result prove?

Nowns LD
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Ex. 2. Match the following pairs:

personal appeal nepepo3noaii 0araTcTs

to convince the electorate | 3maTHUI KepyBaTH

twofold achievement BiIirpaBaTH BUpPilIaIbHY POJIb
capable of governing 3a3HaBaTH MOPa3KH
to play a decisive role MoJBifiHE TOCATHCHHS

an important contribution | mo30yTHuCs YOTOCH

to defeat BaXKJIMBHI BHECOK

a new direction MepeKOHyBaTH BUOOPIIiB
to get rid of something HOBUU HampsMoOK
redistribution of wealth ocobucTa mpuBadIUBICTH

Ex. 3. Translate into Ukrainian:

When the leader of the party who wins the elections becomes
Prime Minister, his first job is to choose his Cabinet, consisting
of the most important ministers in the government. The Prime
Minister usually sits in the Commons, as most of the ministers
do, where they all may be questioned and held accountable for
government decisions. Some argue that the office of Prime
Minister has become like an all-powerful presidency and, indeed,
there is a greater emphasis today on prime ministerial
government than the traditional constitutional notion of Cabinet
government. Much depends on the personality of the leader.

Ex. 4. Put questions corresponding to the italicized words:

1. Tony Blair’s personal appeal played an important role in
his victory in 1997.

2. The Conservatives had convinced the electorate that
Labour Party was not fit to govern.

3. Tony Blair became Prime Minister at 44.
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4. Tony Blair was Britain’s youngest Prime Minister.
5. Tony Blair managed to reform the Labour Party’s image
and structure.

External Affairs of Great Britain

The United Kingdom is a member of many international
organizations.

Britain is a member of the United Nations and one of the five
permanent members of the Security Council. It follows the
principles of the UN Charter and believes that all member states
must maintain peace, assist developing countries effectively and
protect human rights and fundamental freedoms.

Great Britain is an active member of the European Union and
NATO.

The UK is a founding member of the Council of Europe,
which is open to any European parliamentary democracy that
accepts the rule of law and the protection of fundamental human
rights and freedoms. The member states co-operate on culture,
education, sport, health, youth affairs and the improvement of the
environment.

In addition, Britain is a member of the Commonwealth. The
English Queen is recognized as the Head of Commonwealth. It
has 50 members, nearly all of which were once British colonies.
Membership in the Commonwealth gives Britain an opportunity
to assist the development and stability of developing countries. In
1997 — 1998 British aid to developing countries was over £2,245
million.

The goal of the British aid programme is to:

* promote economic reform;

» promote good government;

* help developing countries to reduce poverty;

» promote better education and health;

» improve the status of women in developing countries;
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and

* help developing countries to solve their environmental
problems.

In addition to this, Britain gives bilateral technical
assistance, including advice on privatization and the improvement
of public services. Most British bilateral financial support for
reforms consists of technical assistance to eight low-income
countries in the Special Programme of Assistance for Africa, led
by the World Bank.

Ex. 1. Answer the following questions:

1. Is Britain a member of the United Nations?

2. Does Britain follow the principles of the UN Charter?
What are they?

3. What countries can be the members of the Council of
Europe?

4. How many members does the Commonwealth consist of?

5. Who is recognized as the head of the Commonwealth?

6. What does the British aid programme try to do?

7. Does bilateral technical assistance includes advice on the
improvement of public services?

8. Do low-income countries get financial support from
Britain for reforms?

Ex. 2. Match the pairs:

Security Council 3aXHINATH MpaBa JOJUHA

to maintain peace OCHOBHI CBOOOIH

to protect human rights CITiBIIPAIFOBATH y Taly3i
KYJIbTYypH

European Union Pana besneku

to cooperate on culture €Bpocoro3

fundamental freedoms HiITPUMYBATH MHP
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improvement of the KpaiHu, 110 pO3BUBAIOTHCSA
environment

developing countries CTIPUATH TMOKPAIIEHHIO OCBITH
to promote better MOKpaIICHHS HAaBKOJIHUIIHLOTO
education cepeoBHINa

bilateral assistance KpaiHu 3 HU3bKHM JOXOJ0M
low-income countries JIBOCTOPOHHS JIOTIOMOTa

The Political System of the United States

The United States is the country which holds the leading
position in the western world. The country that has been given
many names — “Land of Opportunity”, “Melting Pot”, or “God’s
Country”— is still referred to as a land of superlatives — “the
richest”, “the greatest”, “the most...”.

