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Abstract

The article studies the call signs of Ukrainian military personnel, attested in the language of mass media during the period of the full-scale
Russian-Ukrainian war (2022-2025). The sources of the analyzed material were all-Ukrainian and regional mass media. By the goal, the
functional and semantic features of military call signs were studied, with an emphasis on the continuity of trends and the latest manifesta-
tions of nominations. The achievement of the goal was facilitated by solving the following tasks: 1) to characterize the linguistic parameters
of call signs in Ukrainian linguistics; 2) to outline the relevant extralinguistic factors that influence the creation of the nominations under
study; 3) to identify thematic groups structured by military call signs of different form and meaning; 4) to analyze the degree of openness
of the specified group of anthroponyms that function in the language of Ukrainian mass media in 2022—2025. The analysis of the collected
material and the results of the study show that during the full-scale Russian-Ukrainian war, the trend towards the creation of military call
signs continues. Lexemes of this variety form the following thematic groups: designation of persons by profession, type of activity, occu-
pation, position; names that characterize the bearer by external signs and character traits; nominations that express ethnicity, place of birth,
residence, and other geographical concepts; anthroponyms, the basis of which is formed by zoolexemes and botanical names; nominations
formed from mythonyms; lexemes that mark tools, objects, and parts of various structures; anthroponyms formed from names and topo-
nyms; nominations of literary characters and film heroes; lexemes assigned to the expression of sweets, desserts, etc. It was found that
among the corpus of collected material, the largest group is constituted by unofficial names formed from mythonyms and biblical names.
Focusing on previous developments made it possible to state that call signs for female soldiers were added, among which there are attested
lexemes for the designation of various types of snakes, objects of the solar system, representatives of flora and fauna, mythological images,
and parts of various types of weapons. In addition, call signs are assigned to animals. Differentiation of anthroponyms built based on
polysemantic words causes difficulties, since without communication with the bearers of secondary names, it is difficult to determine what
semantic content constitutes the derivational basis of the nomination. In the language of Ukrainian mass media, several call signs have
opaque semantics; these include digital names. A tendency towards the active use of the lexeme call sign in proper names has been traced.
It has been studied that in the corpus of factual material, not only Ukrainian, but also borrowed words are attested. The expression of
Ukrainian military call signs is associated with both neutral nouns and marked ones that have pronounced emotive features. The dynamics
of informal lexemes towards an increase in the number of factually substantiated and non-standard models of creation indicate a great
promising potential of these linguistic units.

Keywords: Anthroponym; Call Signs; Extralinguistic Factors; Functionalism; Lexical-Semantic Processes; Mass Media Language; Nominations; Proper
Names; Russian-Ukrainian War, Semantics.

1. Introduction

1.1. Background

Ukrainian society is in a state of full-scale war, which was launched by the Russian Federation in 2022. In this regard, the communicative
processes in the country have changed their vectors, themes, and directions. As Siuta rightly emphasizes, “the full-scale war, in which
Ukraine and Ukrainians have been living since February 24, 2022, created a linguistic reality radically different from the peaceful one —
with fundamentally new texts, proper and common names, and modernized meanings. Systematically stratifying and comprehending this
phenomenon is the task of future generations. However, today, making only the first generalizations, linguists must most fully record
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“living” linguistic material — as a factual, source base for studying this period of the literary language development. After all, modern texts
of various styles and genres (journalistic, historical, colloquial, and occasionally official and business) in their lexical content and expres-
sive tonality are documentary reliable fixers, mental and emotional “molds” of language in the plane of description and evaluation of “one’s
own” and “other’s™” [10].

One of the important factors in the exchange of information is to get messages from territories where active military operations are ongoing.
In addition to public information operated by the mass media, the call signs (call names) of the Ukrainian military come into general use
through various sources. The “Great Explanatory Dictionary of the Modern Ukrainian Language” explains two lexemes that are close in
sound, structure, and derivational parameters: call sign — “which serves to draw attention to something” [2]; call signs — “plural. Conditional
signals for recognizing a radio station, ship, military unit, etc.” [2]. In the modern scientific paradigm, the concept of call sign has undergone
semantic expansion. Analyzing this nomination in the context of naming Ukrainian soldiers, researchers mostly treat it as an anthroponymic
unit and consider it within the framework of a military pseudonym, the formation of which began in 2014, when the first Ukrainian terri-
tories were occupied, and continues to this day [1; 5; 7; 9; 8]. We agree with the reasoning of S. Verbych that the use of proper names,
primarily anthroponyms, in various spheres of life of the current Ukrainian society is actively influenced by both intra- and extra-linguistic
factors, which often transform the onymic space [11].

An important extralinguistic factor that became a prerequisite for the creation and use of informal military names is active military opera-
tions [12]. As L. Belei notes, military pseudonyms have a long tradition, “they appear not only from the operational need to encrypt one’s
own identity, but also through cultural traditions, the roots of which can be traced back to the Cossacks, because a large number of surnames
of Cossack origin are former military pseudonyms” [1]. Other linguists also emphasize the antiquity of the tradition of the existence of
military pseudonyms: “Let us recall, for example, the use of military call signs during the national liberation struggles in the twentieth
century by the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists and the Ukrainian Insurgent Army” [8]. L. Belei expressed valid considerations
about the emergence of secondary names of those military personnel participating in military operations in the second decade of the 21st
century: “In volunteer battalions, starting in 2014, there was a crossing of military pseudonyms and call signs, that is, a cultural tradition
that implied the use of nicknames in war, and the tactical need to mask a person during the coordination of military operations using radio
communication” [1].

1.2. Call signs classification in the literature

Several qualifying principles for studying the unofficial anthroponymicon include differentiation by motivational characteristics [3]. First,
let us focus on the works that propose a classification of call signs of participants in the Anti-Terrorist Operation (ATO) / Joint Forces
Operation (JFO), which refers to combat operations before the full-scale invasion of Russia, i.e., until 2022. In the concept of Yu. Kopytko
[6], the analyzed nominations form four groups, which were shaped taking into account the following parameters: 1) the attribute “person
in society”, which unites unofficial anthroponyms by profession, preferences, national and ethnic characteristics, rank, family and other
ties; 2) the characteristic features of the bearer; for modelling this group, the researcher took into account character traits, appearance,
color, body parts, and included in the analysis the names of tools, weapons, military equipment, proper names of actors, singers, famous
historical figures, heroes of films and cartoons, folklore, myths, etc.; 3) a feature of the “reality of the surrounding world”, which became
the basis for describing the names formed based on the names of flora and fauna, toponyms, substances, materials, natural phenomena; 4)
surnames, given names, patronymics, which made it possible to form a group of nominal names [5]. Having limited his reseaerch to the
factual material of 2014, Kravchenko [7] divides call signs into two groups, each of which is structured by linguistic units of narrower
semantics: 1) appellative call signs, the basis of which is formed by zoolexemes, phytonominations, names of household items, professions,
appearance, body parts, ethnonyms, names of persons by kinship, etc.; 2) onymous call signs, formed from proper names, surnames,
patronymics, names of settlements, nominations of literary heroes, famous people, biblical and mythical creatures, etc. [7]. Belei distin-
guishes four functional types of call signs: operational (created for a specific operation, which are then changed); official (assigned to
individual positions; people can change, but the call signs remain the same); positional (names of individual positions, observation points,
etc.); heteronymic (names that are invented specifically for war, that is, in civilian life a person has a real name, in war - a heteronym) [1].
Thus, this new linguistic phenomenon deserves thorough attention and study.

