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METHODOLOGY AND METHODS OF LINGUISTICS: CASE STUDY

The article highlights case study research as a vital and evolving method in linguistics, offering insights into the
complex and contextualized nature of language phenomena. Despite inherent limitations regarding generalizability,
case studies provide unparalleled depth of understanding that contributes significantly to theoretical development and
practical applications in various fields of linguistics.

It is shown that in linguistic research, case studies typically focus on individual language learners, teachers, speakers,
communities of practice, or specific linguistic situations. The survey shows main typologies of case study research, the
understanding of which is crucial for designing a rigorous and purposeful linguistic inquiry. Robert Stake s intrinsic,
instrumental, and collective cases, and Robert Yin's descriptive, exploratory, and explanatory case studies, highlight the
method s flexibility and strategic alignment with diverse research objectives.

Qualitative approach and naturalistic inquiry serve as philosophical underpinnings, underlying basic methodological
principles of case study research in linguistics, these being boundedness and singularity, in-depth investigation, multiple
perspectives, contextual emphasis, and inductive reasoning.

The article dwells on the process of case study research in linguistics that encompasses careful research design,
diverse data collection techniques, and rigorous qualitative data analysis. The analysis typically progresses through
several stages: describing experience, describing meaning, focus of the analysis. Thematic analysis, discourse analysis,
narrative analysis, and grounded theory are common qualitative data analysis methods particularly suited for linguistic
case studies.

The future of case study research in linguistics depends on researchers’ ability to balance methodological innovation
with established principles of rigorous qualitative inquiry, ensuring that this approach continues to generate meaningful
insights into the complex world of human linguistic behavior.

Key words: methodology, methodological principles, method, case study, linguistics, data analysis.
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METOIOJIOITSA TA METOAM JITHT BICTUUYHHUX JOCJIIJ)KEHb: KEHC-METO/],

Y cmammi euceimneno ocobrusocmi 3acmocysanns Kec-memoody K HAO36UHAUHO 8ANCIUBO20 MEMOOON02IUHO20
IHCIMPYMEHMAapiro JIHeGICMUYHUX O0CTIONCEeHb, AKUL NPONOHYE VHIKATbHE PO3YMIHHSA CKAAOHOIL, KOHMEKCMYdni308aHol
npupoou mogHux asuwy. Ilonpu neeni obMedcenHs w000 npoyecy y3aedibHeHHs, Kellc-Memoo 3a0e3neuye 00CmamHio
2NUOUHY PO3YMIHHA ABUULY MA NPOYECI8, WO 3HAUHOIO MIPOIO CHPUSAE U020 MeoPemuyHOMY PO3BUMKY Md NPAKMUYHOM)
3aCmMOoCy8AHHIO 8 PIZHUX 2ATY35X NIH2GICMUKU.

V' ninesicmuunux 00cniodfcennsx Keuc-memoo 3azeudail 3acmoco8yEmbCs ONsi AHANI3Y KOHKPEMHUX Cumyayiti
4 npobrem, NOG A3AHUX 3 OKPeMUMU 0CoDAMU, AKI 6UBYAIOMb MOBY, GUKLAOAYAMU, HOCIAMU MOBU, ADO KOHKPEMHMU
JH2600UOAKMUYHUMY YU MOGHUMU/MOBIEHHEGUMU/KOMYHIKamMuUeHUMU cumyayiamu. I[Ipononosanuii 02110 3HauoMums
3 OCHOBHUMU MUNONOIAMU KelC-Memooy, PO3YMIHHA AKUX € UPIUATbHUM Olsi PO3POOKU OU3AUHY JIIHSBICMUYHO2O
docniocenns. Bunympiwni, incmpymenmanoni ma xonekmusti Keiicu P. Cmetika, a maxoxc onucosi, 00CiioHuybKi ma
noscuro8anvhi Keticu P. Ins niokpecniooms eHyyKicms memody ma tio2o Cmpameiyiy 8i0noGioHicmsy Pi3HOMAHIMHUM
OOCHIOHUYbKUM YLTISAM.

