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Abstract: The article examines the written professional communication of media
workers regarding punctuation literacy. It is noted that a successful portrait of a
modern speciaist forms linguistic literacy as a manifestation of professional
competence, and compliance with the norms of modern literary language is a
prerequisite for quality and full-fledged activity of Ukrainian mass media The
insufficient level of linguistic culture of the employees of the printed or electronic
publication has a negative effect on the language literacy of the readers. It has been
observed that the mega-fast pace of information broadcasting has a harmful effect on
the language presentation of media texts at the orthographic, grammatical, and stylistic
levels. Punctuation errors are a productive, representative, error-prone place in
journalistic materials. It has been revedled that exemplary written communication
involves strict observance of punctuation norms, that is, the correct use of punctuation
marks in the text, which, in order to achieve the goa of communication, make it
possible to logically and syntacticaly divide the statement into separate content
elements. In the structure of the professional profile of a media worker, punctuation
competence is defined as a sub-competency of professiona linguistic and
communicative competence. Based on the analyzed journalistic texts of all-Ukrainian
and regional online mass media for the years 2019-2023, it was found that the authors
use punctograms mechanically, without observing the basic rules of separation. The
punctuation skills that modern media specialists must possess are outlined: 1) the
ability to find content segments that need to be punctuated; 2) the ability to place
punctuation marks in accordance with basic language rules; 3) skills of justifying the
choice of a punctuation mark; 4) editoria work on correcting errors. Improving the
editing process and increasing the communicative effectiveness of the media text
should be facilitated by the use of the anti-error device by media workers, which
contains data on error-prone places at the punctuation level.

Keywords: professional communication; language culture; punctuation; media worker;
mass media; professional competence.

1 Introduction

The professional profile of a modern media worker, in addition
to professional skills, requires the presence of language and
communication skills in terms of observing spelling culture and
oral communication in daily activities. A successful professional
portrait of a specialist is formed by linguistic literacy as a
manifestation of education and erudition, patriotism and respect
for the native language. In this regard, L. Doroshenko's opinion
is valid that “perfect knowledge of the state language, constant
concern for raising its prestige and functioning in all spheres of
public life is one of the components of the complex of personal
qualities and character traits of a conscious citizen” [4]. Among
the necessary requirements that determine the level of
professional speech culture as the ability to possess a language,
researchers point to the following: purity of speech, free
operation of various verbal and expressive means, terms,
expressiveness, originality. They are closely related to a person's
worldview, culture of thinking and communicative competence
of the speaker [10].

In order to perform professional duties at the proper level and to
avoid anormatives in texts and oral communication, ajournalist /
editor needs linguistic knowledge of phonetics, spelling,
vocabulary, stylistics, terminology, syntax, etc. Compliance with
the norms of the modern literary language is a mandatory
condition for the full-fledged, high-quality activity of mass
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media workers, since, in addition to informing, the norms also
perform educational role; their violation reflects the low level of
language competence of a certain edition, which lowers the
literacy level of each individual reader and the reading audience
(society) asawhole[16].

In connection with the fact that today information is broadcast in
mega-fast pace through traditional and non-traditional media, the
need to study the culture of written broadcasting of journalistic
materials is growing. A cursory review of Internet publications
on news sites indicates a low level of language representation of
media texts at the spelling, grammar, and stylistic levels.
Punctuation mistakes are a productive place for mistakes at the
level of spelling. We observe that journalists, during the creation
of materials, as well as literary editors during the work on the
design of texts and their delivery to the audience, often neglect
punctuation marks, not putting them in complex subjunctive and
complex ordinal constructions, complicated sentences with
separate, homogeneous, clarifying members, using references or
parenthesis. Sporadically, extra punctuation is used, sometimes
authors interchange one sign with another, resorting to
unfounded anormatives.

Media workers must not only present information content in a
high-quality and quaified manner, but also take care of the high
linguistic culture of the text content of the materials. Exemplary
written communication “presupposes strict observance of
punctuation norms, that is, the correct use of punctuation marks
in the text, which, in order to achieve the goa of
communication, make it possible to logically and syntactically
divide the statement into separate content elements’ [17, p. 3].
Taking this into account, the fixation and analysis of linguistic
anormatives among punctuation in journalistic texts today
requires specia attention, which determines the relevance of the
presented investigation.

Ukrainian editologists differentiate language and speech errors.
language violations of the norm are qualified according to the
criterion of correct/incorrect. Speech anormatives are evaluated
from the point of view of communicative expediency and are
defined as a linguistic oversight, rather than a proper expression.
Researcher T. Bondarenko expands the classification system of
errors by adding a third group, distinguishes linguistic (ortho-
epic, accentuation, orthographic, lexical, phraseological, word-
forming, syntactic, punctuation, stylistic), speech, and non-
speech (logical, factual, aesthetic) violations. She notes that “an
error is an anormative, i.e, such a non-normative linguistic
formation that arises as a result of an unmotivated violation of a
literary norm and is a consequence of incorrect thinking
operations’ [1].

In the modern scientific paradigm, we find works devoted to the
analysis of error-prone zones at different language levels in
printed and electronic Ukrainian mass media. T. Bondarenko
developed a systematic typology of linguistic norms based on
newspaper material [1; 2; 3], proposing such a phenomenon as
the “phenomenon of error”. The researcher defines punctuation
errors of journalists as “a type of communicative noise” [1].
A. Kapelyushnyi comprehensively studied the typologica
features of journalistic error-dangerous phenomena in stylistic
and editorial aspects [7; 8]. Linguistic literacy of print media
workers in the context of vocabulary and syntax was
investigated by A. Yavorskyi, outlining the degree of linguistic
errors of each type during the editing of journalistic messages
[21; 22]. Speech culture as a professional standard of a
journalist’s work is defined by O. Jolos [6], while L. Suprun
writes about the normativity of speech as a component of a
journalist’s linguistic communication [16]. Researches by R.
Zinchuk, S. Ostapchuk, |. Kevlyuk (punctuation culture of
modern online mass media) are devoted to the study of the
peculiarities of professional communication in the punctuation
system [23]. One should also note I. Marynenko (violation of
norms in magazine broadcasting) [12], O. Tsapok (studies about
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punctuation errors in online publications) [18], N. Shulska and
R. Zinchuk (observance by the editor of punctuation norms in
the language of the media) [14], N. Shulska and T. Shvyrid
(editor's work on punctuation errors in print media) [15]. M.
Yatsymirska in the training manual “Journalist's language
culture” draws attention to the practical aspect of teaching
punctuation [20]. The main principles of formation of
punctuation literacy were investigated by S. Pomyrcha,
establishing that punctuation literacy directly depends on the
level of strength of syntax knowledge, because in order to use
punctuation marks correctly, one needs to be familiar with the
structure of sentences [13]. The components of punctuation
competence became the object of analysis in the research of
N. Kovalchuk [9].