During 2022-2025, several new military call signs were formed, which were actively influenced by the full-scale Russian-Ukrainian war.
The call signs that entered the media space in 2022 were analyzed in detail by N. Shulska, N. Kostusiak, N. Rymar, I. Zavarynska, S.
Mykhalchuk, and O. Bovda. Ukrainian researchers proposed ten thematic groups of call signs: 1) names indicating external features or
internal characteristics of denotates; 2) nominations indicating a person’s occupation, profession, or hobby; 3) call signs based on floro-
nomenes; 4) unofticial anthroponyms of faunonomen origin; 5) secondary proper names of military personnel, consonant with the names
of other persons (movie and multi-series heroes, fairy-tale characters, biblical or mythical creatures, actors, athletes, politicians, writers,
etc.); 6) call signs, the formation of which is associated with ethnonyms and names of nationalities, countries; 7) unofficial anthroponyms,
formed from nominations to denote family and kinship relations; 8) call signs, which are Ukrainian or foreign-language (own or foreign)
colloquial variants of names, as well as names close in sound to the official surname; 9) military pseudonyms, consonant with the names
of equipment and household appliances; 10) anthroponyms, semantically related to the nominations of natural phenomena, space, landscape

[8].
1.3. The relevance of research

In publications of various genres and style parameters, attention has repeatedly been drawn to the functional purpose and motivation of the
analyzed nominations, the commonality of which is condensedly conveyed by the reasoning presented in the media publication “Sky.
Kropyvnytskyi News™: “A call sign is not just a unique name or a set of symbols. It is a way of identification and self-expression, which
can have a deep personal and cultural context. Nowadays, when it comes to how to come up with a call sign, it is important to understand
its meaning and functions. A call sign can be associated with professional activities, hobbies, personal qualities, or a person’s history” [4].
Summarizing the opinions of researchers, we note that the lexeme call sign means a temporary (fictitious) name of a person, which is used
instead of a real name or surname in small groups of people related to the military sphere, for “disguise” for a certain professional purpose
or personal safety, as well as to facilitate quick recognition and communication with a specific person during oral communication. Since
an active stage of mobilization is currently underway, the process of creating and assigning new call signs to Ukrainian defenders is also
ongoing, which requires fixation and thorough research. It is important to analyze unofficial anthroponyms in comparison with those
described earlier, which will allow outlining manifestations that testify to compliance with established creation schemes, and identifying
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new trends and, accordingly, drawing up an updated typology of secondary names of persons. All this indicates the relevance of the problem
raised.

The purpose of the article is to study the functional and semantic features of call signs attested in the language of the mass media during
the period of the full-scale Russian-Ukrainian war (2022-2025), to clarify the continuity of trends and the latest manifestations of nomina-
tions. Achieving the set goal involves solving the following tasks: 1) to characterize the linguistic parameters of call signs in Ukrainian
linguistics; 2) to outline the relevant extralinguistic factors that influence the creation of the nominations under study; 3) to identify thematic
groups structured by call signs of military personnel of different forms and meanings; 4) to analyze the degree of openness of the specified
group of anthroponyms that function in the language of the Ukrainian mass media in 2022-2025.

2. Method

The source base of the study included modern information platforms of various types and forms of ownership (“Ukrainska Pravda”,
“Ukraina Moloda”, “Detector Media”, “Suspilne”, Radio Svoboda”, “Ukrinform”, “Vysokyi Zamok”, etc.) of the active phase of the Rus-
sian-Ukrainian war. The corpus of nominations compiled on their basis covers more than 100 units, presented in new, previously unana-
lyzed sentence constructions, which, in our opinion, emphasizes the innovative nature of the article.

The goal was achieved and the task was solved using the following research methods: descriptive, which made it possible to systematize
and classify call signs selected from mass media texts; the method of complex analysis, aimed at studying nominations in the semantic
aspect; the method of contextual-semantic analysis, which made it possible to characterize the selected statements in terms of the contextual
environment and semantic specificity; the method of component analysis used to study the semantic characteristics of call signs.

The formation of samples for analysis was carried out based on two stages:

At the first stage, we conducted content analysis of publications on the topic of the Russo-Ukrainian war on the above-mentioned online
news platforms. During the analysis, based on the toolkit of grounded theory, we conducted coding and categorization of the discourse
elements related to military callsigns.

At the second stage, we conducted a targeted search of publications based on categories identified within the first stage and conducted
appropriate analysis of functional-semantic aspects.

The process of research is schematically depicted on Figure 1 below:

Publications identified in
Ukrainian media space
during the first stage

N =370

MNumber of categories
formulated

N =10

Number of publications
selected in the media space
according to categories and

screened

N =109

Fig. 1: The Scheme of Research Continuity.

In turn, functional-semantic analysis made it possible to trace the process of changes, possible mutual transitions of syntactic forms when
expressing identical or close meanings, and secondly, to reveal the dialectical nature of the relationship between logical and grammatical
categories, the dialectical unity of content and form.

3. Results and discussion

3.1. Call signs by occupation (profession): examples and implications

In the language of Ukrainian media, we distinguish call signs to designate people by profession, type of activity, occupation, position, etc.
The motivation of some of them is given in the publication, for example: “S] moBepHyBCsI CbOr0IHI — YECHO Ka)y4H, Yy10, L0 TIOBEPHYBCSL.
[Ticns wTYpMiB AatOTh TPH JHI BiTHOBUTHCS. [IpOCTO Mmicis 90THPHOX 1i0, sIKi B MEHE OYJIH, HE KOKEH BiTHOBUTHCS 32 TPH JHI. AJie O0KC
Ta BUIIKaHHS MEHE BIJHOBIIOIOTHY. Take moBimomiieHHs 3amumme HaMm JImutpo birac — commar 80-0i okpeMoi JecaHTHO-IITYPMOBOL
opuramu 1B i3 mosusHuM «1led». Jlo xoBTH 2023-r0 BiH KepyBaB KyXHEIO Y JIbBIBCEKOMY 3aKiafi. 3apa3 — Kepye yJapHUMH JPOHAMH
B KimimiiBmi. A momixk mrypmamu Bumikae ximi6” (“I returned today — honestly, it’s a miracle that I returned. After the assaults, they give
me three days to recover. It is just that after the four days that I had, not everyone will recover in three days. But boxing and baking helped
me recover.” This message was left by Dmytro Bihas, a soldier of the 80th separate airborne assault brigade of the Armed Forces of Ukraine
with the call sign “Chef”. Until October 2023, he ran the kitchen in Lviv institution. Now, he oversees strike drones in Klishchiivka. And
between fights, he bakes bread”) (https://www.pravda.com.ua, May 23, 2024). From the content of the article, it is easy to determine that
the nomination chef has expanded its semantic structure compared to the semantic shades interpreted in the dictionary: “1. Head of an
institution, enterprise, department, etc. (chief) / Manager, chief, senior in relation to others who work together, have similar professions,
etc. ... 2. A person or organization that exercises patronage over someone, something. 3. In Russia of the 18th—19th centuries - a chief,
commander of a separate military unit, who exercised general supervision over the economy and management” [2]. We assume that the
call sign lle¢ (Chef) arose because of the truncation of the second part of the juxtaposition senior chef, absorbing the semantics of this
component.
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Professional employment indirectly became the basis for assigning the military call sign Editor, e.g., “/{o roBineto YkpaiHcbkoro paio.
Sk Boroe xypHauict i Begyuuit Bikrop L[BinixoBcekuii i3 mo3uBHuM «Penakrop” (“To the anniversary of the Ukrainian radio. How jour-
nalist and presenter Viktor Tsvilikhovskyi fights with the call sign “Editor”) (headline) (https://www.radiosvoboda.org, November 16,
2024). As we can see from the context, in peaceful life, the bearer of the unofficial name, although he did not hold the position of editor,
was to some extent involved in the field of journalism.

The onymic space was filled with the unofficial name Maestro, motivated by the military’s favorite pastime of playing a musical instrument
and singing, e.g.: “Ilpuiiny Ha nembens — po3depemocs». Ictopis 60-piunoro Giiiug TPO 3 nozuBHuM «MaecTpo» (3aroyioBok). HomoBik i
31 30po€l0 BIpaBISETHCH, 1 IpoBa pyOae. Komu ) BUAAETHCS MOXKIUBICTD — Ipae Ha Titapi. | cmiBae — 3BifcH, OUINTBCS, i TO3UBHUN —
«Maectpo»” (“When it is time for demobilization — we’ll figure it out.” The story of a 60-year-old TRO fighter with the call sign “Maestro”
(headline)). The man practices with weapons and chops wood. When the opportunity arises - he plays the guitar. And sings - hence, he
shares, the call sign was given — “Maestro”) (https://suspilne.media, January 3, 2023). The semantics of the analyzed call sign generally
gravitates towards the first meaning of this word given in the dictionary: “1. Respectful name of an outstanding musician, composer, artist
/I Address to such a person” [2].

With the projection to the position and academic rank, the military man received the call sign Professor: “ITam’sTi HayKoBISI AHIpIS
CemenoBuua (nosuBHuii «IIpodecop»)” (“In memory of the scientist Andrii Semenovych (call sign “Professor”) (headline))
(https://www.ukrinform.ua, January 6, 2025). From the publication, we learn that the defender was an associate professor of the Department
of International Relations of the National University “Ostroh Academy” and died near Bakhmut in the Donetsk region. Like the nomination
Maestro, the unofficial name Professor, although to some extent hyperbolizes the content embedded in it, has a transparent motivation.

