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MULTIMODAL PRESENTATION IN ACADEMIC WRITING AND RHETORIC: 

BALANCING PERSUASION AND INTEREST 

 

Iryna Kalynovska, 

Lesya Ukrainka Volyn National University, Ukraine 

 kalynovska@vnu.edu.ua 

 

Key words: multimodal presentation, academic writing and rhetoric, persuasion, interest. 

 

The use of multimodal presentation in academic writing and rhetoric is gaining prominence due to 

its potential to balance persuasion and interest. This approach involves composing across different 

media, allowing students to engage with diverse semiotic resources to create persuasive and 

engaging multimodal texts (Gagich, 2020).  

This study aims to explore the impact of multimodal presentation on university student 

engagement and the development of persuasive presentation skills with potential applications in 

teaching academic writing and rhetoric course to Foreign Philology Faculty students. The research 

questions include: How does multimodal presentation assignment challenge university students to 

consider rhetorical appeals and develop oral presentation skills? What is multimodal presentation 

influence on university student engagement and the development of persuasive oral presentation 

skills?  

The methods used in this study involve a comprehensive review of the literature on multimodal 

composition in academic writing and rhetoric (Gagich, 2020; Allan, 2013) and an analysis of the 

impact of multimodal presentation assignments on student learning outcomes and engagement 

(Yunus et al., 2022; Cullen, 2016).  

Multimodal presentation assignments challenge students to engage more actively with 

rhetorical considerations, purpose, and context, requiring them to make more conscious rhetorical 

choices. For instance, in academic writing and rhetoric course, university students are asked to create 

multimodal presentations that go beyond traditional text-based PowerPoint presentations, such as 

multimodal presentations that require them to identify images making rhetorical connections to 

contextualize and develop their analysis. This process compels students to think critically about the 

visual and verbal elements of their oral presentation, thus enhancing their awareness of how different 

modes contribute to the overall rhetorical effect of their oral presentation. Additionally, multimodal 

presentation assignments are effective in providing students with deeper insights, compared to 

traditional assignments, leading to increased engagement and better understanding of course 

material. 

Multimodal presentation integration in teaching academic writing and rhetoric offers a 

valuable approach to enhancing university student engagement and learning outcomes. By 

challenging students to make more conscious rhetorical choices, multimodal presentation 

assignments provide the framework to express their ideas through diverse semiotic resources, 

fostering creativity and flexibility. Therefore, the exploration of multimodal presentation in the 

context of academic writing and rhetoric is essential for educators and scholars to understand its 

impact on university student engagement and persuasion. 
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