The purpose of the article is to investigate the professional
written communication of media workers regarding punctuation
literacy, in particular to find out the role of language competence
in the professiona profile of a modern specidist. On the
negative material extracted from journalistic texts, it is attempted
to single out and characterize the main error-dangerous zones at
the level of punctuation; point out the basic punctuation skills
that should be possessed in mass media editoria offices, to
propose recommendations for improving the language culture of
mediaworkers.

2 Materialsand Methods

Journalistic constructions containing erroneous punctuation
phenomena were chosen as the research material. Abnormalities
were taken from news texts of domestic Ukrainian internet
media of both regional and national significance. In order to
solve the tasks set in the scientific work, actual journalistic
material was selected by the method of reviewing publications
for the years 2019-2023. The use of these sources in the research
is due to the need to carry out an editorial analysis of journalistic
inaccuracies at the level of punctuation. In order to fully cover
the chosen topic and analyze the punctuation culture of media
texts, the following research methods are used in the article:
linguistic description of erroneous speech elements, the method
of structural-semantic and transformational analysis, the
comparative method, the method of component analysis, as well
as the statistical method as a final indicator of the real tendencies
of the mass media towards incorrect linguistic operations (in
numerical equivaent).

3 Results and Discussion

The modern media space is not only an indicator of public
opinion, a factor of influence on the reading and viewing
audience, but also an important vector of the formation of the
linguistic culture of society. Often, readers with little
competence in the field of linguistics take what journalists have
written as an example of correctness, because they enter into
direct textual contact with them. It is not by chance that the
researcher M. Lysynyuk considers the language of mass media
as an indicator of the linguistic culture of modern society [11].
With this in mind, media workers should be aware of the degree
of considerable responsibility, as they often shape the language
literacy of their recipients. Appropriately, L. Suprun writes on
this occasion: “A professional journalist must know language
norms and adhere to them in the creative process, because
namely the quality of speech testifiesto his professional training,
personal orientation, and the presence of creative search, self-
improvement” [16].

An inseparable component of professional broadcasting is its
correct organization. In live communication, this is reflected by
emphasis or pause, while in writing - by punctuation, which
reproduces the relationship between linguistic eements.
Punctuation marks serve not only as a means of division, but
also of combination, expression of oral speech in writing, its
features and meaning [10]. In linguistics, there are traditionally
two punctuation norms; positive (when a punctuation mark is
used) and negative (when a punctuation mark is not used). The
written communication of media workers testifies to another
position, which we can clearly attribute to the negative one:

when instead of one sign, another is used. When working with a
text, a journalist usualy performs the following sequence of
punctuation actions: 1) finds a meaningful section and finds out
its nature; 2) determines the place of the content segment in the
syntactic structure; 3) makes the correct choice of the required
punctuation; 4) puts the necessary punctuation mark.

We also observe that the authors use punctograms mechanically,
without observing the basic rules of separation. Among the
punctuation skills that modern media specialists must possess,
the following are necessary: 1) the ability to find content
segments that need to be punctuated; 2) the ability to place
punctuation marks in accordance with basic language rules; 3)
skills of justifying the choice of a punctuation mark; 4) editorial
work on correcting errors. L. Hryhoryan believes that in order to
correctly use punctuation marks, one must first of al know the
signs of syntactic constructions, the punctuation of which is
indicated by the rule. It is aso necessary to master the
techniques with which we recognize sentences, understand and
remember the conditions of the punctuation norm [5, p. 46].
Structuring the punctuation competence of a modern specialist,
N. Kovalchuk differentiates it into three varieties: 1) knowledge
of the system of punctuation marks and the rules of their use; 2)
basic punctuation skills; 3) the ability to construct and correctly
punctuate statements in ora and written form [9]. Punctuation
competence as a sub-competency of professional linguistic and
communicative competence in the structure of the professional
profile of a media worker is one of the characteristics of a
specialist.

Negative linguistic material extracted from news texts of
Ukrainian online media allows differentiation of the three most
common error-prone zones at the level of punctuation.

Errors related to the omission of the necessary punctogram
(65 %)

A characteristic negative phenomenon in the professional
communication of media workers is the omission of punctuation
marks, mainly in compound sentences (32 % of al punctuation
errors of this type). We observe a clear tendency to highlight the
subjunctive part with a comma only at the beginning, while the
following punctuation mark is missing: Jluwe 06i wxoau
Ppationy, AKi He PEMOHMYBANUC OECAMUNIMMAMU _ OMPUMATU
6invue 1,5 minviiona epusens (Only two schools of the district,
which have not been repaired for decades _ received more than
1.5 million hryvnias) (“Vysoky Zamok”, November 26, 2020);
Hasnaku, mum, Xmo npayioe npo3opo _ Mu UCIOBIIOEMO 008ipy
(On the contrary, we express our trust to those who work
transparently) (“Vikna’, November 12, 2023); «3 npusody
@ponmosoco nobymy ece, npo wo A mpiig _ — ye xoua 0
xonoonuiu oyw ma cyxuu oose (Regarding life at the front, all |
dreamed about _ it was at least a cold shower and dry clothes)
(“Bukvy”, October 25, 2023); Tooic 3a6e3neuenns, ke nadagana
yacmuna _ — nemoocaugo nazeamu narexcnum (Therefore, the
support provided by division _ cannot be called adequate)
(“Bukvy”, October 26, 2023).

