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European Union’s information and communication issues have acquired particular attention since the TEU treaty entered into force in 1993 and have been thoroughly discussed by the European Parliament in 2004 and in 2005 by the European Economic and Social Committee in its forum on “Bridging the gap” [1]. In July 2005 the Commission set out an Action Plan containing specific measures to improve the EU communications with citizens (Action Plan: SEC, 2005, 985 final, 20 July 2005) [8].  

Main EU policy programme was formulated in the Commission White Paper on a European Communication Policy in February 2006 where the following five areas for action have been identified: defining common principles and norms that should guide information and communication activities in the Union (creating a special web-based citizens’ forum); empowering citizens: improving civic education, connecting citizens, etc; working with the media and new technologies; understanding European public opinion (designing and planning Eurobarometer surveys and disseminating the results, creating a new network of national experts in public opinion research, etc); doing the job together: cooperation between the national and the EU level, coordination with the EU institutions and bodies [9].   
The EU Information and Communication Policy is inseparable from digital connections. Electronic aspects in the European development, communication as well,  were acknowledged at the beginning of this century, i.e. in 2000 the EU launched so-called “e-Europe” initiative with an Action Plan, which followed in 2005.  One of the aims of the digital agenda for Europe as an integral part of the EU-2020 Strategy  is that all Europeans should have access to high-speed internet by 2013. Neelie Kroes, Commissioner for the Digital Agenda, underlined the main aspects of a new policy: “I want to be a champion of digital technologies that deliver better and more prosperous lives for the citizens and businesses of Europe” [2]. 

In the EU communication policy context of improving civic education and working with the media and new technologies the Safer Internet programme is of utmost importance. The Safer Internet programme aimed at promoting safer use of the Internet and new online technologies, particularly for children, has been running since 1999. Three successive programmes have been adopted since then, each one covering 4-5 years. Some Member States have published very detailed  reports on the challenges the Internet poses to their regulatory framework. It is noteworthy that these reports share and foster the Community approach (see for France, the report by the Conseil d'Etat: "Internet et les réseaux numériques", and for Ireland: "Illegal and harmful use of the Internet – First report of the working group – Department of justice, equality and law reform") [7].
 The Safer Internet plus programme covered the period 2005 – 2008 with € 45 million worth of funding. It covered mainly public awareness activities, actions for fighting illegal and harmful content online and actions promoting a safer online environment. 

On 27 February 2008 the Commission adopted a proposal for a new Safer Internet programme. Safer Internet 2009-2013 builds on the success of the previous programme and has a budget of €55 million. It takes into account that children and young people are almost expert users of online technologies. However, this does not mean they all have the maturity to identify the potential risks they may be exposed to, let alone their possible consequences. Young people, parents, carers and teachers must be informed of the potential risks that youngsters may encounter online. Fighting illegal and harmful content and conduct online should be a priority. These have been the objectives of the EU's successive Safer Internet Programmes since 1999.

However, the new programme fights not only illegal content but also harmful conduct such as grooming and bullying connected with online-related child sexual abuse.  
Since 2004 Safer Internet Day has been celebrated each year in February to promote safer and more responsible use of online technology and mobile phones, especially amongst children and young people. The topic for 2011 is "our virtual lives" around the slogan " It's more than a game, it's your life" [4]. In 2010 the typical events of Safer Internet Day were participation in blogathon, promotion of e-voting, organisation of a website section containing videos, tips, jokes and invitation to children to send positive and negative experiences using the web [5].
Participation in the Safer Internet programme is open to legal entities established in countries of the European Free Trade Area (EFTA) which are members of the European Economic Area (EEA) Agreement, i.e. Norway, Iceland and Liechtenstein, in accordance with the conditions laid down in the EEA Agreement as well as to legal entities established in accession and candidate countries benefiting from a pre-accession strategy, in accordance with the general principles and general terms and conditions for the participation of those countries in Community programmes established in the respective Framework Agreements and Association Council Decisions (eg. Croatia, Turkey and the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia). However, they will only receive funding if a bilateral agreement with the relevant country has been concluded to this effect [7]. 

No bilateral agreement has been concluded so far with Western Balkans and European neighbourhood countries, including Ukraine.
Although Ukraine is not a participating member to the Safer Internet Programme, it faces the problem of ensuring the safety in the virtual world as the number of Ukrainian Internet users grow each year. It results in users’ unawareness of the dangers they could meet on-line. In 2008 Microsoft Ukraine initiated the establishment of the Coalition for the children’s safety in Internet. Safer Internet Day has been celebrated in Ukraine since 2009 [6]. Mobile operator MTS Ukraine launched a programme on safe internet for children in 2010. The programme was planned to be carried out in cooperation with the National Communications Academy and focus on limiting child access to potentially harmful internet content. The programme was to be tested and carried out at secondary schools in Odessa and Nikolayev [3]. 
So, the problem of safeguarding the children from harmful influence of Internet content is topical for all developed countries. The Safer Internet Programme is aimed at revealing possible dangers to children (and parents as well) and preventing youngsters from them. The awareness and knowledge will make children active participants of communication process in Europe.  
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Summary
The article focuses on the Safer Internet Programme as an electronic aspect of the EU Communication Policy. The Safer Internet Programme is aimed at revealing possible dangers of content on-line  to children (and parents as well) and preventing young users from them.    
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Програма «Безпечніший Інтернет» як електронний аспект комунікаційної політики ЄС.
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