In the language of the mass media, we occasionally come across two-component call signs of this thematic range, for example: “Ilicns
ciryOH B paisTHCBKOMY BIHCBKY BiH CMIsIBCSI caM 1 CMIIIUB ITyOIIiKy, Ipamiooun 35 pokiB y MaHexi Iupky. B 2022 porni moBepHyBCs 3
Amnrnii B Vkpainy, mo6 nitu gooposonsueM y 3CY. KioyH — crepeoTHIHe TaBpo, siIke BUKOPUCTOBYIOTh oOuBateni. «DapToBuii Apiekin»
— MMO3MBHHH JJIsI HOOpAaTHMIB. APTHCT OpHUTiHANBEHOTO JKaHPY — KBIHTeceHwist camoro cede” (“After serving in the Soviet army, he laughed
himself and made the audience laugh, working for 35 years in the circus arena. In 2022, he returned from England to Ukraine to volunteer
in the Armed Forces of Ukraine. Clown is a stereotypical label used by ordinary people. “Fortunate Harlequin” is a call sign for his brothers.
An artist of the original genre is the quintessence of himself”) (https://www.pravda.com.ua, May 7, 2024).

It is difficult to identify the motivational history of the call sign if the publication does not describe the preferences, interests, and occupation
of the bearer of the “second” name. In media texts, we often come across such nominations with a generalized indication of professional
activity, e.g.: “CsimuenHs BilicbkoBoro 3CY 3 IO3MBHUM «APXE0JIOr» IPO BTPATH y rapayux Toukax ¢pponty” (“Testimony of a military
officer of the Armed Forces of Ukraine with the call sign “Archaeologist” about losses in hot spots of the front”) (https://www.radiosvo-
boda.org, December 27, 2023); “Mu He qymainu, IO MOXXEMO IIOMEPTH», — Kayke BIHCHKOBOCIY)KOOBelb Ha o3uBHUI «bokcep»” (“We
did not think that we could die,” says a serviceman with the call sign “Boxer””) (https://suspilne.media, February 18, 2024).

3.2. Call signs based on appearance: specifics

The continuity of functioning is evidenced by call signs that characterize the bearer based on external signs and character traits. The context
in which the call sign Maliuk (baby) got used was of particular interest, e.g.: “byB MeHemKepoM i Gokcepom — craB Oiifiem. 3a 1Ba 3
TIOJIOBHHOIO POKH BiHHM NMPOMIIIOB IUISX BiJl CTPIIBIL 10 KoMaHaupa potu. Lle — npo Bikropa Ha niceBno «Maitrok», BIICBKOBOCITYKOOBIIS
128-1 6puragu Cun tepuropianbHoi o6oponu 3CY. Bin — nobposonens” (“He was a manager and a boxer - and became a fighter. In two
and a half years of war, he went from a rifleman to a company commander. This is about Viktor, alias “Maliuk”, a serviceman of the 128th
Brigade of the Territorial Defense Forces of the Armed Forces of Ukraine. He is a volunteer (https://www.radiosvoboda.org, October 6,
2024). Although the publication does not mention the appearance of the serviceman, given his boxing training, which requires constant
practice, we assume that the fighter has a strong physique. Therefore, the call sign is probably in an antonymous relationship with the
motivator.

3.3. Character traits as a factor in call sign creation

Call signs, the basis for the creation of which are the traits of a person’s character, are chosen by the Ukrainian military themselves or
assigned to them by others. For example, expressing disobedience, disagreement with the leadership became a prerequisite for a fighter to
choose the unofficial name Buntar (rioter): “bynTap: Crnieunpu3snauerenps byHrap: € 'cOBKOBI' KOMaHANPH, SIKUM BaXKIIUBIIIE OTPUMATH
31pOYKH Ha MOTOHH, HiX MEPEeMOTrTH (3arojoBok). «OIUH i3 MOIX KOMaHIHMpPIiB cKa3aB: ,,3BUKall OyTu BilickkoBuM”. Tumy B apwmii diTka
iepapxist. Ane s K JIOJVHA IMBUIBHA BIATIOBIB, [0 HE XOUy 10 IIOTO 3BHKATH...» Came depe3 OyHTapchbKy HaTypy BiH oOpaB coOi
no3uBHUH «bynTap” (“Special Forces soldier Buntar: There are “Soviet' commanders for whom it is more important to get stars on their
shoulder straps than to win (headline). “One of my commanders said, “Get used to being a soldier. There is a clear hierarchy in the army.
But as a civilian, I replied that I don’t want to get used to it...” It was because of his rebellious nature that he chose the call sign “Buntar”
(https://www.pravda.com.ua, September 24, 2024). For his cheerful disposition, the fighter was assigned the combat nickname Smile:
“Cwmaitn: HeBnos3i micist 11boro iHTepB 1o 3eHiTHUK 22-1 Opuraau 3CY 3arunyB. MakcuM oTpuMaB Bij modpaTtumiB no3uBHui «CMaiin» 3a
yemimky (“Shortly after this interview, an anti-aircraft gunner from the 22nd brigade of the Armed Forces of Ukraine died. Maksym
received the call sign “Smile” from his brothers for his smile”) (https://www.radiosvoboda.org, October 28, 2023). Let us note that the
word Smile came to the Ukrainian language from English (smile) using the transcription method of its graphic transmission. Call signs that
characterize the bearer by appearance and character traits are closest to individual nicknames, because nicknames are given to people
mainly based on these characteristics.

3.4. Ethnicity and origin as call sign formation factors

In the language of Ukrainian mass media, we come across call signs that denote ethnicity, place of birth, residence, and other geographical
concepts, for example: “Came icropito KoHana 3ranyBas iHIIiii 00€1b «ApTaHy» 3 MO3UBHAM «XO0XO0JD) Ti€l MUTI, KOJU CHJIU TTOJIHIIAIH
foro i Oyna croxyca npunuHUTH 60poTEOy” (“Namely the story of Conan was mentioned by another fighter of “Artan” with the call sign
“Khokhol” at the moment when his strength was leaving him and he was tempted to stop fighting”) (https://www.pravda.com.ua, November
10, 2023) - the fighter received the nickname “khokhol” in peaceful life and decided to use it during the war, stating that he does not
consider it offensive, because, as the military man himself explains, “khohol is “‘son of heaven” (in Crimean Tatar kok oglu - son of heaven)”
(https://www.pravda.com.ua, 10.11.2023); “Pocisiun BuBe3nan Baniga Ha aAMiHICTpaTUBHUI KOPIOH i3 MIBOCTPOBOM 0€3 JOKYMEHTIB Ta
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peueii. Tak 40JIOBIK i BUPILIKB cTaTH 10OPOBOJIBLEM, B3sBIIN cobi xapakrepuuii nosusHuit — «Kpum»” (“The Russians took Valid to the
administrative border with the peninsula without documents and belongings. So the man decided to become a volunteer, taking a charac-
teristic call sign — “Crimea”™) (https://www.pravda.com.ua, January 9, 2024); “biorpadis 56-piuHoro TepHomomsHuHa Tapaca
Muxanbdyka 3 MO3UBHHM «IcIaHens» TOYHO He BOHUCYETHCS B CTaHAAPTHI pamku Oiryt 36poiHux cun” (“The biography of 56-year-old
Ternopil resident Taras Mykhalchuk with the call sign “Spanish” definitely does not fit into the standard framework of a soldier of the
Armed Forces of Ukraine”) (https://www.pravda.com.ua, June 6, 2024) — the soldier lived and worked in Spain for a long time; “VY mporo
xnonust no3usHuit Yex. [Ipocus, 11106 He Ha3UBaTH oro mpi3BHIIa, TUIBKU iM’s1 — AHApiit. Bid — connar, BoiH, 3axuchuk...” (“This guy
has the call sign Czech. He asked not to disclose his last name, only his first name — Andrii. He is a soldier, warrior, defender...”)
(https://wz.lviv.ua, May 24, 2023) — the article talks about the places of residence, training, work of the Ukrainian soldier, but the Czech
Republic or its inhabitants are never mentioned.