Axkichutl ma HamypanicmuyHutl nioxoou Ciyeyloms Qiiocopcokumu niOBATUHAMU OCHOBHUX MemOO0N02IYHUX
NPUHYUNIE 00CTIOdNCeHHs Kelicig y ainegicmuyi. Humu € obmesicenicms ma cuneyiapHicms, noeiubiene 00CIi0NCeHHs,
MHOJMCUHHI NePCNeKmuey, KOHMeKCMYyaibHicmb, IHOYKIMUGHE MUCTIeHHS.

Y emammi posenaoaemvca npoyec 3acmocysanns Kelic-memooy 8 JiHegicmuyi, AKULL OXONIIOE pemeibHe NiIaAHY8AHHS
00CIOJCeH S, PIBHOMAHIMHI Memoou 300py Oanux ma ixuil axichut amanis. Leti npoyec 3a3suyatl npoxooums OeKiibKka
emania: onuc KOHKpemHoi cuntyayii, onuc sHauenns, enache ananiz. Tevamuynuil ananis, OUCKYPC-AHANI3, HAPATNUSHULL AHATI3
ma 0OIPYHMOBAHA MEOPIsL € MeMOOAMU SKICHO20 AHANIZY OAHUX, CY2OIOCUMU 3 CUMYAYIHUMU OOCTIONCEHHMU 6 JIHGICIUYL.

Mauibymne  ketic-memody 6 aiHeGiCMuUyi 3anexncums 6i0 30amHOCmi  OOCHIOHUKIE GIOHAUMU PIGHOGA2Y MIdiC
MemoOON02IUHUMU THHOBAYIAMU MA YCMAIEHUMU NPUHYUNAMU AKICHO20 OOCHIONCeHHs, 2apaHmydy, wo yeu nioxio
npo008ICYBAMUME CAPUAMU PO3YMIHHIO MOBHOI/MOBILEHHEBOI NOBEOTHKU THOOUHU.

Kniouogi cnosa: memooonoeis, memooonociuni npuHyuni,, Memoo, Ketc-memoo, AiHeGiCmuKad, aHaniz OaHux.

Formulation of the problem. Case study research
stands as a widely adopted and significant method within
multiple fields, spanning disciplines such as business,
criminology, education, medicine, psychology,
sociology, anthropology, and social work. At its core,
a case study is defined as a “detailed description and
assessment of a specific situation in the real world
created for the purpose of deriving generalizations and
other insights from it” (Raikar, 2025).

It is an empirical inquiry that thoroughly
investigates a contemporary phenomenon within

its real-life context. “Case study researchers aim to
identify or attempt to identify the various interactive
processes at work, to show how they affect the
implementation of systems ...” (Bell, 2017: 10).

This approach 1is particularly salient when
the boundaries between the phenomenon under
investigation and its surrounding context are
not distinctly evident, necessitating the use of
multiple sources of evidence for a comprehensive
understanding (Ellinger, McWhorter, 2016: 6-9). The
objective of such research is to delve deeply into a
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specific subject of analysis, thereby extrapolating key
themes and results that can inform future trends, unveil
previously obscured issues applicable to practice,
or provide a profound means for understanding
the subject. The purpose of case study research is
dual: to furnish rich descriptive information and to
suggest theoretical relevance, ultimately leading to
a sharpened understanding of the specific case under
study (Okowa, Odero, 2024: 1003—1009).

Within the domain of linguistics, case studies
constitute a particularly valuable method, especially
prominent in applied linguistics and language
education. It proves instrumental in exploring the
details of language evolution, change, and development,
offering a nuanced and profound understanding of
complex linguistic phenomena (Duff, 2008: 21-61).

The dual function of case studies positions them as a
critical bridge between abstract linguistic theories and
the complex, often multifaceted, realities of language
use, learning, and change in real-world contexts.
The explicit acknowledgment that this methodology
is very powerful “for language researchers and
for theory development in applied linguistics and
language education” highlights its capacity to foster
a more robust and relevant linguistic science (Okowa,
Odero, 2024: 1003).