Anormatives related to the absence of a punctuation mark before
a subordinating conjunction or a connecting word in sentences
with a subordinating part in the middle of the main clause occur
sporadically: Tenep y onunsin _ sixki cmpascoaroms 6i0 2ocmpoi
namonoeii Hacamneped CcyOuH cepys mda 20108HO20 MO3KY,
3’asunocs Oinvwe wancie na odyxcanns (Now the Volhynians _
who suffer from acute pathology, primarily of the vessels of the
heart and brain, have more chances of recovery) (“Volyn
information portal”, February 20, 2023); binvwu moeo, 3 mux 72
% _ axi snatomo npo YIIA, 70 % 3asneunu, wo came Yrpaincoka
NOBCMAHCHKA apmis 3aKiana mpaouyii cnpomugy azpecopy
(Moreover, of those 72 % _ who know about the UPA, 70% said
that it was the Ukrainian Insurgent Army that established the
tradition of resistance to the aggressor) (“Bukvy”, October 28,
2023).

Relatively infrequently, but nevertheless, we observe a tendency
not to highlight subjunctive constructions in the texts at al: Zje
0ae MONCIUBICMb OPAMU YUACMb Y HCUMMI PATIOHY | NOCMYROBO
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peanizogysamu npocpamu _ 3 AKUMU napmis Huia Ha eubopu
(This gives an opportunity to participate in the life of the district
and gradually implement the programs _ with which the party
went to the elections) (“Tribune’, March 03, 2021); [iicno
8iouymno mypbomy i munocepos 0o Jjoeil  AKI mam
nepebysaioms (One can really feel the care and mercy towards
the people who are there) (“Konkurent”, October 8, 2019).
There are much fewer recorded cases of a part being allocated
only at the end of the subjunctive: 4 snas _ na wo 0oy, are na
npakmuyi éce 8UABUNOCA, MAK OU MosumuU, Habazamo yixkasiue
(' knew _ what I was going for, but in practice everything turned
out to be, so to speak, much more interesting) (“Den”, April 7,
2020); Konexmue nedazocié nosunen o0bamu npo maiewy, ii
BUXOBAHMS, A Mi _ XMO MAIOMb MONCIUBICMb, NO0OAOMb, abU
dimsam 6yno komgpopmno nepedysamu y oumcaoxy (The team of
teachers must take care of children and their upbringing, and
those who have the opportunity will make sure that the children
are comfortable in kindergarten) (“Bug”, January 21, 2021).
Hacamkineys 3ycmpiui Banepit [lasnosuu noosakyeae 6cim _
xmo 6paeé yuacmo y Bnazooiinomy ayxyioni nobauens (At the
end of the meeting, Valery Pavlovich thanked everyone _ who
participated in the charity auction of dates) (“Tvoje misto”,
October 21, 2022).

Anocther group in terms of the number of revealed punctuation
anormatives is the types of sentences in which punctuation
marks are omitted when selecting interjection words and
interjection structures (21 %). The most frequent error-prone
phenomenon is related to the functioning of an interjection
mabyme (apparently): Mabymv _ numanns pumopuune, i
MOJCHA BNEBHEHO CMBEPONHCYBAMU, WO HA3BU BYIUYL Y NEPENIKy
ouikyeans nepuie micye ne nocioanu (Apparently _ the question
is rhetorical, and it can be confidently asserted that street names
did not occupy the first place in the list of expectations)
(“UNIAN", September 3, 2022); lonpagoa, donogioau
Mabymb, cam 0y8 WOKOBAHUL MUM, WO U020 NPONOUYIIO
cnpuinsiniu scepiios (True, the speaker _ probably himself was
shocked that his proposal was taken seriously) (“Ukrinform”,
September 3, 2023); Oco _ mabyme _ ye naiusascue pozymimu,
Kou mu npuxoduws 3i cgepu, de € 3a60amHA, € Mema i
weuoxicme ma onepamusnicms — ye meitl xkosup (This _
probably _ is the most difficult thing to understand when you
come from a field where there is a task, there is a goal, and
speed and efficiency are your trump cards) (“TSN”, February
11, 2022).

The editors of the Ukrainian mass media also do not aways
highlight other interjections. /[is moeo, abu peanizyeamu
3aNIAHOBAHE _ 36UYALIHO _ nompiben pecypc i nepedycim
moocvkuti (In order to implement the planned _ of course _
resource is needed and _ above all _ a human resource)
(“Ukrainian Pravda’, January 28, 2023); 3nacme, s 3sux ece
oCUmMms  npayoeamu, npayoeamu  QizuyHo, HMeIeKmyaibHo
ma _ 3pewmoio _ npaytosamu i na noximuuniu husi (You know,
I've been used to working all my life, working physically,
intellectually and _ eventually _ working in the political field as
well) (“Vysoky Zamok”, November 26, 2020); € nompeba &
Jumcadkax, a omoce _ Kinbkicmo ykpainyieé spocmac! (There is
a need for kindergartens, and therefore _ the number of
Ukrainians is growing!) (“Vikna', February 11, 2019); Omoice _
6u nionadaeme nio nopmy cm. 34 JKK Vrpainu (So _ you fall
under the norm of Art. 34 of the Housing Code of Ukraine)
(“Bukvy”, March 31, 2021, etc. Sporadically, such components
are singled out only from one side: Axe, 3sascaiouu na me, wo
ocobucma Kynemypa _ ye Ha0baHHs coyianbHe | npusamue _ Ha
JHcanb, 00600UMBCS YUCTIUMU 8YIUYl, NApKu ma y30iuus 6i0
cmimmsi, sKe 3aIUUAoms He HAOMO C8IOOMI CNiGZPOMAOSIHU
(But, taking into account the fact that personal culture _ is a
social and private property _ unfortunately, we have to clean the
streets, parks and roadsides from garbage left by not too
conscious fellow citizens) (“Hromadske’, March 31, 2022) (not
only a violation of the punctuation of the inserted word was
detected, but also the omission of a dash); V monooux nmodeii
CKAJICIMO, 31 3HAHHAM MOGU MeHule npo6aeM: PI6HS WKITbHOT i
8Y3I8CbKOI npoepamu im ucmayums, wje He 6Cmueau 3a0ymu
(Young people _ let's say, have fewer problems with knowledge

of the language: the level of the school and university
curriculum is enough for them, they have not yet had time to
forget) (“Volyn-nova’, January 14, 2021); Tooc, _ nepeiinamu
CbO2OOHI 'y HanpysceHuti pumm pobomu 6i0 001aCHO20
denymama ma 20108H020 AIKAPs MAKi 300P06i 36UUKU, 36UHALIHO
ac _ eapmo (Therefore, _ to adopt such healthy habits from the
regional deputy and the chief doctor today in the busy rhythm of
work, of course _ is worth) (“TSN”, January 14, 2020) (in
addition to the punctuation error with the interjection, an extra
punctuation mark was also used at the beginning).