Given this, it can be stated that some of the call signs are conditional. The unofficial name Yankee (fHki) is of interest: “Irop SIHKOB,
OiybII BimoMuit 32 TIO3UBHUM <SIHKI» — OJHH 13 HalBITI3HABaHIMNX OiopychKHUX MoOpoBoubLiB B Ykpaini” (“Igor Yankov, better known
by the call sign “Yankee” — one of the most recognizable Belarusian volunteers in Ukraine”) (https://www.pravda.com.ua, August 6, 2024).
On the one hand, we can associate it with the unchanged, outdated common name Yankee, explained in the dictionary as “a nickname for
Americans, natives of the USA” [2], and on the other, with the surname Yankov, which has been truncated.

3.5. Zoolexemes and botanical names in call signs

We trace the continuity of the trend towards creating call signs using zoolexemes, for example: “Pycnan 3 mo3uBHIM «BopoH» —Momoammit
ceprkaHT MTYpMoBoi potH 128-1 okpemoi ripcpko-mrypmMoBoi 3akapnarcekol opuragu” (“Ruslan with the call sign “Raven” is a junior
sergeant of the assault company of the 128th separate mountain assault Transcarpathian brigade”) (https://suspilne.media, May 20, 2024);
“Omneparop ApoHa MOJOAMIHIA cepkaHT JIMUTpo Ha mo3uBHUI «Cruy — HaiicTapiimii 00€Ib Miapo3aiTy Oe3MiIOTHHX JIITATBHUX arapariB
128 okpemoi ripcpko-mTypMoBoi 3akaprarcekoi opuragu” (“Drone operator Junior Sergeant Dmytro with the call sign “Athene” is the
oldest fighter of the unmanned aerial vehicle unit of the 128th separate mountain assault Transcarpathian brigade”) (https://suspilne.media,
December 23, 2024); “Ictopis reapaiiins 3 mo3uHEM «Komap» (headline). «Komapy ckiaB ¢i3uyuHi BUIPOOYBaHHS Ta ICHXOJIOT1YHI TECTH,
BTiM, Kake, III0 Yepe3 BEIHKY KiJIbKICTh OXOUYHX CTAaTH CHaiimepamu Homy He Baanocs” (“The story of a guard with the call sign “Mosquito”
(headline). “Mosquito” passed physical and psychological tests, however, he says that due to the large number of people who wanted to
become snipers, he failed”) (https://life.pravda.com.ua, August 25, 2023). Usually, these call signs not only reflect the fauna, but also
symbolize the special features of their carriers. The call sign was obviously chosen according to the corresponding associative connections
between the individual features of the person and the features of a particular animal. In the article about the soldier “Raven”, although there
is no history of the emergence of the unofficial name, there is a photo: the fighter has a black beard, which, presumably, served as the
motivator of his call sign. In the photo accompanying the publication about the fighter with the call sign “Mosquito”, we see a short man
with gentle features, which associatively explains his fictitious “second” name.

The call sign Sipa, attested in the language of the mass media, requires a separate comment, e.g.: “Y 0010 Ha cXoAi YKpaiHH 3aTHHYB
¢iHCHEKHI MemuK-n00poBotes Ha mo3uBHUI 'Cina” (“A Finnish volunteer medic with the call sign 'Sipa' died in battle in eastern Ukraine™)
(https://umoloda.kyiv.ua, November 25, 2024). The emergence of this nomination is associated with the cuttlefish, known for its ability to
secrete ink for self-defense. In translation into Finnish, the cuttlefish is sepia. Namely, the Finnish version of the name of the sea creature,
having undergone simplification in pronunciation and approximation to the Ukrainian orthoepy, became the basis for the creation of the
unofficial name of a combat medic from Finland.

Among the number of call signs, we single out a group of botanical names, for example: “VTim, HaPUKIHII JIUCTONAAA, NPALIOIOYN HA
cxoi, « YKpalHChKa IpaBa» HaTparmia Ha TOBOJI IIUPOTO CIIiBPO3MOBHHUKA — 3aCTYITHHKA KOMaHupa 68-01 OKpeMoi erepcbkoi Opuraan
imMeni Onekcu J{oBOymra Ha mo3uBHui SIBip” (“However, at the end of November, while working in the east, “Ukrainian Pravda” came
across a rather sincere interlocutor — the deputy commander of the 68th separate Oleksa Dovbush Jaeger Brigade with the call sign Maple™)
(https://www.pravda.com.ua, December 4, 2024); “Aepopo3BinHuk Ta kiHoomneparop Oneck Camuyk 3 mo3uBHHM «Kapkane» momir 3a
VYxpainy B 0010 3 Boporom Ha JloHenbkoMy Hanpsamky” (“Aerial reconnaissance and cameraman Oles Samchuk with the call sign “Hibiscus
fell for Ukraine in battle with the enemy in the Donetsk”) direction (https://umoloda.kyiv.ua, March 16, 2023). It is difficult to determine
what constitutes the basis of the semantic associations of the call sign Karkade (Hibiscus) — a lexeme that has the meanings of ‘dried
flowers of the Sudanese rose’ or ‘a sour-tasting drink of bright red color, prepared from dried periwinkles of rosella flowers’. In European
countries, this drink is consumed as tea. Of course, ignorance of the motivation of the analyzed call sign does not indicate its absence. We
agree with the considerations expressed on this subject by Ukrainian linguists: “Each call sign of a Ukrainian soldier, male or female,
undoubtedly has a motivational feature, which is often unknown to distant recipients for security reasons in modern military realities. It is
not always revealed in journalistic materials, only in some cases can we learn not only about the reason for the nomination by the call sign,
but also find out the detailed combat history of its origin [8].

tH)

3.6. Mythonyms’ place in call signs formation

In the corpus of collected material, a separate group is formed by call signs derived from mythonyms, e.g.: “I'onoc HanexaB Ha4aJILHUKY
mraly Garanbiiony, 49-piunoMy neliteHanTy Pycramy Hypryziny Ha niceBno «J[kum», sikuit Toro aHs OyB onepaTuBHUM deproBuM. OnHa
3 xapakTepucTHk J[)XnHa, Ky KaB ioro mobparuM, neiireHant Onece Mamsapesuu (mo3uBHHE Opicceit), 3By4nTh Tak: «/DKHH Iyxe
CIOKil{HA JIFOJIMHA, SKa BUPINIY€E 3a/1a4i Oyab-sSKOr0 piBHS CKIATHOCTI, He migBuilytodn romocy»” (“The voice belonged to the battalion
chief of staff, 49-year-old Lieutenant Rustam Nurhudin under the pseudonym “Genie”, who was on operational duty that day. One of the
characteristics of Genie, given by his brother, Lieutenant Oles Malyarevych (call sign Odysseus), sounds like this: “Genie is a very calm
person who solves problems of any level of complexity without raising his voice”) (https://www.pravda.com.ua, August 23, 2024). The
call sign Odysseus evokes associations with the national hero of Greece, known from Greek mythology and epic as one of the main heroes
of the Trojan War and sung in the “Iliad” and “Odysseus”. The call sign Genie is associated with a fairy-tale hero who guards treasures or
rewards those who treat him with respect and punishes disrespectful people.

Call signs formed from mythonyms include the call sign Rollo, e.g.: “Kombar Ilepmoro mrypmoBoro Garamsiiony Tpersoi okpemoi
mrypmoBoi Opuranu Ierpo I'opbaTenko Ha no3uBHUI «Pommio» cTaB 10OPOBOIIBIIEM HA TPETHOMY Kypci icTopudHoro ¢daxynsrery” (“Bat-
talion commander of the First Assault Battalion of the Third Separate Assault Brigade Petro Horbatenko with the call sign “Rollo” became
a volunteer in the third year of the history faculty”) (https://www.pravda.com.ua, December 23 2023). Rollo is considered one of the Viking
leaders, the first ruler of the Viking territory, which later became Normandy. Rollo’s descendants were the dukes of Normandy, and later
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the kings of England. We assume that the deep knowledge of the past, obtained while studying at the history faculty, was a prerequisite for
assigning the military call sign Rollo.

It is difficult to determine the motivational basis of the call sign Troll, since the publication does not mention this, e.g., “ITo3uBHuit «Tpos'.
BomnonTepn, BifiCHKOBI Ta MOJIIEHCHKI 3HSITH KIIIII, TPUCBSYEHHUH MTOJIErINM yKkpaiHceknM 3axucHuKaM (headline)” (“Call sign 'Troll'. Vol-
unteers, military, and police officers shot a clip dedicated to the fallen Ukrainian defenders (headline)”) (https://www.pravda.com.ua, July
28,2024). The troll is known from Scandinavian folklore, mythology and fairy tales as an ugly dwarf or giant, a demon that harms people,
scares them. Perhaps the goal of the military to punish the enemy, to inflict the greatest possible losses on him, was the prerequisite for
assigning this call sign.