In size the United States is not the biggest country. What
makes the USA the leader of the western world is its economic,
political and military dominance over other countries.

The United States of America is a democracy. But what do
Americans mean when they use this word?

Abraham Lincoln, one of the best-loved and most respected
of America’s presidents, said that the United States had a
government “of the people, by the people and for the people”. He
called the United States “a nation conceived in liberty and
dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal”. No
one has formulated a better way of describing the principles of
the American political system as Americans understand it. The
constitutional laws and traditions of the United States give the
people the right to determine who will be the leader of their
nation, who will make the laws and what the laws will be. The
people have the power to change the system. The constitution
guarantees individual freedom for all.
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The government of the USA is divided into 3 branches:
legislative (the U. S. Congress), executive (the President and his
Administration) and judicial (the U. S. Supreme Court).

There are two main political parties in the USA — the
Democratic (symbolized by a donkey) and the Republican
(symbolized by an elephant). The U. S. President is both head of
state and of government. He is elected for a 4-year term.

The Supreme Court consists of the Chief Justice and eight
Associate Justices, who are appointed for life. The Supreme
Court must decide whether or not a law passed by the Congress
or an executive order of the president is constitutional.

Ex. 1. Answer the following questions:

. What is the United States of America often called?

. Is the USA the biggest country in the world?

. What makes the USA the leader of the western world?
. Is the USA a parliamentary republic?

. How many branches make up the U. S. government?

. What are the main political parties in the USA?

. What is the Supreme Court supposed to decide?

. How many members are there on the Supreme Court?

01N DN KWWK -

Ex. 2. Translate into English:

“Kpaina wmoxmuBocteit”, “IlmaBuipHe TOpHO™, “3emi,
obpana  borom”,  BilicbkoBa  TmepeBara, mapJIaMeHTChKa
pecrnyOIika, YOTHPUPIYHUA TEPMiH, BUKOHABYI PO3MOPSKEHHS
[Ipesunenrta, 3aximHWil CcBiT, BepXxoBHWII cyxa, MpoOBigHA pOIb,
HaWBUIIMHA CTYMiHb, OYTH TPH3HAYEHUM, TOJIOBHHHA CYAJs,
MTOMIYHUKH CYJIJIi.

Ex. 3. Complete the following sentences using the suitable
words and word combinations from the text:

1. The USA is often called...

2. In size the United States...

3. The government consists of three branches:...

4. The Democrat Party is symbolized by...
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. The Republican Party is symbolized by...

. The US President is both...

. He is elected for...

. ...consists of the Chief Justice and 8 Associate Justices.
. They are appointed...

O 00 3 &\ D

The Principal Institutions of Government in the USA

By the U. S. Constitution the government of the nation is
entrusted to three separate authorities — the executive, the
legislative and the judicial branches.

Executive power is vested in the president, who holds office
for a term of four years and is elected together with the vice-
president. Among the duties and powers of the president listed in
the Constitution are the following: the president is commander-
in-chief of the armed forces, he makes treaties and appoints
ambassadors to foreign countries as well as other high officers of
the United States. Within his competence there is also the
responsibility for taking care that the laws be faithfully executed.
From this one can see that the Constitution gives the president
some measure of control over the military establishment, imposes
upon him a responsibility for foreign policy and assigns to him
the obligation to administer federal programmes.

The administrative business of the nation is conducted by
secretaries who form the Cabinet. They are appointed by the
President but their nomination must be confirmed by the Senate.
The Cabinet is a kind of an advisory group to the president which
has developed by custom rather than by the provisions of the
Constitution. The vice-president likewise participates in Cabinet
meetings. The Cabinet members are: the Secretary of State, the
Secretary of the Treasury, the Secretary of Defense, the Attorney-
General, the Postmaster General, the Secretary of the Interior, the
Secretary of Agriculture, the Secretary of Commerce, the
Secretary of Labour and the Secretaries of Health, Education and
Welfare. As chief executive officer, the President can remove any
Secretary.
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The Executive Office of the President is represented by a
group of agencies. First of all, these are: the White House Office,
the Bureau of the Budget, the National Security Council, the
Central Intelligence Agency, the Council of Economic Advisers,
and the Office of Civil and Defense Mobilization. These are not
advisory bodies but bodies which carry out administrative
functions.