Media workers admit the same types of punctuation anormatives
at the level of interjections with an indication of the source of the
message. For example, if the norm provides for the separation of
the component indicating the source of the message on both
sides, then in journalistic texts it is usually not separated by
punctuation at al: Ha oymxy opeanizamopie _ kpoxu nazycmpiu
makum Oimsim OONOMONCYMb IM weuoule adanmyeamucs y
oopocnomy acummi (According to the organizers, _ steps
towards such children will help them adapt faster in adult life)
(“Vikna’, March 31, 2019); 3a crosamu Tamapu Kosanvuyx _ye
ennueosi moou (According to Tamara Kovalchuk _ these are
influential people) (“Tribune’, October 29, 2021); 3a Jdanumu
cunonmukie _ y n’smuuylo, 27 odicosmus, yacmuny Ykpainu
naxputoms oowi, micysimu — snauni (According to forecasters _
on Friday, October 27, part of Ukraine will be covered by rains,
in some places - heavy rains) (“Bukvy”, October 27, 2023).

Sometimes, the author of the publication singles out an insert of
this type with a comma only on one side Bowa _ 3a
pe3yibmamamu  po3cniOyeanHs, He — yypaaacs — cayxic0oeoi
Ganvcughixayii i Hasimv OAHANLHUX YXUNEHHAM 8I0 cniaamu
npubymrkogoz2o xapakmepy 6 posmipi 681 mucauy epusens
(According to the results of the investigation, she did not shy
away from official falsification and even banal evasion of
payments of a profitable nature in the amount of 681 thousand
hryvnias) (“Glavkom”, February 4, 2019). We also detect
violations in the separation of insert structures of other types:
Monoode sucnosuia baxcants, wWob maxi 3Ma2ants NPOBOOULUCD
AKOMO2a uacmiwie, a Oenymamu _y c60io uepey _ 30008 S3anucs
niompumysamu it (Youth expressed a desire that such
competitions be held as often as possible, and deputies _ in turn
_ pledged to support it) (“Konkurent”, September 1, 2021); 30
pOKi6 maro cnpaesy 3 ajKkoeoJjiem, npayroeaia Ha
TepHoninbCoKOMY CRUPMO2OPINYAHOMY 346001 i Ha Bonuni, are
ak 6auume _ nopmanvno cebe nouyeaio (1 have been dealing
with alcohol for 30 years, | worked at the Ternopil distillery and
in Volyn, but _ as you can see _ | feel fine) (“Volyn-nova’,
November 12, 2021); /lo croséa _ ceped ebonrieanvruxie Gyau
denymamu obnacnoi paou (By the way _among the fans, there
were deputies of the regional council) (“Vysoky Zamok”, May
3,2021), and others.

A violation of the punctuation norm is characterized by inserted
constructions used to introduce a certain additional message into
the main sentence: 4 makoowc mi, xmo scuee y eracnomy cgimi, i
yacmo Hawa niaHema € O HUX 00804l  OANeKOoI0 1
He3pO3YyMIIOI  MAK HA3U6AomMb Oimell 3 DAHHIM OUMAYUM
aymusmom (And also those who live in their own world, and
often our planet is quite distant and incomprehensible for them _
this is what children with early childhood autism are called)
(“Bug”, November 3, 2022) (it is advisable to highlight the
inserted structure with brackets).

In the written communication of media workers, errors regarding
the punctuation of isolated circumstances are attested (16% of
the total number of abnormal punctuation). Most often, during
the output of the text, they make a mistake in separating the
circumstances expressed by adverbia inflections. If the norm
obliges to separate it from both sides, then in the texts of the
Internet media they may not be separated at al:
Ilpoananizysaswu pobomy eraou _ 6auumo, wo 3poOieHo
6acamo 015 po36UMKY Ma NONINUWIeHH 006pobymy 6 pailoHi
(After analyzing the work of the authorities _ we see that a lot
has been done to develop and improve welfare in the area)
(“Konkurent”, January 21, 2021); Oznsmyewu pesynomamu
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npoeedeHux pobim _ GiH CKA3a8, WO 3MIHU NPOCMO BPANCAIOY]
(After reviewing the results of the work carried out _ he said that
the changes are simply impressive) (“Visti”, Februay 18, 2019);
Hawi denymamu Hanone2iugo npayioroms 6 wecmu noCmitiHux
Komicisx _ eidcmoloiouu npasa ceoix eubopyie (Our deputies
work hard in six permanent commissions _ defending the rights
of their constituents) (“Bukvy”, October 12, 2019); Cninxyiouuce
3 0ObMU 51 3DO3YMIB, WO € 6azamo 2pomaodsH _ sKi, 6yoyuu
nosanapmiunumu niompumyroms naw kypc (Talking to people _
| realized that there are many citizens _ who, being non-
partisan, support our course) (“Volyn24”, October 3, 2019) (in
addition, a punctuation error in a complex sentence was noted),
etc.