We consider the call sign Demon, formed from the name of a certain spiritual force, known from myths and biblical texts, to be close in
motivational features, e.g.: “Byznem coaiBaTHcs, 110 BCiX BiiCBKOBOCTYX00BIIB, 3aXHUCHUKIB MapiynoiabChKOro rapHi30Hy IOMIHSIOTH Ha
ctpokoBukiB Kypcrekoi ob6macti. Tomy OyneMo criomiBaTHcsy, 1 UeKaTH Ha IKUICh KOHCTPYKTHUB 31 cropoHH Pocii», — ckazas Panio CBoGoxa
oboporens Mapiymnois, 6oens Hamionansaoi reapaii Onexcanap Ha MO3UBHHHN «J[eMOH», SIKMI TIOBEPHYBCS 10 YKpaiHH i 9ac 0OMiHy
notonennmu 31 ciwns 2024 poky Ta morydmBes 1o aknii y 3anopixoki” (“Let us hope that all the servicemen, defenders of the Mariupol
garrison will be exchanged for conscripts from the Kursk region. Therefore, we will hope and wait for some constructive action from
Russia,” explained Radio Liberty, the defender of Mariupol, a fighter of the National Guard Oleksandr, with call sign “Demon”, who
returned to Ukraine during the prisoner exchange on January 31, 2024 and joined the action in Zaporizhzhia” (https://www.radiosvo-
boda.org, August 18, 2024). In the myths of different cultures, demons carry evil and much less often contribute to the implementation of
something good. On the other hand, in many religions, in Christianity, a demon is only an evil creature that seeks to harm people, causes
associations with sin, temptations, and evil spirits. This is probably how a Ukrainian soldier sees himself in relation to the Russian occupiers.
In media publications during the active phase of the Russian-Ukrainian war, we come across the call sign Top (Thor), e.g.: “23 6epe3ns
2024 poxy mix yac BUKOHAHHs OOHOBOTO 3aBHaHHsS Ha 3arlopi3bKOMY HampsMKy B ceni PoGoTuHe 3armHyB Bimomui po3sizHuk Top,
KOMaHJIMp 3BeieHOT poTu 65-1 okpemMoi MexaHizoBaHoi Opuragu 3CY Opuraam monoammii cepskanT Makcum Otinos” (“On March 23,
2024, while performing a combat mission in the Zaporizhzhia direction in the village of Robotyne, the famous scout Thor, commander of
the combined company of the 65th separate mechanized brigade of the Armed Forces of Ukraine, junior sergeant Maksym Otinov, was
killed” (https://uanews.zp.ua, March 27, 2024). The motivational basis for this unofficial name is a word with different meanings, inter-
preted in Ukrainian lexicography as: “Thor. ... A geometric body formed by the rotation of a circle around an axis that lies in the plane of
this circle and does not intersect it. Thor?. ... A track. Thor’. ... An extra-system unit of pressure... Thor*. ... In Old Norse mythology, the
god of war, thunder, and lightning” [2]. We assume that the call sign of a soldier is associated with the nomination of a deity, because a
fighter takes part in active military operations, that is, according to behavioral stereotypes, he is as close as possible to a mythical hero. In
addition, in the press and oral communication, Ukrainian defenders are repeatedly called the gods of war, emphasizing their courage, high
skill, and indomitability. It is important to add that sometimes the names of non-beings also receive a call sign; it applies to combat vehicles:
“bponboBuk i3 no3uBHIM 'TOP' moBepryBcs n0 ctporo (headline)” (“An armored vehicle with the call sign "TOR' has returned to service™)
(headline) (https://spgr.org.ua/ua, July 5, 2023).

3.7. Undefined motivation of call signs: the latency of roots

Call signs with a clearly undefined motivation include Saba, e.g.: “Y n’stHu1to, 18 >KOBTHs, Ha BiliHi 3arMHYB MOJIOJIIIHUI cepkaHT BikTop
Crenbmax 3 mo3uBHUM «Caba» 1995 poky HapoKEHHS, SIKOTO BBaXKAaJIM OJHUAM 3 Hakkparux oneparopis BIIJIA y 6purani” (“On Friday,
October 18, Junior Sergeant Viktor Stelmakh with the call sign “Saba” born in 1995, who was considered one of the best UAV operators
in the brigade, died in the war”) (https://umoloda.kyiv.ua, October 19, 2024). The analyzed nomination has several meanings, one of which
is related to the biblical theme: in the biblical tradition, the legendary ruler Queen of Sheba (Saba) is known, who is mentioned in the
context of a meeting with King Solomon. In addition, Saba is an island in the Caribbean Sea, and the partially modified version of Sabo is
a popular name in some countries, especially in Georgia. Therefore, it is quite difficult to determine what associative characteristics are
embedded in the call sign.

The call sign SIpem (Yarem) is attested in the media space, e.g., “Tlam’sTi necanTHHKa, cliopTcMeHa Mukonu SIpeMuyka (o3uBHUI «SIpem»)
(headline)” (“In memory of the paratrooper, athlete Mykola Yaremchuk (call sign “Yarem”) (headline)”) (https://www.ukrinform.ua, May
29, 2023). The mentioned “second” name is potentially related to two motivators: on the one hand, it should be qualified as a truncated
part of the surname Yaremchuk, and on the other hand, it should be considered about the dialect noun sipem (bow, yoke), the literary
equivalent of which is yoke [2], i.e., “l. A harness for cattle, made of wooden bars connected in the form of a frame, which is put on the
neck of the animals and locked with splinters. // only singular, figurative. Burden, hard load. 2. only singular, figurative. Oppression of
someone. 3. el. Part of the magnetic circuit of an electric machine, which connects its poles” [2]. Despite the presence of several semanti-
cally related interpretations, we are inclined to believe that the call sign Yarem is a truncated form of the military’ surname, since such
creation of unofficial names of Ukrainian defenders is a widespread phenomenon.

Given the creative base, the call sign Boxa (Vokha) is close to the analyzed one as a shortened and slightly modified form of the name
Bomogumup (Volodymyr), e.g.: “OnHe 3 HallKpamux yocoOJieHb HaIIoOro Hapoxy: y 0oro 3armHyB mporpamict Bomogumup IBamieHko
«Boxay, ronoBuuii cepxanrt i3 4-1 6puragu HI'Y” (“One of the best personifications of our people: programmer Volodymyr Ivashchenko
“Vokha”, a senior sergeant from the 4th brigade of the National Guard, died in battle”) (https://novynarnia.com, May 4, 2024).

Even greater difficulties in terms of motivation are caused by call signs that have no equivalent in the Ukrainian language. The nominations
with opaque semantics include the proper name Yangrr recorded in the mass media language, e.g., “Onexciro ITaBniituyky 46 poxis. Foro
mo3uBHUI — «SIHTpp». BiH ronoBHHI cepkaHT OaTambiioHy ynapHUX Oe3mioTHHX aBianitHux koMrutekciB (BYBnAK) «Aximrecy 92-oi
wtypmoBoi 6puramu” (“Oleksii Pavliichuk is 46 years old. His call sign is “Yangrr”. He is the chief sergeant of the battalion of strike
unmanned aviation complexes (BUBpAK) “Achilles” of the 92nd assault brigade”) (https://www.pravda.com.ua, September 26, 2024). So,
a call sign with opaque semantics is an unofficial designation of a military person, the origin of which cannot be explained without a
motivation heard from the bearer of this name. In the military, opaque call signs are distinctive identifiers, frequently nicknames, that are
used on military papers and in radio conversations in place of names. By making identification easier, these call signs facilitate communi-
cation and are essential for preserving anonymity, particularly during operations. Peers may assign them, the individual may choose them,
or they may be based on personal traits or experiences.
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3.8. Structures and objects as call signs, “building blocks”