Legislative power in the USA is vested completely in the
Congress. There are two chambers in the U. S. Congress — the
Senate and the House of Representatives. Besides its legislative
function, the Senate is entrusted with the power of ratifying or
rejecting treaties made by the President.

Ex.1. Answer the following questions:

1. Who is the executive power in the USA vested in?

2. What presidential duties and powers are listed in the
Constitution?

3. Who forms the Cabinet?

4. Who are the Secretaries appointed by?

5. What is the Cabinet?

6. Does the vice-president participate in the Cabinet
meetings?

7. What are the Cabinet members?

8. Can the president remove Secretaries?

9. Who is the executive office of the president represented
by?

10.What bodies carry out administrative functions?

Ex. 2. Say whether the following are true or false:

1. Executive power is vested in the vice-president.

2. The Secretary of State is commander-in-chief of the
armed forces.

3. The president is responsible for foreign policy.

4. The administrative business of the nation is conducted by
Secretaries.

5. The Cabinet is formed of Ministers.
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6. Secretaries are appointed by the president.

7. The nomination of Secretaries must be confirmed by the

Senate.

8. Legislative power in the USA is vested totally in the

Senate.

9. The Senate and the House of Representatives are two

chambers of the U. S. Congress.

10.The Senate has the power to ratify or reject all treaties

made by the president.

Ex. 3. Match the following pairs:

to vest in

YKJIaJaTH YTOAH

duties and powers

MiHICTp (iHaHCIB

to make treaties

MiHICTp 000pOHU

officer

BUKOHAaBYMU amapar

the Secretary of the
Treasury

JIopaadi opraHu

the Secretary of Defense

I'onoBHOKOMaHYOUM I
30pOWHHUX CHUIT

the Secretary of Interior

HAIUIATHA

the Executive Office

Pana Hanionansuoi be3neku

the National Security
Council

3aKO0HO/IaB4a QYHKIis

advisory bodies

MIHICTp BHYTPIIIIHIX CIIpaB

legislative function

000B’S13KH Ta MOBHOBAXKEHHS

commander-in-chief
of the armed forces

rmocajoBa ocoba
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The Constitution and the Bill of Rights

The Thirteen Colonies, which were soon to become the
United States of America, first operated under an agreement
called the Articles of Consideration (1781). It was soon clear that
this loose agreement among states was not working well. The
central federal government was too weak, with too few powers
over defense, trade and taxation. In 1787, therefore, delegates
from the states met in Philadelphia. They wanted to revise the
Articles, but they did much more than that.

They wrote a completely new document, the Constitution,
which after much argument, debate and compromise was finished
in the same year and officially adopted by the thirteen states by
1790. This constitution—the oldest in the world—established the
basic form of the government: three separate branches, each one
having powers (“checks and balances”) over the others.

It specifies the powers and duties of each federal branch of
government, with all other duties and powers belonging to the
states. The Constitution has been repeatedly amended to meet the
changing needs of the nation, but it is still the “supreme law of
the land”. All governments and governmental groups must
operate within its guidelines. The ultimate power under the
Constitution is not given to the President (the executive branch),
or to the Congress (the legislative branch), or to the Supreme
Court (the judicial branch). It belongs to the people.

Americans were the first to take for themselves the liberties
and rights that elsewhere were the privileges of elites. Americans
determined that they would manage their own affairs in their own
interests, electing their own representatives and making their own
laws.

The first ten Constitutional Amendments were adopted in
1791 and are known collectively as the Bill of Rights. They are
considered to be the fundamental rights of all American citizens.
Among these rights are freedom of religion, speech and the press,
the right of peaceful assembly and the right to petition the
government to correct wrongs. Other rights guarded the citizens

59



against unreasonable search and arrest and established a system
of justice guaranteeing legal procedures. This included the right
of trial by jury—in other words, the right to be judged by one’s
fellow-citizens.

The great pride Americans have in their Constitution comes
from the knowledge that these ideals, freedoms and rights were
not given to them by a small ruling class. They cannot be taken
away by any government, court, official or law.

The federal and state governments, formed under the
Constitution were thus designed to serve the people and to carry
out the wishes of the majority and not the other way around. One
thing they did not want their government to do is to rule them.
Americans expect their government to serve them, and tend to
think of politicians and governmental officials as their servants.
This attitude remains very strong among Americans today.