Sometimes, in such constructions we can trace the use of a
comma only once - before an adverbia inflection: Aze sin,
NOKA3a8UIU CRPABHCHITL XUCM 20CN00apsi _ 3 08d POKU 3pO0OUS
HOBOCIISL Yy HOBIU  NONKIIHIYI, 32000M, Y Xipypeiunomy i
mepanesmuunomy kopnycax (But he, showing the real flair of
the owner _ in two years made a housewarming in the new
polyclinic, later in the surgical and therapeutic buildings)
(“Bug”, January 14, 2020), or after it: Cbo200ni _ 6idsnauaiouu
Jlenv mooeli noxuno2o 6iky, Mu NOSBUHHI nam’amamu npo ixwi
mypbomu He MIiNbKU 6 OHI _ GU3HAYEHI OQIYIUHUM YKAZ0M
(Today _ celebrating the Day of the Elderly, we must remember
their concerns not only on the days _ defined by official decree)
(“Vysoky Zamok”, October 8, 2022) (in addition, an error in the

adverbial inflection is indicated); Jani niocymysasuiu
pesyiomamu  mopeié,  YUACHUK — AVKYIOHY — GUpYWUIU 00
Bonuncvkoeo  obracnoeo yenmpy  coyianbHO-NCUXOA02IUHOL

peabinimayii dimeu cupim (Then _ after summarizing the results
of the auction, the auction participant went to the Volyn
Regional Center for Social and Psychological Rehabilitation of
Orphaned Children) (“Volyn News’, September 1, 2019), etc.
However, it should be noted that if the complete lack of selection
of the adverbial inflection is a danger-prone place for the
professional speech of media professionals, then the selection of
such a structure on the one sideis fragmentary in nature.

In a separate group, we allocate punctuation anormatives
associated with the absence of appropriate punctuation marks for
other separated members of the sentence (11 % of all fixed cases
of thetype):

a) Agreed-upon definitions expressed by an adjective inflection:
IIpo ye /I. B. Boiimsk po3nogié 6 ceoemy inmepe 1o pailoHuii
easemi «l opoxiecokuii GICHUKY» _ ONYONIKOBAHOMY HA NOYAMKY
poxy (D.V. Voytyak told about this in his interview with the
district newspaper “Horokhivsky Visnyk” _ published at the
beginning of the year) (“Volyn-nova’, November 10, 2019); //e
npoepama _ cmeopena 3a kpawum eeponeticokum spazkom (This
program _ was created according to the best European model)
(“Konkurent”, September 24, 2023); Hamomicme Kodicnomy
oyno epyueno nooapymok 6io unenig komicii « Conye n110606i» _
sucomoenenuti énacnopyu (Instead, everyone was given a gift
from the members of the "Sun of Love" commission _ made with
their own hands) (“Tribune”, November 3, 2020); Komanona
poboma mae 0cooaUBy YiHHICMb _ OOHAKOBO NPUUHAMHY MA 8CIX
(Team work has a special value _ equally acceptable and
everyone) (“Vysoky Zamok”, May 26, 2021).

b) Circumstances (except those expressed by adverbial
inflections): Jismumemo weuoxko _ 3 o2nsdy na obcmasunu (\We
will act quickly _ given the circumstances) (“Konkurent”,
September 22, 2022); Tooi Mapycst _ écynepeu 6oni bamoka _
camocmiuno eécmynuna 0o yuieepcumemy (Then Marusya _
contrary to her father's will _ independently entered the
university) (“Bukvy”, February 11, 2021); e odun Oyoice
yikasuti  nitomHull npoekm  2omyemo 00 peanizayii y
H08080IUHCOKY, WO _ 30N1€MHCHO 6I0 NONUMY _ MAMuMe G1ACHI
macwmabu eupobnuymea (We are preparing another very
interesting pilot project for implementation in Novovolynsk,
which _ depending on demand _ will have its own scale of
production) (“Bug”, March 17, 2021), etc. In this subgroup,
circumstantial  constructions with a prepositional  compound
nessascaiouu na (in spite of) are dominant among anormativity:

Hessaxcarouu Ha mpyoHowsi _ yi 100U BUCMOANU, NPOABUIU
cuny 8o, mepninus, Uiy 00 100ell i 3HAXOOUIU 8 HUX BENUKY
niompumxy i pozyminnsn (Despite the difficulties _ these people
persevered, showed willpower, patience, went to people and
found great support and understanding in them) (“Tabloid
Volyn”, December 18, 2019); Hessaxcaiouu na ckuaouy
oHCUMMEBY cumyayiro _ ysa iinka 30epezna 6 cobi myopicms i
odobpomy (Despite the difficult life situation _ this woman
retained her wisdom and kindness) (“Tvoje misto”, October 19,
2023).

¢) Appendices beginning with the words xpin (oxpim), onpiuy,
samicmb, 3a eumamkom, exkmouno 3 (besides (apart from),
contrary to, instead of, with the exception of, including), etc.:
Dedepayis npogpcninox Vkpainu  OKpiM IHWUX 6UMOS
3a62C0U HANONA2ANA HA momy, ll/;06 Yy HoeoOMm)y 3AKOHOOABCMEI
30epe2mu UCOKULL PiBEHb COYIANLHO2O 3aXUCTTY, NPORUCAHO20 &
K3nll (The Federation of Trade Unions of Ukraine _ in addition
to other demands _ has always insisted that the new legislation
preserve the high level of social protection prescribed in the
Labor Code) (“Visti", May 19, 2021); Oxpim «bByke» 6yn0
3apeeccmposano we 18 onnain-sudans (In addition to “Bukvy”
18 more online editions were registered) (“Bukvy”, October 27,
2023); Kpim mozo _ eenuxe 3a00601eHHs ompumyio 6i0 pobomu
no domy, 6 cady, 2opooi (In addition, _ | get great satisfaction
from working around the house, in the garden, in the garden)
(“Tvoje misto” November 26, 2021), etc.;