This research aims to investigate the specific
adaptation and interpretation of the case study method
within the field of linguistics. The specific research
objectives are as follows: 1) to identify how linguistic
phenomena are typically framed as cases; 2) to explore
various typologies of case studies and their particular
relevance and application to linguistic inquiry;
3) to determine philosophical underpinnings and core
methodological principles of case study research in
linguistics; 4) to describe methodological procedures
for conducting a case study in linguistics,

Presenting the main research material. In
linguistic research, cases are typically conceptualized
as specific individuals, groups, or contexts where
particular language practices or phenomena are
prominent and can be investigated deeply. This can
encompass a single person (e.g., a language learner,
teacher, speaker, writer, or interlocutor), a small
number of individuals within a group (e.g., a family, a
class, a work team, or a community of practice). The
process of bounding the case is crucial as it explicitly
defines what is included within the scope of the
study and what is excluded (Duff, 2014: 233-234).
This deliberate delimitation enables an intensive and
in-depth investigation of complex linguistic issues
within their authentic, real-life context.

Case study research is not a monolithic method but
encompasses various types, each suited to different

AxryaabHi mMTaHHS TymaHiTapHUX Hayk. Bum 89, tom 1, 2025

MogoszHaBscTBO. AiTEpaTypO3HABCTBO

...............................................................................

research objectives and theoretical contributions.
Understanding these typologies is crucial for
designing a rigorous and purposeful linguistic inquiry.

Robert Stake, a foundational figure in case study
research, distinguishes three primary types based
on the researcher’s interest and the study’s purpose:
intrinsic, instrumental, and collective case studies
(Stake, 1995: 3-7).

The paramount objective of intrinsic case study
is to achieve a deep, comprehensive understanding
of the unique aspects of a specific case, without the
explicit intention of generalizing findings to a broader
population. Such studies are chosen when the unique
features of a particular subject offer valuable insights
that cannot be replicated ethically or practically.

In an instrumental case study the chosen case is
investigated not for its inherent uniqueness but to
provide insights into a bigger research question, a
broader issue, theory, or phenomenon. The purpose
is to understand something else by understanding the
case. For instance, an examination of how language
input, a conducive environment, and motivation
influence a specific student’s speaking proficiency
could be instrumental in understanding general factors
contributing to second language acquisition.

Collective case study (multiple case study)
extends the instrumental case study by involving
the examination of multiple cases. The primary goal
is to understand a general phenomenon, to compare
and contrast different contexts, or to explore how a
particular issue manifests across various situations.
This design helps to reveal common patterns and
highlight differences across diverse instances, thereby
mitigating some concerns about generalizability
often associated with single case studies. The trend
in contemporary applied linguistics research is
increasingly towards multiple case studies to provide
several instances of a phenomenon, addressing issues
of typicality and variation (Stake, 2006: 16-38).

Stake’s typology is not merely a descriptive
classification; it  reflects the  researcher’s
epistemological intent. An intrinsic study prioritizes
deep understanding of the wunique, while an
instrumental one uses that uniqueness to illuminate
a broader theoretical issue. Collective studies
then leverage multiple unique instances to build
more robust analytical, general insights (Ellinger,
McWhorter, 2016: 3—-12).

Robert Yin, another influential scholar in case
study methodology, categorizes case studies based
on their specific research purpose into descriptive,
exploratory, and explanatory.

The primary aim of descriptive case studies
is to provide a rich, detailed description of a
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phenomenon. They are not typically guided by pre-
established generalizations but rather seek to present
a comprehensive account of the subject. In linguistics,
this could involve a detailed description of a specific
language dialect, documentation efforts for an
endangered language, or a historical account of the
evolution of a particular linguistic feature.

Exploratory case studies are utilized when there is
limited existing research on a phenomenon, or when
the goal is to identify relevant research questions
or procedures for a subsequent, more extensive
investigation. They serve to gain initial understandings
of a topic.

Explanatory case studies seek to answer “how”
or “why” questions, aiming to explain the causal
mechanisms behind a particular condition or sequence
of events. This type is useful for establishing cause-
and-effect relationships. In linguistics, an explanatory
case study might investigate how language shapes
political narratives (Yin, 2014: 1-19).