Over the past two centuries the Constitution of the USA has
also had considerable influence outside the United States. Several
other nations have based their own forms of government on it.

Ex. 1. Answer the following questions:

What meeting was held in Philadelphia in 1787?

What document was written at that meeting?

What did the Constitution establish?

What is the Bill of Rights?

What are the fundamental rights of all Americans?

Why are the Americans proud of their Constitution?

What were the federal and state governments designed

NownhswLh =

for?
8. Has the Constitution of the USA had any influence on
other nations?
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Ex. 2. Complete the text with the words and word
combinations from the box. Translate the text into Ukrainian:

veto duties “checks and balances”
treaties  branches  bill go into effect nullify

The Constitution divided the national government into three
parts, or ... . This division gives each branch certain ... and
substantial independence from the others. It also gives each
branch some authority over the others through a system of ... .
Here are a few examples of how “checks and balances” work in
practice.

If Congress passes a proposed law, or ... , that the president
considers unwise, he can ... it. That means that the bill is dead
unless two-thirds of the members of both the House and the
Senate vote to enact it despite the President’s veto.

If a law is passed by Congress and signed by the president is
later challenged in the federal courts as being contrary to the
Constitution, the court can ... that law.

The president has the power to make ... with other nations
and to make appointments to federal positions, including
judgeships. The Senate, however, must approve all treaties and
confirm the appointments before they can ... .

The U. S. Congress

As we have seen, the U. S. Congress is composed of two
houses, the Senate and the House of Representatives. The Senate
represents the states, each state being guaranteed at least one
senator. Beyond that, seats are apportioned among the states
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according to their population. The U. S. Senate is composed of
one hundred members, two being elected from each state.
Senators are chosen for six years, one-third retiring or seeking re-
election every two years. The two senators from the same state
never finish their terms at the same time; one of them is called
the senior senator and the other the junior senator.

The presiding officer of the Senate is the vice-president of
the United States. He is not a member of the chamber over which
he presides and sometimes is not a member of the party in power.

The work of the U. S. Congress is mostly done within
different committees. The most important of the Senate
committees are the Appropriations, Foreign Relations, Finance
and Armed Services Committees. In the House of Representatives
the most important are the Rules, Appropriations, Ways and
Means, Judiciary and Agriculture Committees. The chairmen of
these committees are considered to be the real ‘rulers’ of the
Senate and the House of Representatives.

Congress is the only branch of U. S. government that can
declare war, put foreign treaties into effect and make federal
laws.

To become a law, a bill must pass both the House and the
Senate. After the bill is introduced in both bodies, it is studied by
one or more committees, amended and discussed in the chamber
of the House or Senate. If passed by one body, it goes to the other
for consideration. When a bill passes the House and the Senate in
different forms, members of both bodies meet in a conference
committee to discuss the differences. Groups that try to persuade
member of Congress to vote for or against a bill are called
“lobbies”. They may try to exert their influence at almost any
stage of the legislative process. Once both bodies have passed the
same version of a bill it goes to the president for approval.

Ex. 1. Answer the following questions:

1. How many houses are there in the US Congress? What
are they?

2. What does the Senate represent?
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3. How many members is the Senate composed of?

4. Are senators are chosen for five years?

5. Can two Senators from the same state finish their terms at
the same time?

6. What are they called?

7. Is the vice-president always a member of the party in
power?

8. Where is the work of the U.S. Congress done?

9. What are the most important Senate committees?

10. How does a bill become a law?

Ex. 2. Translate into English:

CranoButH (CKJamaTH), BIAMOBIAHO 10, WTH y BIJICTaBKY,
CTapumiuii, MOJOIIIWM, Tajmara, IpeacTaBHUK, ronoBa CeHary,
Mpapisiya MapTis, B OCHOBHOMY, BBaXXaTH, MIHCHHI KEpiBHUK,
MPENICTaBIATH, TapaHTyBaTH, NMpWHAWMHI (xo4a 0), HaceleHHS,
KOMITET 3 aCUTHYBaHb, OIO/KETHA KOMICisfl, KOMITET 3 CIIbCHKOTO
rOCII0IapCTBA, KOMITET 3 CYyIOYHHCTBA.