d) Clarifying members of the sentence: Aodoce podom
Bonooumup [Opitiosuu 3 leano-@pankiewunu _ cena Podicnie
(After all, Volodymyr Yuriyovych is from the village of Rozhniv
in the lvano-Frankivsk region) (“TSN”, January 14, 2021);
Hamania Ocmaniox _ 3acmynnux 20108u WKiIbHOI  padu
peanizye ceoi cunu ¢ opeanizayii (Nataliya Ostapyuk _ deputy
head of the school board realizes her strengths in the
organization) (“UNIAN”, March 24, 2019); [Jiaecnoz Bonooi
Basosyesa _ yunsa 11-e0 knacy HBK Ne 13 _ 36yuas sk eupok —
xepamoxonyc IV cmynens npasozo oxa (The diagnosis of
Volodya Vyazovtsev _ a student of the 11th grade of the NVK
No. 13 _ sounded like a sentence - keratoconus of the IV degree
of the right eye) (“Vikna’, February 4, 2019) (it should be noted
that there is a dash before the explanatory, supplementary part of
xepamoxonyc \NV cmynens npasozo oxa (keratoconus of the 1V
degree of the right eye), while the norm provides for a colon
here). Sometimes, the clarifying article is separated from only
one side: Cvbo200ni, 26 scosmus _ Hayionanena padu 3 numanv
menebauenns ma padiomosienHs 3apeccmpyeana «bBykeuy» sk
onnaiin-media 3eiono 3 npunucamu 3axony Vkpainu «lIpo
meoia» (Today, October 26 _ the National Council for
Television and Radio Broadcasting registered “Bukvy” as an
online media in accordance with the provisions of the Law of
Ukraine “On Media”) (“Bukvy”, October 27, 2023).

e) Applications, mostly common: [fio 3sycmpiu nposoous
Cesmocnas Kpasuyk — axmusicm J1yybkoco MOR00INCHO20
ocepeoky (This meeting was conducted by Svyatoslav Kravchuk
_ an activist of the Lutsk youth center) (“Volyn24”, August 18,
2021); Yumano Andpiie — unenieé napmii _ naiono npayioioms Ha
61azo miceroi epomaou (Many Andriys — members of the party _
are fruitfully working for the benefit of the city community)
(“Volyn-nova’, February 18, 2020).

Individually, in the analyzed editions, media workers do not
separate appeals. Among the recorded cases, we fix only 0.4% of
such falsely dangerous places: I mum ne menwe, opysi moi _ ne
cnokywatimecs — Kypyi He 30amui KUHYmMu Kypumu Ha neputy
eumozy, a omoice, nosuicmio ne moxcymev oymu einoni (And
nevertheless, my friends _ do not be tempted - smokers are not
able to quit smoking at the first request, and therefore cannot be
completely free) (“ Tvoje misto”, September 3, 2021).

The main members of a simple two-syllabic sentence often
become a point of error in the punctuation system. Close to the
trend is the violation of the norm of punctuation agreement
between the subject and the predicate expressed by the noun
(9%). In constructions where there should normally be a dash,
editors often omit it due to carelessness or ignorance: Hamans
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Banvuyxk — mama 4-x Oimeil, Ode bozdan — Haumoroouuil
(Natalya Valchuk _ mother of 4 children, where Bohdan is the
youngest) (“Ukrinform”, September 24, 2023); 36upamu
bepesoguil cik HasecHi _ 0OCUMb KIONIMKe 3aHAMMA, WO
sumazae cneyiamvnux nasuuox (Collecting birch sap in the
spring _ a rather troublesome activity that requires special
skills) (“Bug”, April 7, 2020); Jumsuuii 6younox y Kigepysx _
cneyianbHull OOWIKIIbHUL 3aK1A0, 0e 8UX08YIONb OIMOK 8I0 080X
00 B0COMU POKIE_ Y SKUX € NCUXOHEBPOLOZIYHI NAmono2ii
(Children's house in Kivertsy _ a special pre-school institution
where children from two to eight years old_ who have
psychoneurological pathologies are raised) (Volyn-nova, May
19, 2022) (an error was additionally noted in the construction of
the subjunctive part); Tamapa Minenmiisna Kosanvuyk _ 0o6pe
3Hana i wanoseana moouna (Tamara Milentiivna Kovalchuk _ a
well-known and respected person) (“Visti”, November 3, 2019).
A single dash is not used in constructions with an indicative
participle before a predicate-noun: Mimuneu i nrowi _ ye ne me
micye, 0e modicna domosumucsy i noposymimucs (Meetings and
squares _ not the place where it is possible to come to an
agreement and understanding) (“Tribune”, November 12, 2019);
€ noou 3 piBHUMU  CEIMONAOHUMU  YNOOODAHHAMY, —afle
PAYIOHANBHICMb MA KOHCMPYKMUGIZM _ ye me, wo ix 06 'eonye
(There are people with different worldview preferences, but
rationality and constructivism _ are what unite them)
(“UNIAN", November 12, 2020); 3abesneuenns nezansamozo
Hacenenus pooOOUUMU MICYAMU_ ye He €OUHUI NO3UMUSHUL
wmpux Oisnenocmi 3aeé0dy y ceni (Providing jobs to the
unemployed population _ not the only positive aspect of the
plant's activity in the village) (“Bug”, November 3, 2019).
Punctuation (hyphen) is not observed in those journaistic texts
in which there is no punctuation mark between the subject and
the predicate expressed by infinitives: Cbo200ni 3a60anns nawoir
opeanizayii _ we pasz niomeepoumu Cce0l0 nepuwicms ma
npoodosdcumu eminiosamu 3anouamkosani iniyiamueu (Today,
the task of our organization _ to once again confirm its primacy
and continue to implement the initiated initiatives) (“Volyn-
nova’, September 1, 2020); Ham eubopyi nogipuiu, a nauwe
3aedanns _ eunpasoamu ixnio dosipy (The voters believed in us,
and our task _ to justify their trust) (“Bukvy”, November 12,
2019), etc.

Unreasonably, journalists and editors use a dash before a
predicate expressed by a verb: Jisnenicme 6oauncexor
Mmonodiochoi opeanizayii — epascae (The activity of the Volyn
youth organization —impressive) (“Volyn information portal”,
June 18, 2022). Sporadically optional dashes are used in simple
constructions between the subject and the predicate: Icmopis
micma Jlyyvka — opesns ma eeauuna (The history of the city of
Lutsk —ancient and majestic) (“Volyn News’, August 20, 2020);
Bonuncokuii kpaceuo — ynikanvnuti ma nenosmopnuti (The Volyn
landscape — unique and inimitable) (“Konkurent”, August 20,
2020); Kananizayis — He CcMImMHUK: Y CMIYHUX 800AX
bazamonogepxieox  JIyybka — uASUAU  KPUMUYHULL  DiGeHb
wrionueux pevosun (Sewerage — not a garbage dump: a critical
level of harmful substances was found in the wastewater of high-
rise buildings in Lutsk) (“Under the gun”, March 25, 2021).