In the language of Ukrainian mass media, we record call signs that correlate with the names of tools, objects, parts of various structures,
etc., e.g.: “«byp» min baxmyTom: oHa 3 THCAY iCTOpil PO repoiuHy ob6opony Mmicta-dopreri Ha Jorequuni” (“Drill” near Bakhmut: one
of thousands of stories about the heroic defense of the fortress city in the Donetsk region”) (https://umoloda.kyiv.ua, January 18, 2023);
“Bxe pik Muxona Pycenpkuii Ha mo3uBHHNA «MOJOT» CIy»KHUTh Ha MpOTe3i. A Jesiki chiBCIy)OO0BLI Npo L€ 1 He 3I0TaAyIOThCSA: X04a
MuKos1a X01B 3 HUIMHU Ha IITYPMH, Ta BXK€ «BIANPAIIOBaB)» y HAHTapA4ilIuX ToUukax (GpoHTY: 30kpeMa y paiioHi baxmyty Ta Conenapy”
(“For a year now, Mykola Rusetskyi has been serving on a prosthesis under the call sign “Hammer”. And some fellow servicemen do not
even suspect this: although Mykola went with them to storms, he has already “worked out” in the hottest points of the front: in particular,
in Bakhmut and Soledar’) (https://www.radiosvoboda.org, September 7, 2023). In the “Great Explanatory Dictionary of Modern Ukrainian
Language”, a drill is interpreted as “a tool for drilling wells in the soil and various rocks” [2], and a hammer — “1. A large-sized hammer
for crushing stone, for forging iron, hammering something, etc. 2. A machine for impact action for processing metal blanks and materials
by pressure. 3. A sports projectile for throwing, consisting of a metal core with a cable” [2]. Taking part in the modeling of call signs, the
analyzed words underwent semantic shifts towards expressing the strength, stability, power, courage, endurance of Ukrainian defenders in
the fight against the Russian aggressor.

In the media space, we find a headline with the unofficial name “3amox” (Zamok), e.g.: “Tlo3uBHHIT «3aMOK». XepCOHEIb NEePEILIHB
JlHinpo Ha 4oBHI, 00 xicratucs MuKkonaeBa Ta miTh 3axumary pigauid kpait” (“Call sign “Zamok”. Kherson dweller swam across the
Dnipro by boat to reach Mykolaiv and defend his native land”) (https://inshe.tv, October 7, 2022). The article does not contain information
about what exactly the prerequisite was for assigning the call sign to the fighter, and which syllable is stressed. One of the most common
meanings of the word 3amox (keylock) is “a device for locking doors in rooms, cabinet doors, chests, drawers, etc.”, although, in addition
to it, the dictionary records six more semantic shades [2]; 3damox (castle) — “1. A fortified dwelling of a feudal lord of the Middle Ages with
defensive, economic, religious, etc. buildings, usually surrounded by a high stone wall with several towers. // A large landowner’s house;
palace. 2. obsolete, rarely. Prison building; prison” [2]. The given meanings of both tokens do not allow for determining what motivation
is embedded in the call sign 3amox. The analyzed unofficial name indicates that the sources of call sign formation are mostly close to the
consumer of information, even if they have entered the language of the mass media. A correct idea aimed at solving the problem raised
was expressed by L. Belei: “The problem of Ukrainian military naming requires a broader survey, a more detailed analysis of typical
models according to which combat pseudonyms are formed” [1].

3.9. Foreign words in call sign formation

In the language of mass media, we come across military call signs, the basis of which is formed by words of foreign origin. Similar to the
previously analyzed nominations, a significant part of the unofficial names of this variety do not have a transparent motivation, e.g.,
“BilicpkoBocTy>k00BeIb Ha mo3uBHUI 'JIioH' Boroe Ha XapkiBmuHi Ta myOmikye y cBoemy YouTube-kaHaii BiieOCBiTUEHHS, K POCISTHA
3HUIIYIOTh YKpaiHCBKi cena” (“A serviceman with the call sign 'Lion' is fighting in the Kharkiv region and publishes video evidence on his
YouTube channel of how the Russians are destroying Ukrainian villages™) (https://suspilne.media, September 11, 2024). Let us note that
the lexeme Lyon denotes a city in France, a French football club, and a male name. It is also difficult to determine other unofficial names’
associative connection with the formed word, in particular - Kurt: “BiiicekoBuii i3 mo3usaum 'Kypt' noennascs mo Bidiceka” (“A soldier
with the call sign 'Kurt' joined the army”) (https://suspilne.media, July 17, 2024). The foreign language word Kurt, as a proper name, is a
male name, and functioning as a common name, this noun denotes a dry fermented milk product. We are inclined to the first option as the
motivator of the call sign.

In contrast to the previously given unofficial names, the call sign Tom Sawyer has a transparent meaning, for example: “Towm Coiiep,
Hanpuknaza: [To3usuuit Tom Coiiep: icTopist HaurBapaiiins, skl BpsTyBaBcs micis BuOyxy Minu min baxmyrtom (headline)” (“Call sign
Tom Sawyer: the story of a National Guardsman who survived a mine explosion near Bakhmut (headline)”) (https://life.pravda.com.ua,
January 27, 2023). In the publication, the soldier explains why he received such a name from his comrades, but even without this infor-
mation it is clear that the motivator is the hero of the works addressed to children, the author of which is Mark Twain: “Boin kaxe, 1o
no3uBHUI Tom Coiiep oMy oOpanu He TUIBKK Yepe3 Te, Mo Ie Horo ymrobieHa KHUTra, a i 4epes3 Hemocuarovicts Ha mo3uniax” (“The
soldier says that the call sign Tom Sawyer was chosen for him not only because it is his favorite book, but also because of his restlessness
in positions”) (https:/life.pravda.com.ua, January 27, 2023). We also come across the one-word call sign Sawyer, the semantics of which
is associated with the same character in the novels of the American writer: “/laniens Canem CIIy>KUTh y PO3BIAIPYII 1 Ma€ MO3MBHUN
«Coitepy, sixkuii HaTXHeHHUI KHUroto Mapka TBena «IIpuromu Toma Coiiepay. «Coliep» pa3oMm 3 moOpaTuMamMH NpUiMae BHKIHMK Bij
BOpora B OIIIDKHIX 005X, pa3oM 3 moOpaTUMamH MPOMIIOB Hai3ameKIilli MTypMH, HEOJHOPa30BO MOTPAIUIAB MiJ BOPOXKi o0CTpiny,
3BUIbHSIB XEPCOHIIMHY, YUM BJIacHe i mpoaosxkye 3aiimarucs” (“Daniel Salem serves in a reconnaissance group and has the call sign
“Sawyer”, which is inspired by Mark Twain's book “The Adventures of Tom Sawyer”. “Sawyer”, together with his comrades, accepts the
challenge from the enemy in close combat, together with his comrades, went through the fiercest assaults, repeatedly came under enemy
fire, liberated the Kherson region, which he continues to do” (https://apostrophe.ua, October 18, 2024).

Sometimes, call signs correlate with movie heroes, e.g.: “BpaTyBaB IoHaJ| CiM COTEHb XKUTTIB: iCTOpis HapaMeIKa Ha I03MBHUMH «oma»”
(Saved over seven hundred lives: the story of a paramedic with the call sign “Yoda™”) (https://ye.ua, October 28, 2023). Let us recall that
Yoda, known from the movie “Star Wars”, was distinguished by wisdom, strength, and agility, and at the same time was endowed with
several superhuman abilities.