Ex. 3. Complete the following sentences:
. The U. S. Congress is composed of...
. The Senate of the USA is composed of...
. The presiding officer of the Senate is...
. The most important of the Senate committees are...
. The most important committees in the House of
Representatives are...
6. The chairmen of the committees are considered...
7. Congress is the only branch of the U. S. government that...

DD W —= W
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Elections in the USA

The U. S. Constitution includes some general provisions on
the franchise. It sets forth certain requirements for candidates
running for the post of president, vice-president, Senator or
member of the House of Representatives. Requirements usually
concern age, residence and citizenship. The candidates who meet
all these requirements are considered to be eligible for office.

A residence qualification requires an individual to be a
permanent resident in order to have the right to vote. The dura-
tion of the residence qualification is usually a few months,
though it may vary substantially from state to state.

In addition to this, some states have a so-called literacy
qualification (the voter must be able to read and speak English,
and he (she) must know how to interpret the U. S. Constitution,
etc.).

Finally it should be mentioned that in some states a poll tax
is levied upon everyone who votes, and this certainly discourages
poor citizens from voting. In this context, it is not surprising that
not all Americans participate in elections, including congres-
sional or presidential elections.

The voters are registered by clerks of counties or towns and
by local election commissions. When registering, the voter must
produce an identification card. This is done to prevent fraud. The
administration of elections is vested in an election commission,
which is ordinarily composed of two commissioners, one
representing each of the major parties, and a third ex officio
member, usually a sheriff, a county judge, or a clerk. Before
holding primary or general election, the commission appoints
election officers for each precinct and also arranges for polling
places. After the ballots have been cast, they are counted and the
results obtained are tabulated and returned to the election
commission, which officially counts the precinct tally sheets.
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Ex. 1. Answer the following questions:
1. What does the U. S. Constitution set forth?
2. What do the requirements usually concern?
3. Who is considered to be eligible for office?
4. What does a residence qualification require?
5. What is meant by literacy qualification?
6. What is levied upon everyone who votes?
7. Who are the voters registered by?
8. What is done to prevent fraud?
9. Who is the administration of elections vested in?
10.What does the election commission do?

Ex. 2. Match the following pairs:

general provisions BUMOTA

on the franchise IIOCBIAYEHHS 0CO0H
clerk 3arajbHi BUMOTH
identification card OpaTu y4acTp y
polling place MOCTifiHE MPOKUBAHHS
requirement YHUHOBHHK

citizenship MicIle TOJIOCYBaHHS

to participate in CyAI OKPYTY

county judge 3 BHUOOpYOTO MpaBa
permanent residence IPOMaISTHCTBO

Ex. 3. Translate into Ukrainian:

Voting is a right that many Americans take for granted, but
in the 18th century it was a privilege granted only to free, white,
property-holding males. It wasn’t until 1860 that all white men
became eligible to vote, and it would be another 10 years before
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suffrage was guaranteed regardless of “race and colour”. Even
then poll taxes and literacy tests kept Negroes from voting in
some states.

Until the 20th century, women were thought to lack the
intellectual capacity to vote (one exception being in New Jersey,
where women were allowed to vote from 1776 to 1807). By the
early 1900s the women’s suffrage movement, championed by
Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton, gained ground
and in 1920 the 19th Amendment gave women the right to vote.
The Voting Rights Act, passed in 1965, provided increased
protection for Negro voters. For the first time equality at the polls
applied to all Americans.

The Political Parties in the USA

There are two major political parties in the USA — the
Democratic Party and the Republican Party. Other parties have
occasionally challenged these two but without permanent
success. One reason for their failure is that in order to win a
national election a party must appeal to a broad base of voters
and a wide spectrum of interests. Thus, the two major parties
tend to be moderate in their programs, and there may often be
little difference between them on some issues. Each has a
conservative wing and each has a wing that is considered to be
liberal. The conservative Democrats tend to be more
conservative on racial issues, for example, than their
Republican counterparts; the liberal Democrats are more
radical on economic issues than the liberal Republicans. The
national parties contest presidential elections every four years,
but between their quadrennial national conventions, they are
often little more than loose alliances of state and local party
organizations.

In elections for president and vice-president, voters
actually choose among electors committed to the support of a
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particular candidate, a system called the Electoral College.
Each state is allotted one electoral vote for each Senator and
each Representative in Congress.