Punctuation presented in complex constructions (complex
sentences, sentences without conjunctions, as well as sentences
with different types of syntactic connection (7 %)) show a
relatively lower frequency. There are cases when a comma is
missing between equal parts of complex sentences (both two-
syllable and one-syllable), connected by the conjunctions and i
or ma (and): Moocnueocmi y euxosamenié 3nayno wupwi i mi
3acobu, K MU MAEMO, 00360510Mb 3a0e3neyysamu SKICHUL
pieenv euxosanns ma oceimu (The opportunities for educators
are much wider _ and the means we have allow ensuring a high-
quality level of upbringing and education) (“Vikna’, October 3,
2022); Mu nepexonaemo opeanizamopié 3axo0y _ i 6ci IxXui
3adymu 6yoyme emineni (We will convince the organizers of the
event _ and all their ideas will be implemented) (“Bukvy”,
October 18, 2022); Ile saocmusuii kpox y pobomi Hauio2o
saknady i nioxooumu 00 3MiH NOMPIOHO HAO36UYALHO
sionosioansno (This is an important step in the work of our

institution_ and it is necessary to approach changes extremely
responsibly) (“TSN”, March 3, 2020).

We rarely observe incorrect punctuation in a sentence without a
conjunction. Its appearance is most often associated with the
omission of a dash between the predicative parts of a non-
conjunctive sentence, when the first part of the sentence
expresses the condition of the action, which is referred to in the
second: He mooicew wozocw snaumu _ cmeopu cam (If you can't
find something _ create it yourself) (“Hromadske’, May 26,
2022); Mu nocmyxamu _ nam eiokpuru (We knocked _ they
opened to us) (“Ukrainian Pravda’, September 24, 2020), etc.
The probable is appearance of a punctuation anormative
associated with the absence of acommain an infinitive sentence:
Iicns 3a6epuientst Hapaou nOcadoseyb 6iON06I6 HA 3ANUMAHHS
YUHI6 _ 6OMU CMOCY8ANUCS AKOCMI NUMHOI 600U ma nompeou
sanyuenns oepowcasnux kowmie (After the meeting, the official
answered the students' questions _ they related to the quality of
drinking water and the need to attract state funds) (“Ukrinform”,
January 21, 2021); Lle cnpagdi cunbhi dimu _ y HUX € 4OMY
nosuumucs i nam, oopocaum (These are really strong children _
they have a lot to learn from us adults too) (“TSN”, November
3,2021).

We also come across isolated cases in journalistic texts, when a
dash is used between the first and second predicative parts of
non-conjunctive constructions instead of a colon justified by the
norm: Mu He NOBUHHI 3a6y6amu — KOJtceH - Mycumo
cnpamosyeamu ¢80l 3ycunis Ha 60pomvby 3 60po2OM i CHilbHY
nepemozy (We must not forget - everyone must direct their
efforts to fight the enemy and win together) (“Konkurent”,
August 20, 2023).

We note the punctuation of complex syntactic constructions as
an error-prone place. For example, in the sentence Crkinoxu
paoowie 6yno, koru Mukoras 0ouekanucs _ i césmo Hapeuimi
posnouanocs (How many joys were there when Mykolai finally
came _ and the holiday finally began) (“Vysoky Zamok”,
December 20, 2021), three predicative parts can be
distinguished, which are combined by the subordinating
conjunction (Ckinexu padowis 6yno, xomu ...(How many joys
were there when ..)) and the relative clause (Muxorasn
Odouexanucs _ i ceamo napewmi nouanocs (Mykolai finally came
_ and the holiday finally began)). If the subordinate part is
designed correctly, then the boundaries between the second and
third blocks are not highlighted.

Analyzing the professional speech of media workers, we witness
a significant number of errors in the design of direct speech
(4.6 %). Almost all of them are connected with the absence of a
comma after the direct speech and before the author's words:
«Xou st npedcmaensio 3apaz iHWLY NOAIMUYHY CUTLY, alle 8 HAC
6acamo cninbHo2o 1 nodibna mMakodc mema, a GIOMAaxK Mu
opienmosani Ha cnisnpayloy _ — 36epHYECA 00 NPUCYMHIX
odonosioau (“Although | represent a different political force now,
we have a lot in common and a similar goal, so we are oriented
towards cooperation” _ - the speakers addressed those present)
(“Vikna’, October 29, 2019); «Are s ne mapixaio, 6ona ic
Xomina AK Kpawe, Jcumms MeHi [ OUMuMi HAMA2anAcs
30epeemu, a GUIWIO MAK, AK SULIULIO, WO 3POOUIUY _ — Kadice
nani Hamana (“But | don't complain, she wanted the best, she
tried to save my life and the child's, but it turned out the way it
turned out, what was done” - says Mrs. Natalya) (“TSN”,
September 24, 2021). We aso come across the systematic use of
a hyphen after direct speech instead of a normative dash as a
manifestation of violations of the technical rules of typing texts.

The identified punctuation anormatives make it possible to
single out the missing punctuation marks in the case of
homogeneous clauses in a separate group (3%): ... aze xoau i
Haoani 00uH npayowuuil  ympumysamume 00HO20
Henpaye30amuozo, mo ye mMamume 0080.i HCANOIOHUU U0 |
ons o0noeo i ona inwoeo (... but when in the future one
working person keeps one disabled person, it will look quite
miserable for both one _ and the other) (“Tribune’, November
12, 2020); Mu noeunni egexmugno _ pe3yiomamusHo U020
suxopucmosysamu (We must use it efficiently _ resultively)
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(“Vysoky Zamok”, February 11, 2021); IHonpu me, wo 6azamo i
c8i0Ki8 _ i yuacHukie i orcepme [Ipyeoi ceimoegoi gitiHu yoice He
nopy4 3 Hamu, 60HU 3AMUULAIOMBCA HCUBUMU ()omu, 0oKu Jicuse
nam'sme npo nux (Despite the fact that many witnesses _ and
participants _ and victims of the Second World War are no
longer with us, they remain alive as long as their memory lives
on) (“Bug”, May 12, 2019).

