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GENRE-SPECIFIC WRITING INSTRUCTION:
A CONTEMPORARY PERSPECTIVE

Iryna Kalynovska
Lesya Ukrainka Volyn National University

In recent years, the landscape of teaching English genre-
specific writing has undergone a significant transformation,
marked by a change from traditional methods to contemporary
approaches. This paradigm shift reflects a growing awareness
of the dynamic nature of writing genres in today’s diverse and
rapidly changing communication environments.

The purpose of our research is to highlight the
development of English genre-specific writing instructions,
underlining the importance of writing genre combinations for
students’ successful written communication.

Among different attitudes towards writing, R. Badger and
G. White analyse the strengths and weaknesses of product,
process and genre approaches to writing. They emphasize that
the genre-based approach sees writing as essentially concerned
with knowledge of language closely tied to social purpose [2].

M. Rahman shows that a significant factor contributing to
students’ underperformance in English genre writing is the
absence of genre-specific instruction throughout the curriculum
[2]. We cannot but agree that high-performing students can
struggle with basic writing tasks in English tests, exhibiting
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consistent difficulties in expression. These challenges
encompass vocabulary selection, appropriate structural
organization based on the writing’s purpose, adherence to
proper grammar rules, and effective idea integration [2].

Within the context of genre-specific writing instruction,
writing is mostly viewed as the students’ reproduction of text
based on the genre offered by the teacher. It is also believed
that learning takes place through imitation and exploration of
different kinds of models [1]. Accordingly, students should be
exposed to many examples of the same genre to develop their
ability to write a particular genre. Through exposure to similar
texts, students can detect the specialized configurations of that
genre, and they also can activate their memories of prior
reading or writing experiences whenever they encounter the
task of creating a new piece of writing. The examples of genre-
specific writing instructions of this kind can be:

(1) Think of a familiar location. It can be a destination you
explored during a vacation, a place in your hometown that you
frequently visit, or even a spot you 've only encountered in your
readings. Identify this place. Paint a vivid picture of its visual
aspects. Describe what the place looks like.

(2) Imagine the sounds that might envelop this location
and the aromas that could fill the air. Explore any unique
flavours associated with the imagined place. Describe the
clothes one might need, detailing any special clothing
requirements.

(3) Envision the types of photographs a traveller might
capture in this imagined location. Share valuable tips for
someone planning a visit to this particular place.

(4) Suppose you have made a video of the place you
described. Using your notes, write a travelogue to accompany
it. As you write, ask yourself what a first-time traveller would
want to know. Try to supply information that would be
interesting and useful to a possible tourist.
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In genre-specific writing, instructions, samples of a
particular genre are introduced, and some distinctive
characteristics of the given genre are pointed out so that
students notice specific features of that genre. Students attempt
to produce the first draft by imitating the given examples, like
in the following instructions that combine descriptive and
expository writing genres:

(5) Create a label for a packaged food product, drawing
inspiration from the given example. Develop the label with
cooking directions and serving suggestions.

(6) Write a short letter to the consumer using the sample
and your created label, aiming to convey the distinctiveness of
your product. Consider including nutritional information, a
detailed list of ingredients, and the company’s address for
further details. Your task is to put these elements together
creatively.

Addressing the above-mentioned issues, genre-specific
writing instructions become important, offering examples to
students and fostering improvement in their writing tasks. The
evolution of genre-specific writing instructions reflects the task
of preparing students with the skills necessary for success in
different types of written communication.

All in all, educators can create specific writing
assignments, like worksheets and instructional materials, to
facilitate students’ learning process. The scaffolding activities
or resources employed in the English-learning classroom can
also benefit the students in their independent learning
endeavours [3]. They can learn step by step to cope with the
English genre-specific texts to be confident in writing in
English, understanding and combining different genres. This
contemporary perspective recognizes the need for students to
develop English writing skills that transcend genre boundaries.
By exploring the interconnectedness of genres and fostering
adaptability in writing, students will be prepared for complex
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writing challenges they may encounter in academic,
professional, and personal contexts.
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IMA®POBI TEXHOJIOI'Il TA HITY‘II-{I/II\/'I IHTEJEKT
Y HPOLECI BUKITAJAHHSA AHTJIIMCBKOI MOBU

O.B. J/labenxo, B.B. Illabynina
Kuiscokuii nayionanvuui ynisepcumem
imeni Tapaca Lllesuenka

Baxko ysBUTH cydacHOro cryaeHTa 0e3 cmaprdoHny,
MJIaHIIeTY a0o 1HIIOTO Ta/pKeTy. JKUTTS 3MIHIOETHCS IIBUIKO,
BHMararw4u Takoro X IMIBUIKOTO pearyBanHs. Eminemis Kosin-
19 cTBOpHMIIA CIIPUATIIMBI YMOBH HE JIMIIC I YIOCKOHAJICHHS
BXK€ ICHYIOUMX, ajle W Ui PO3pOOKH Ta 3ampoOBaJKEHHS
HOBITHIX TEXHOJIOTii. 3aB/IsSKH IbOMY 3’ sSIBHJIACS BEJIMKA HU3KA
KOPUCHHX 3aCTOCYHKIB, SIKi IIMPOKO IOIIMPEHI B OCBITHHOMY
nporieci. Cepen takux cmig 3a3Hauntd 1 Kahoot, i Quizlet, i
BBCLearningEnglish i 6arato inmmx. ['0JOBHUM YHHHHKOM,
0 3MYIIy€ CTBOPIOBAaTH HOBI 1 BJIOCKOHAJIOBATH CTapi
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