At the state level political parties reflect the diversity of
the population. Large urban centres are more likely to support
a Democratic ticket, whereas rural areas, small towns and
suburban areas tend more often to vote Republican. In many
states rural areas and smaller towns control the state
legislatures, even though the more populous city areas provide
the greater proportion of tax revenue. A Supreme Court ruling
in 1964 sought to remedy this situation by ordering states to
reapportion their legislatures more closely by population.
Some states have traditionally given majorities to one
particular party. Until the mid-20th century, for example, the
11 southern states of the old confederacy voted almost solidly
for Democratic candidates; in other states, such as Maine and
South Dakota, Republicans are more likely to win.

Municipal political parties have a pyramidal structure,
based at the lowest level on districts or precincts. The leaders
of these units are responsible to leaders who form the
governing body of the municipal party. All of these party
functionaries are responsible for getting their voters to the
polls at election time. As society has become increasingly
urban, politics and government have become more complex.
Many problems of the cities, including the problems of
transportation, housing, health and welfare, can no longer be
handled entirely on the local level. Since even the states do not
have the necessary resources, cities have often turned to the
federal government for assistance.

Ex. 1. Answer the following questions:

1. What are the two major political parties in the USA?

2. Do the two major parties have something in common?
What is the difference between them?

3. Are the Democratic and Republican Parties moderate or
radical in their programmes?
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4. What is the ”Electoral College”?

5. What areas are more likely to support a Democratic

ticket?

6. Who tends to support the Republican Party?
7. What structure do the municipal political parties have?
8. What are the leaders of these units responsible to do?

9. Do you know what the result of urbanization of society

1s?

Ex. 2. Match the following pairs:

occasionally KUJTaTH BUKIIHAK

to challenge YOTUPHUPIUYHUA

failure BigOUBaTH

moderate HEeBJada

issue 300pu

counterpart yac BiJ 4acy, 3piaka

quadrennial PI3HOMAHITTS, Pi3HOPIAHICTH

convention npeaMer  OOTOBOpEHHs,  CIipHE
NUATAHHS

committed BilTaHWH, TPUXUITBHUAN

to allot HajgaBaTH, HAIIISATH

to reflect MMOMIipHUM, CTPUMaHUI

diversity T'yCTOHACEIIeHHH, 0AaraTOJIIOIHUN

populous NPOTHUJIEKHA CTOPOHA

Ex. 3. Translate into English:

Coro3 (3B’5130K), KoJeriss BUOOpIB, MpHUOYTOK, NIyKaTH
(Hamaratucs, JOOWUBATHCSA), MEPEPO3MOMAiN, OIMIKATH, BHUIIPAB-
nstid  (BHJIIKOBYBaTH), oOkoauii (Mexi), cimyx0oBa oco0a,
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cmucok  (peectparisi) BuOOpHiB, H00poOyT, KepyBaTH
(KOHTpOTIOBATH).

George Washington — the first President
of the United States

George Washington (1732 — 1799) won a lasting place in
American history as the “Father of his Country”. For nearly
twenty years he guided his country much as a father cares for a
growing child.

Washington lived an exciting life in exciting times. As a
boy, he explored the wilderness. When he grew older, he
helped the British fight the French and Indians. Many times he
was nearly killed. As a general he suffered hardships with his
troops in the cold winters.

He lost many battles but led the American Army to a final
victory. After he became President he successfully solved
many problems facing his country.

Washington belonged to an old colonial family that
believed in hard work, in public service and in worshipping
God. George Washington was born in Westmoreland, Virginia,
on February 22, 1732. His first American ancestor came to
Virginia from England in 1657. Farming, land buying, trading,
milling, and the iron industry were the means by which the
family rose in the world. George’s father, Augustine, had four
children by his first wife and six by his second wife, Mary
Ball, George’s mother.

Of George’s early life little is known. His formal education
was slight: no more than 7 or 8 years of school. Men, plantation
life and the haunts of river, field and forest were his principal
teachers. His favourite subject was arithmetic. He studied enough
history and geography to know something of the outside world.
But he never learned very much about literature, foreign
languages and history.
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At the age of 14 he began to work as a surveyor, making
many trips into the wilderness areas of Virginia and
Pennsylvania. His first military experience came in the French
and Indian War (1754 — 1763), when he was sent on two missions
deep into the Ohio County.

In 1759 Washington retired and married Martha Dandridge, a
widow. He became a loving stepfather to Martha’s two children.
He was a progressive farmer for that time.