Another group is formed by military call signs denoting sweets, desserts, e.g., Snickers, for example: “BilicbkoBuii 3 no3uBHUM «CHiKepc»,
KU cIyKuTh y PiBHOMY, po3noBiB mpo gomomory nopaneHuM Ha [TokpoBcekoMy HampsMky” (“A soldier with the call sign ‘Snickers',
who serves in Rivne, spoke about helping the wounded in the Pokrovskyi direction”) (https://suspilne.media, November 14, 2024). Snickers
is a popular brand of chocolate bars that many people like, including military personnel. That is why the fighter was assigned the call sign
Snickers, as the bearer of the unofficial name himself tells about: “Hamreapuiiiro Pomany 3 mozusamM «CHikepey — 22 poku. BiH € Bomiem-
caniTapoM. 3 fioro ciiB, BiH mo6uTs conmoake Ta «CHikepem»” (“National Guard Roman with the call sign “Snickers” is 22 years old. He
is a paramedic driver. According to him, he loves sweets and “Snickers™”) (https://suspilne.media, November 14, 2024). Due to his stocky
build, the Ukrainian serviceman received the call sign Pacrimka (Rastishka), as we learn from the publication: “6 nucronana MuHae 1eB’sTb
ITHIB, SIK LIeH CBIT MOKUHYB BilicbkoBHiA Menuk, Maiiop 3CY Anrtos llleBuyk 3 mo3uBHuM «Pacrimikay. ... [Toopatumu oxpectunu [lleBuyka
«Pacrimkoro», WMOBIpHO, BUPILIMBINY, 1110, TUIBKH BKHBAIOYH HOTYPT, MOXKHA CATHYTH Maibke JBOX METpIB 3pOCTY, SIK y AHTOHA”
(“November 6 marks nine days since the military medic, Major of the Armed Forces of Ukraine Anton Shevchuk, with the call sign
“Rastishka”, left this world. ... The brothers-in-arms nicknamed Shevchuk “Rastishka”, probably deciding that only by eating yogurt, one
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can reach almost two meters in height, like Anton (https://wz.lviv.ua, November 6, 2024). Given the motivational basis, we include the
call sign Pepsi in the specified group: “O6oponss [lloctky, a Tenep ciyxuTh Ha JJonequuni. Icropist 6iitus 3 Cymimunnu 3 nozuBauM «Ilemci”
(“He defended Shostka, and now serves in the Donetsk region. The story of a soldier from Sumy region with the call sign “Pepsi™”)
(https://suspilne.media, September 8, 2024). Unlike the previously described unofficial names, built based on the real or attributed to the
fighter’s consumption of a certain product, the Pepsi call sign is associated with the professional activities of its bearer, as the reader learns
from the article: “Csiif mo3uBHHIf YOJIOBIK OTPHMaB 4epe3 Te, o 10 2022 poKy NparfoBaB TOPrOBUM IIPEICTABHIKOM, IIPOJAI0OYH COKH Ta
razoBani Hanoi” (“The man received his call sign because he worked as a sales representative until 2022, selling juices and carbonated
drinks”) (https://suspilne.media, September 8, 2024).

3.10. Numbers as call signs

Among the corpus of collected material, we note the digital call sign 79, e.g.: “Ha Jlyranmuni B 605X 3 BOPOTOM 3arWHYB HOJKOBHHK
Banepiit I'ya3s. [Ipo ne noizomus ¢oux «IloBepuucs xuBuM». [Tonpyu mosuBHUH «79», Horo yacto Hasusamu ®exoposuy” (“Colonel
Valeriy Hudz died in battles with the enemy in Luhansk region. This was reported by the “Return Alive” foundation. Despite the call sign
“79”, he was often called Fedorovych”) (https://Ib.ua, March 13, 2022). The article further states that “Banepiit I'yn3p ciyxus y 79
necaHTHil Opurazi, 3Biaku 3BinbHEBCs y 2001-My y 3BanHi Maitopa” (“Valeriy Hudz served in the 79th Airborne Brigade, from which he
was discharged in 2001 with the rank of major””) (https://Ib.ua, March 13, 2022). Presumably, the number of the airborne brigade motivated
the assignment of an unofficial name to the defender of Ukraine.

Without additional information from the servicemen, it is quite difficult to determine the semantics of the call sign Brutto, e.g.: “35-piunmuii
BilicbkoBoOCITy>k00BeIb 3 JIynbka Ha mo3uBHUN «BpyTTo» 3 4epBHs 2022 poKy CIyKUTh Ha OCAJi BOAIS B3BOJY MPOTUTAHKOBHUX PAKETHHUX
KoMIUTeKciB y 118 okpemiit mexaHizoBaHii Opurani. Topik y >KOBTHI 40JIOBiK oTpruMaB nopaneHHs” (“A 35-year-old serviceman from Lutsk
with the call sign “Brutto” has been serving as a platoon driver of anti-tank missile systems in the 118th separate mechanized brigade since
June 2022. Last year, in October, the man was wounded” (https://suspilne.media, September 14, 2024). In Ukrainian lexicography, the
invariable noun brutto is explained as: “1. Weight of goods including packaging. 2. Gross income without deduction of expenses... 3.
Registered tonnage, accepted in international maritime shipping, is an indicator of the size of the vessel” [2]. In addition, the word “Brutto”
written in Latin and with a capital letter functions as the name of the Belarusian punk rock band of Serhii Mikhalok. Despite the presence
of several meanings, we do not dare to outline the associative connection with the unofficial name of the fighter.

Figure 2 below presents the percentage distribution of Ukrainian military call signs thematic groups:
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Fig. 2: Percentage Distribution of Ukrainian Military Call Signs Thematic Groups.

3.11. Female call signs

In most studies, linguists resort to analyzing call signs denoting military men. Like men, they receive call signs, as they are also involved

in military operations. The prerequisites for receiving a second name are the same as for the male group of Ukrainian defenders it concerns

the convenience of communication, concealment of real official data in case of interception of conversations by the enemy, etc. Among
the corpus of collected material, we record unofticial names used by female servicemen. A group of language units of this variety is formed
by lexemes denoting:

1) Various types of snakes, e.g.: “BiiicekoBocmyx6oBuus Okcana — 3 BomuHi, Ha ciyx6i 3 2020 poky. 3i3HaeThbest: e Oyia 1 AuTsda
Mpisi. 3a cBiif BoHOBHMYHMiT XapakTep oTpumana no3uBHuil «YopHa mMamba» — 1e HeOesmeuHa 3mis. Ciykuiia 3eHITHHIEIO, aji
6oitoBuM meaukom” (“Military servicewoman Oksana — from Volyn, in service since 2020. She admits: it was her childhood dream.
For her militant character, she received the call sign “Black Mamba” - this is a dangerous snake. She served as an anti-aircraft gunner,
then as a combat medic”) (https://konkurent.ua, December 23, 2024); “BonontepcTBo B okynamii Ta Bctyn 10 3CY: icTopis BiiCbKOBOT
3 Xepcona 3 mo3uBHIM «KoOpa» (headline)” (“Volunteering in the occupation and joining the Armed Forces of Ukraine: the story of
a military woman from Kherson with the call sign “Cobra” (headline)’”) (https://suspilne.media, September 4, 2023); “Tlo3nBHuit
«AHakoHza»: OaraTo/iTHa MaTH, sika 3axuiiae IpmiHb, 3BepHynacs no ykpainmis” (“Call sign “Anaconda”: a mother with many chil-
dren, defending Irpin, addressed Ukrainians (headline)”) (https://bigkyiv.com.ua, March 6, 2022). The motivational basis of call signs,
which semantically correlate with the names of snake species, is mainly the character traits of their carriers, in particular, energy,
ambition, indomitability in the fight against the enemy. In the media space, we also come across call signs that are consonant with the
generalized name of these reptiles — snake, for example: “Y PiBHeHCEKOMY paiiorHOMY TLIK ciry>xuTh BiiichkoBa 3 MO3UBHIAM «3MisD»
(headline)’ (“A military woman with the call sign “Snake” serves in the Rivne District CCC (headline)”) (https://rivne.media, March
24, 2024); “Tlam’siTi 6otioBoro menuka [lianu Barnep (mo3usHuit «3mis») (headline)’ (“In memory of combat medic Diana Wagner
(call sign “Snake”) (headline)”) (https://www.ukrinform.ua, December 20, 2024). In our opinion, one of the motivators of the military
name “Snake” may be the performance of combat medic duties by women, because, as is known, the emblem of medical workers
depicts a bowl with this reptile;
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2) Objects of the solar system, e.g., “Tlo3uBnuii — «Coneuko»: sk ciayxuth B 3CY ojHa 3 nepiux xiHok-kaneaaHok” (“Call sign — “Sun”:
as one of the first female chaplains serves in the Armed Forces of Ukraine”) (https://www.radiosvoboda.org, December 23, 2024) —
the highlighted diminutive serves as a means of expressing the positive-evaluative characteristics of the bearer of the “second” name;

3) Representatives of flora and fauna, e.g.: “Haranis 3akiHumna Kypcu BiHCBKOBOI IICHXOJIOTIi 1 BCTymmiIa A0 HONKY «A30B», 00
npojorxuTh musix FOpis. Orpumana no3uBHui «Pomamka” (“Natalia graduated from military psychology courses and joined the
“Azov” regiment to continue Yuri’s path. She received the call sign “Romashka” [camomile]”) (https://www.ukrinform.ua, January
22, 2024). Although the article does not contain information about why the woman received this call sign, her surname Luhovska
allows expressing certain considerations on this issue, building a motivational chain. The proper name Luhovska is derivationally
related to the common-root noun ayr (meadow). Since one of the most common meadow flowers is chamomile, we assume that this
was the motivator of the call sign. The same unofficial name was assigned to another woman: “Tlam’siTi 60ii0Boi MenukuHI BaneHTHHI
[Mymma (mosuBHMH «Pomammkay) (headline)” (“In memory of combat medic Valentyna Pushych (call sign “Romashka” [camomile])
(headline)’) (https://www.ukrinform.ua, November 23, 2023). In the photo accompanying the text of the publication, we see that
Valentyna was blonde. Presumably, it was the color of her hair that became the prerequisite for the appearance of the unofficial name
Romashka (camomile). Among the defenders whose call signs are correlated with the names of representatives of the fauna, Ptashka
(Birdie) is well-known, e.g., “3axucauig Mapiynons 3 'A3oBcrani' Ha no3uBHuH 'TlTamka', po3nosina npo 3arudens Ha BiifHI CBOTO
napeuenoro” (“The defender of Mariupol from 'Azovstal' with the call sign 'Ptashka' [Birdie] spoke about the death of her fiancé in the
war”) (https://wz.lviv.ua, November 6, 2022). The woman received such an unofficial name because she has a beautiful voice and is
fond of music. The video of Ptashka singing Ukrainian songs at Azovstal became a reflection of courage and indomitability.