Yin’s typology explicitly links the type of
case study to the nature of the research question:
descriptive for “what”, exploratory for “what to study
next”, and explanatory for “how” and “why”. This
direct mapping signifies that the choice of case study
type is not arbitrary but is a direct consequence of the
researcher’s specific epistemic goals. The research
material also explicitly states that case studies are a
“preferred strategy when the research questions delve
into “how” or “why” an event or situation occurs”
(Ellinger, McWhorter, 2016: 1-13). This highlights
the methodological precision and flexibility inherent
in case study research.

Case studies are predominantly situated within the
frameworks of qualitative research and naturalistic
inquiry. They are often used “interchangeably with
terms such as ethnography, field study, and participant
observation” (Designing and Conducting, 2024),
primarily because they share similar philosophical
assumptions: they are conducted in natural settings
and strive for a holistic interpretation of the event or
situation under study. Therefore, case study research
in linguistics is grounded in several methodological
principles that distinguish it from other research
approaches. These are boundedness and singularity,
in-depth  investigation, —multiple perspectives,
contextual emphasis, and inductive reasoning.

Boundedness and singularity are understood as
the focus of case studies on clearly defined entities,
whether individuals, groups, institutions, or specific
linguistic phenomena, studied within their natural
boundaries (Duff, 2008: 23). In-depth investigation
means that the case studies emphasize intensive,
holistic description and analysis, going beyond

ISSN 2308-4855 (Print), ISSN 2308-4863 (Online)

...............................................................................

superficial observations to understand the underlying
complexities of linguistic phenomena.

Within multiple perspectives, researchers employ
various data sources and collection methods to
enhance the reliability and validity of their findings.
This approach incorporates different perspectives
of the same documented communicative event
to achieve a more comprehensive understanding
(Weidl, Goodchild, 2024: 3—4). Contextual emphasis
is achieved when phenomena are examined within
their real-life contexts, particularly when boundaries
between the phenomenon and its environment are
not evident. This includes consideration of linguistic,
sociocultural, political, educational, and historical
contexts (Duff, 2008: 95-97). As far as inductive
reasoning is concerned, researchers analyse data,
identifying patterns and generating insights rather
than testing predetermined hypotheses.

Conducting a case study in linguistics involves a
systematic, often iterative, process that encompasses
careful research design, diverse data collection
techniques, and rigorous qualitative data analysis.

According to R. Yin, a robust case study design
must comprise five essential components: research
question(s) (guide the inquiry, often focusing on
“how” or “why” questions); propositions (theoretical
statements or hypotheses that guide the data collection
and analysis); unit(s) of analysis (clearly defines what
constitutes the case (e.g., an individual, a group, an
event, a specific linguistic phenomenon)); linking data
to propositions (a clear strategy for how the collected
data will be connected to the study’s propositions);
criteria for interpreting findings (establishing clear
criteria for interpreting the results, which helps
maintain rigor and objectivity) (Yin, 2014: 19-57).

Concerning the data collection techniques, case
studies are characterized by their reliance on multiple
sources of evidence, allowing for triangulation
to enhance validity and provide a comprehensive
picture of the phenomenon. Common data collection
methods in linguistic case studies include interviews,
observations, document analysis, surveys and
questionnaires, corpus linguistics (Salmons, 2021;
Duft, 2014; McCombes, 2023; Okowa, Odero, 2024).

In-depth interviews with participants and key
informants are a cornerstone of qualitative case
studies. These interviews are typically broad and
loosely structured, designed to elicit rich narratives,
experiences, and meanings related to the linguistic
phenomenon under study. Effective interviewing
requires establishing rapport, asking open-ended
questions, and active listening.

Direct observation involves systematically
observing behaviors, interactions, and processes as
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they unfold in real-time within the natural setting.
Participant observation, where the researcher
actively engages in the setting, provides an even
deeper, firsthand understanding of language use in
context.