In 1760’s the American colonists grew more and more angry
at the taxes placed on them by Great Britain. In September, 1771
the Continental Congress met, where Washington had his first
chance to meet and talk with leaders of other colonies. The
members were impressed with his judgment and military
knowledge. He was sent to attend the Second Continental
Congress (1775) where he was elected a Commander-in-chief of
the Continental Army. He proved himself a capable commander
of the War of Independence.

In 1787 Washington was chosen the President of the
Continental Convention and later he became the first President of
the Republic (1789). He died after a two-day illness on December
14, 1799.

No other American has been honored more than Washington.
The nation’s capital, Washington D. C., was named after him.
There the giant Washington Monument stands. The state of
Washington is the only state named after a president.

Ex. 1. Answer the questions:

1. How long did George Washington guide his country?
What family did Washington belong to?
When did his first American ancestor come to Virginia?
How many children did George’s father have?
What did George Washington study?
When did he begin to work?
When did George Washington retire?
. Where did Washington have his first chance to meet and
talk to leaders of other colonies?

R
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9. When was Washington made president of the Continental

Convention?

10. When did he die?

Ex. 2. Match the events with the correct dates:

1759 George Washington’s first American ancestor
came to Virginia from England.

1787 George Washington was elected a Commander-
in-chief of the Continental Army.

1732 Washington retired and married Martha
Dandridge.

1746 Washington was sent on two missions deep into
the Ohio county.

1754 - 1763 | George Washington was born in West-
moreland, Virginia.

1799 George Washington died after a two-day illness.

1771 Washington became the first President of the
Republic.

1775 George Washington began to work as a
surveyor.

1657 The first Continental Congress met.

1789 Washington was chosen the President of the

Continental Convention.

Ex. 3. Translate the following words into Ukrainian. Make up
sentences of your own with them:

Exciting life, final victory, to suffer hardships, to solve
problems, hard work, ancestor, outside world, military
experience, to retire, a loving stepfather, a widow, a growing
child, taxes, a capable commander, the War of Independence,

to honour.
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Ex. 4. Translate the following text into Ukrainian:

As the first president, Washington was keenly aware that he
was building a new institution and that his every act created a
precedent. Although he respected the need to cooperate with
others he was careful to protect the dignity and strength of the
office. Once, while on visit to Boston, Washington was informed
that John Hancock, the governor of Massachusetts, was ill and
would be unable to call on the President. Believing that governors
should defer to the office of the President, Washington cancelled
his dinner engagement at the governor’s mansion and proceeded
to outwait Hancock. The next day an apologetic Hancock, carried
by four men, appeared at Washington’s door to pay his respects.

During his presidency Washington gave a notably broad
interpretation to executive power. Although he stayed aloof from
congressional politics, he was quite active in formulating
legislation. Using his Secretary of the Treasury, Washington
successfully steered his program of economic development
through Congress. Washington also established a number of
presidential roles and customs, including the practice of meeting
with the heads of its executive departments. His response to
international threats established a dominant role in foreign affairs
for the presidency. Finally, by refusing to seek a third term,
Washington eased fears that the presidency might become a
monarchy, and in the process he created the precedent, not broken
until 1940, of a two-term limit.

John F. Kennedy
(1917 — 1963)

John F. Kennedy, who won the election of 1960, was at 43
the youngest man ever to win the presidency. On television, in a
series of debates with his opponent Richard Nixon, he appeared
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able, articulate and energetic. In the campaign, he spoke of
moving aggressively into the new decade, for “the New Frontier
is here whether we seek it or not”. In his first inaugural address
he concluded: “Ask not what your country can do for you — ask
what you can do for your country”. Throughout his brief
presidency, Kennedy’s special combination of grace, wit and
style sustained his popularity and influenced generations of
politicians to come.

Kennedy wanted to exert strong leadership to extend
economic benefits to all citizens. Even though the Democratic
Party controlled both Houses of Congress, conservative
Southerners resisted plans to increase federal aid to education,
provide health insurance for the elderly and create a new
Department of Urban Affairs. Kennedy’s policies were often
limited and restrained.

One priority was to end a recession and restore growth. But
Kennedy lost the confidence of business leaders in 1962, when he
sought to roll back what the administration regarded as an
excessive price increase in the steel industry. Though he
succeeded in his immediate goal, he alienated an important
source of support. When he later called for a large tax cut to
provide capital and stimulate the economy, conservative
opposition in Congress destroyed any hopes of passing the deficit
measure.