4) Mythological images, e.g.: “Bu uynu npo nraxy ®enikc? 3a jeresjoro, e yapiBHa icCTOTa, sIKa BOCKpecae 3 MOIely i BipOIKy€EThCs
10HOI0. MoximBo, came ToMy 25-piuHa AHactacist CaBka, sika minuia 1oOpoBoJiblieM Ha (pOHT, obOpana co0i Takuil MO3UBHHUN —
®emnike...” (“Have you heard of the Phoenix bird? According to legend, it is a magical creature that rises from the ashes and is reborn
young. Perhaps that is why 25-year-old Anastasia Savka, who volunteered for the front, chose such a call sign for herself — Phoenix...”)
(https://wz.lviv.ua, December 20, 2023); “SIx6u He Adina, ixy OyB Ou ramimk», — Tak KOPOTKO OXapaKTepH3yBaB poOOTY BiiCEKOBOT
MEAWKUHI O/IWH 13 OIHLIB OaTaldbpiioOHy yAapHUX OE3MUIOTHHUKIB «AXximiecy. «AdiHa» — MO3UBHUH JiKapky, ii cipaskHe iM’s FOmis
Xom’sak” (“If it weren’t for Athena, Grandpa would have been a mess,” — this is how one of the fighters of the “Achilles” strike drone
battalion briefly described the work of a military medic. “Athena” is the call sign of the doctor, her real name is Yulia Khomiak™)
(https://www.pravda.com.ua, August 9, 2024). Athena is known as a wise and indomitable ancient Greek goddess, the patroness of the
defenders, whom she helped in case of danger. We believe that such features became the basis for assigning the call sign. With a hint
of the well-known female deities from Scandinavian mythology, who evoke associations with a raven circling over the battlefield and
gathering the most worthy warriors, we associate the call sign Valkyrie: “Banbkipis: ¥ Kuesi nonpormanucs 3 meaukurero Tperbol
mTypMoBoi Opuraan BanentuHoro Haropaoto Ha mo3uBHuI Banekipis, nepenae kopecnoraentka CycninsHoro” (“In Kyiv, they said
goodbye to the medic of the Third Assault Brigade, Valentyna Nahorna, with the call sign Valkyrie, reports the correspondent of
Suspilnyi’) (https://suspilne.media, September 19, 2023). We conditionally consider the call sign Venus within this group, e.g.:
“[Tam’sii BiticbkoBoro Meauka lOmii [actrepHak (mo3uBHuit «Benepay) (headline)” (“In memory of military medic Yulia Pasternak
(call sign “Venus”) (headline)”) (https://www.ukrinform.ua, July 3, 2023). It is difficult to outline the associative connection of this
unofficial name, since the indicated nomination not only denotes the ancient Roman goddess of love and beauty, but also serves as the
proper name of the planet;

5) Parts of various types of weapons, e.g.: “bolioBa MeTUKHHS 00POBOJIBUOTO OaTabiOHY MeIUYHOI eBakyailii «[ ocmitanbepu» IpuHa
[{ubyx, mo3uBHU «Yeka» 3aruHyna mija yac poTanii Ha XapkiBcbkoMy HampsaMky B cepeny” (“Combat medic of the volunteer medical
evacuation battalion “Hospitaliery” Iryna Tsybukh, call sign “Uexa” (“Pin”) died during a rotation in the Kharkiv direction on Wednes-
day”) (https://umoloda.kyiv.ua, May 30, 2024). In the dictionary, the lexeme pin has several meanings, but the most relevant for cre-
ating a call sign, as we consider, is its interpretation as a detail “that secures the detonator of a hand grenade, preventing an untimely
explosion” [2].

The lexeme call sign is actively included in the proper names of projects, books, etc., e.g.: “Ha xanani CTb Buiimos npoekt «Ilo3uBHuit

Hanist» i3 Bexyuoro Hanietro MatBeeBoro. Bin po3moBigae mpo He3naMHHUX yKpalHCHKHX JKIHOK, SIKI IpamioloTh Ha Oiaro YkpaiHu B

MEIMLHHI, KYJIbTYpi, OCBIiTi, BOMOHTepATH i ciyxath y 3CY” (“The STB channel released the project “Call sign Hope” with host Nadiia

Matvieieva. It is about indomitable Ukrainian women who work for the benefit of Ukraine in medicine, culture, education, volunteer and

serve in the Armed Forces of Ukraine™) (https://detector.media, June 10, 2023); “Onexcanap Muxen nosicaus, yomy «llo3uBHHN a7

Moga» BiaMoBHIHCH My6ITiKyBaTH Kinbka iHo3eMHuX BimaBHuTB” (“Oleksandr Mykhed explained why several foreign publishers refused

to publish “Call Sign for Job™”) (https://suspilne.media, January 18, 2024).

Call signs during the full-scale Russian-Ukrainian war are assigned not only to men and women participating in active military operations,

but also to animals, cf.: “Ileit noBaxuwuii Gppanirys 3 mo3uBHUM «Mapcy ciyxuts B 3CY. YoTnpunamnoro nodparima apTHICPHCTH Ha3BAIH

Ha YecTh JaBHOPUMCBHKOT0 Oora BiifHH i criofiBaroThCs, 110 BiH 1ie Opatnme yuacts B [1apani [Tepemoru” (“This respectable Frenchman

with the call sign “Mars” serves in the Armed Forces of Ukraine. The artillerymen named the four-legged brother in honor of the ancient

Roman god of war and hope that he will still participate in the Victory Parade” (https://www.pravda.com.ua, December 3, 2024).

4. Conclusion

Thus, during the full-scale Russian-Ukrainian war, the tendency to create military call signs continues. Lexemes of this variety form the
following thematic groups: designation of persons by profession, type of activity, occupation, position (24,3%); names that characterize
the bearer by external signs and character traits (4,14%); nominations that express ethnicity, place of birth, residence, and other geograph-
ical concepts (5,9%); anthroponyms, the basis of which is formed by zoolexemes (12,6%) and botanical names (6,45%); nominations
formed from mythonyms (33,9%); lexemes that mark tools, objects, and parts of various structures (4,76%); anthroponyms formed from
names and toponyms (4,76%); nominations of literary characters and film heroes (1,4%); lexemes assigned to the expression of sweets,
desserts (1,7%), etc. It is difficult to establish the motivation of 0.39% of call signs. In the corpus of collected material, the most numerous
is the group that unites unofficial names formed from mythonyms and biblical names. Focusing on previous developments made it possible
to state that call signs for female soldiers have been added, among which there are attested lexemes for various types of snakes (32,73% of
the total number of female unofficial names), objects of the solar system (8,23%), representatives of flora and fauna (20,18%), mythological
images (32,81%), parts of various types of weapons (6,05%). In addition, call signs are assigned to animals. In the media space, unofficial
anthroponyms are attested, built based on polysemantic words, which complicates the determination of motivational connections and the
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derivational basis of call signs. Lexemes with opaque semantics include digital names. The motivation for those call signs that the military
explains in interviews is easy to establish. However, such nominations are insignificant. The majority are unofficial names, which can be
motivated by reading the content of the entire publication. The corpus of factual material is formed not only by Ukrainian but also by
borrowed words. The expression of Ukrainian military call signs is associated with both neutral nouns and marked ones that have distinct
emotive features. The dynamics of informal lexemes towards an increase in the number of factographically substantiated and non-standard
models of creation indicate the great promising potential of these language units.
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