Document analysis involves the systematic review
and interpretation of various documents, both printed
and electronic, relevant to the case. In linguistics,
this could include a writer’s drafts, school records of
student writers, historical documents, official records,
personal diaries, memoirs, or media articles.

While case studies are primarily qualitative,
surveys and questionnaires can be used to collect self-
reported quantitative data (e. g. on language attitudes
or demographic characteristics) complementing the
in-depth qualitative data.

As far as Corpus Linguistics is concerned, the study
of large databases of naturally occurring language can
provide insights into linguistic patterns and trends,
offering a quantitative dimension to case studies. This
can involve frequency analysis, collocation analysis,
and concordance analysis.

The analysis in case study research typically
progresses through several stages: describing experience,
describing meaning, and focus of the analysis
(Zucker, 2009). Describing experience stage involves
systematically organizing and summarizing all collected
data. Researchers identify possible sources of data, review
literature for definitions relevant to the experience, and
map data from multiple sources using tables or charts
to cluster concepts. The goal is to construct models
that conceptualize dimensions and ideas, categorizing
experiences within relevant dimensions.

Building on the descriptive phase, describing
meaning stage involves delving into the meaning
participants ascribe to their experiences. Researchers
consult literature and link research questions to the
philosophical framework (e.g., social constructionism,
symbolic interactionism). They review transcripts,
archives, and records for instances of meaning, noting
particular words or passages. The aim is to interpret
participants’ thoughts, actions, and feelings to
understand the deeper meaning of their experiences.

The focus of the analysis stage involves linking
the analyzed data back to the study’s propositions and
explicating the criteria for interpreting findings. The
analysis focuses on context-specific or naturalistic
generalization. Each case is analyzed separately to
describe experience and meaning, concentrating
on how experience is tied to specific states, carries
consequences, and compares with typical trajectories
(Zucker, 2009; Yin, 2014).

Common qualitative data analysis methods
particularly suited for linguistic case studies include:
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thematic analysis, discourse analysis, narrative
analysis, and grounded theory.

Thematic analysis involves identifying, analyzing,
and reporting patterns or themes within the data. It
allows researchers to uncover underlying patterns
in discourse and gain a deeper understanding of
how language shapes social interactions. In second
language acquisition studies, thematic analysis can be
used to identify factors influencing language learning,
such as motivation or culture shock (Peel, 2020).

Discourse analysis deals with written or spoken
language within its social context. It helps identify
how culture, history, or power dynamics affect the
way concepts are discussed. Researchers examine
linguistic features such as metaphors, power dynamics,
and framing to uncover underlying social structures
and processes. In case studies, discourse analysis
offers a unique opportunity to explore intricate
communication layers, revealing how language
shapes interactions and beliefs (Macrae, 2020).

Narrative analysis focuses on listening to people
tell stories and analyzing what those stories mean. It
provides insights into how individuals make sense of
reality by examining their stories and the way they are
told, including plot, characters, setting, and themes.
This method is particularly valuable for understanding
personal experiences related to language learning or
use (Warren, 2025).

Grounded theory as an inductive approach
aims to develop theories and concepts directly
“grounded” in the collected data. Researchers begin
with observations of individuals or groups in action,
formulating tentative definitions of concepts through
iterative data collection and analysis. This method
is excellent for discovering new things and ensuring
findings are tightly connected to the empirical data
(Noble, Mitchell, 2016: 34-35).

Conclusions. Case study research is the indispensable
and powerful method within linguistics, offering a
profound capacity for in-depth understanding of complex
language phenomena. Case studies are not merely
descriptive accounts but rigorous empirical inquiries,
distinguished by their focus on a bounded system within
its real-life context and their reliance on multiple sources
of evidence. Whether the aim is to understand a unique
linguistic anomaly, shed light on a broader theoretical
issue, or compare phenomena across multiple contexts,
methodologically, case studies in linguistics provide
a tailored framework of qualitative research and
naturalistic inquiry. They are grounded in a number of
methodological principles and are characterized by an
iterative design process, comprehensive data collection
and sophisticated qualitative analysis approaches.
This multimodal approach ensures a rich, multifaceted
understanding of the subject.
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