The overall legislative record of the Kennedy administration
was meagre. The president made some gestures toward civil
leaders but did not embrace the goals of the civil rights
movement until nearly the end of his presidency. He failed in his
effort to aid public education and to provide medical care for the
elderly.

He gained only a modest increase in the minimum wage.
Still, he did secure funding for a space program, and established
the Peace Corps to send men and women overseas to assist
developing countries in meeting their own needs. Kennedy had
planned an ambitious legislative program for the last year of his
term. But then on November 22, 1963 he was assassinated while
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riding in an open car during a visit to Dallas, Texas. It was a
traumatic and defining moment for a generation, just as the death
of Franklin Roosevelt had been.

Ex. 1. Answer the following questions:

1. When did John F. Kennedy become the President of the
USA?

2. Who was his opponent?

3. What did he speak about in his campaign?

4. What are Kennedy’s famous words spoken about the
country and its citizens?

5. Were Kennedy’s policies often limited and restrained?
Why?

6. Did Kennedy lose the confidence of business leaders in
19627

7. Did Kennedy embrace the goals of the civil rights
movement until the end of his presidency?

8. What is the Peace Corps?

9. When was John F. Kennedy assassinated?

Ex. 2. Translate the following words into Ukrainian. Make up
sentences of your own with them:

To win the presidency, to conclude, grace, wit and style,
economic benefits, priority, an important source of support, the
civil rights movement, a modest increase, the Peace Corps, to be
assassinated, a traumatic and defining moment.

The United Nations

The United Nations was established by 51 nations in 1945.
Its charter was signed on June 26, 1945 in San Francisco at the
conclusion of the United Nations Conference and came into force
on October 26, 1946. Since that time more than 100 countries
have joined the United Nations.
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Here is the opening of the Charter which sets forth the
purposes of the United Nations:

“We, the peoples of the United Nations, determined to save
succeeding generations from the scourge of war, which twice in
our lifetime has brought untold sorrow to mankind, and to
reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and
worth of the human person, in the equal rights of men and women
and of nations large and small, and to establish conditions under
which justice and respect for the obligations arising from treaties
and other sources of international law can be maintained, and to
promote social progress and better standards of life in larger
freedom, to practice tolerance and live together in peace with one
another as good neighbours”.

There are six main organs of the UN: the General Assembly,
the Security Council, the Economic and Social Council, the
Trusteeship Council, the International Court of Justice and the
Secretariat.

The General Assembly is made up of all the members of the
United Nations. Each member nation has one vote in the
Assembly. The General Assembly is the place where issues are
discussed.

The Security Council is made up of fifteen members. Five of
them are permanent members and are known as the Big Five.
They are the United States, England, France, Russia and China.
Only the Security Council can order the UN to take action. To do
this, nine members of the Security Council must vote for the
action. These nine must include all of the Big Five. If one of the
Big Five permanent members votes against an action, it is vetoed,
or turned down.

The Economic and Social Council tries to improve education,
science, working conditions and human rights.

The Trusteeship Council looks after colonies until they are
ready to become new independent nations.

The International Court of Justice consists of 15 judges
elected by the General Assembly and the Security Council; it sits
at Hague, Netherlands. Its purpose is the peaceful settlements of
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disputes in conformity with the principles of justice and
international law.

The day-to-day work of running the United Nations is
handled by the Secretariat. This is a staff of workers from all over
the world. It is headed by the Secretary General who is elected by
the UN members. The United Nations has its headquarters in New
York City, where most of its meetings are held.

Ex. 1. Answer the following questions:
1. When was the United Nations established?
2. How many countries are members of the United Nations
now?
3. What are the main purposes of the United Nations?
4. What are the main organs of the United Nations?
5. What are the permanent members of the Security
Council?
6. What does the Economic and Social Council do?
7. Where does the International Court of Justice sit?
8. What is its purpose?
9. Whom is the Secretariat headed by?
10.Where is the headquarters of the United Nations situated?
Ex. 2. Complete the following sentences:
1. The United Nations was established...
2. The General Assembly is a place where...
3. The Big Five is...
4. The Trusteeship Council looks after...
5. The purpose of the International Court of Justice is...
6. The Secretariat is responsible for...
7. The Secretariat is headed by...
8. Most of the meetings of the United Nations are held in...
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