As aresult of a punctuation study related to the lack of proper
punctuation, the most productive error-prone places in the
written speech of journalists were determined. These are
primarily the most frequent anormatives in a complex sentence,
with adverbial inflection, interjections and constructions,
separated clauses. Ignoring punctuation norms also causes cases
of the absence of a punctuation mark in direct speech,
homogeneous clauses, in non-conjunctive and complex
sentences, complex syntactic constructions.

Abnormalities reflecting the presence of an extra punctuation
mark (24 %)

The online media used to investigate punctuation culture indicate
the dominance of several main types of redundant punctuation.
A tendency in written communication is the selection of the
complex conjunction adorce (after all), mistakenly used by the
authors as an interjection. It should be noted that this is a error-
prone place for many journalistic materials: Aooce, wopanxy y
0Y0b-5IKY NOpY 6IH 3AHYPIOEMbCS 6 XOJOOHY KVRilb 8000UMU
(After all, every morning at any time he plunges into a cold pool
of water) (“UNIAN”", January 14, 2022); /lo peui, nacmanuio
MOpPO3HUX OHI6 padi i Xipypeu, aodxce, 6 MOpPO3 MeHule
PO36UBAEMbCL SCLIAKUX WKipHuX mikpoopeanizmie (By the way,
surgeons are also happy about the onset of frosty days, because
in the cold, all kinds of skin microorganisms develop less)
(“Tvoje misto”, February 4, 2019); Aooice, cmanom na cvbo2oowui,
3a KiibKa comeHbs cpusersb conoamu nOB‘HOuiHHO 3a6e3neqy}omb
JHCUMMEIATLHICMb — C8OIX  GIUCLKOGUX — YACMUH, NPAYOIOYU
“pisnopobouumu” (After all, as of today, for a few hundred
hryvnias, soldiers fully provide for the livelihood of their
military units, working as “handymen”) (“Bukvy”, October 26,
2023).

When working with texts of various genres, journalists resort to
frequency separation of those tokens that are never inserted. For
example: newodasno (recently): Hewooasno, eunognuecs pix
nepebyeanns 2onosu pationnoi paou na ceoit nocadi (The
chairman of the district council recently completed one year in
office) (“Konkurent”, November 10, 2019); HewooasHo, &
ypouucmiu ammocghepi  8pyuuAU NOOAPYHKU  MATAHOGUINUM
wronspam (Recently, in a solemn atmosphere, gifts were
presented to talented schoolchildren) (“Vikna’, November 10,
2019); Mu, mnewooasno, manone2Uéo npayioéamu, abdu
nepemoemu ¢ smazannsx (Recently, we worked hard to win
competitions) (“TSN”, September 24, 2022); maxooc (also):
Y4acHUKH 3aXONly, maKodc, GuUCmynuau 3 iniyiamueamu
30008’A3amMu  2pOMAOSIH  YKIA0amu 002080pU HA ONJIAYYEAHe
susesennss nobymosux gioxoodie (The participants of the event
also took initiatives to oblige citizens to sign contracts for the
paid removal of household waste) (“Glavkom”, October 6,
2022); Taxoowc, 6onu épyuunu @enuxi OyKemu 4epeoHUx mposHo
C60IM GUUMENAM-BEMePaHam ma 3anpocunu ix Ha WKITbHUL
eamvc (Also, they handed large bouquets of red roses to their
veteran teachers and invited them to the school waltz) (“Vysoky
Zamok”, October 6, 2022); Mu ssadicacmo 3a doyinbhe, Maxooic,
ckacysannsi pady nynkmie y npasunax mopeie (We also consider
it expedient to cancel a number of items in the bidding rules)
(“Visti”, November 28, 2020); nocmynoso (gradually):
Tocmynoso,  pos3fyoosa  Hauio20  HABYALHO20 — OCEPEOKY
nepeiwna ¢ noge pycro (Gradually, the development of our
educational center moved in a new direction) (“Under the gun”,
September 3, 2020); nesdossi (soon): Hesdossi, pobomu i3
3asepuiensm 6yoienuymea dopozu 00 ceia Muavyi 6ydyme
npununeni (Soon, work on the completion of the construction of
the road to the village of Miltsi will be stopped) (“Visti”,
September 3, 2019); Hes0063i, Kodwcern ompumae 0OiysAHY
donomozy (Soon, everyone will receive the promised help)

(“Vysoky Zamok”, June 25, 2021); xoua (although): Xoua,
cmeopens Poorcuwencoroi paiionHoi opeanizayii
CYNPOBOOICYBANOCS — HEBOOBONCHHIM — MOOIWHbLOI  61AOHOT
sepxiexu (Although, the creation of the Rozhyshchen district
organization was accompanied by dissatisfaction of the then
ruling elite) (“Bukvy”, September 3, 2019); sapmo (worth):
Bapmo, kopomko  3eadamu  npo  Mexawizm — pO3GUMKY
sanexcnocmi 0o miei uu inwoi ximiunoi cnonyku (It is worth
briefly mentioning the mechanism of the development of
addiction to one or another chemical compound) (“Tribune’,
September 3, 2019);_scvozo (total): Bevoeco, 3 nouamky poxy
CYOCUOI0 HA ONIAMY HCUMILOBO-KOMYHALLHUX NOCYS OMPUMATU
oinvue 21 mucsaui cimens (In total, since the beginning of the
year, more than 21,000 families have received subsidies for
housing and communal services) (“Under the gun”, December
21, 2020).

More than once in journaistic texts, we found contrived
clarifying constructions, erroneously separated by commas:
OcHognum 3006ymKom, 3a yeil nepiod, MONICHA B6aNCAMU
po36yoosy nawoi opeanizayii (The development of our
organization can be considered the main achievement, during
this period) (“Vikna’, October 3, 2019); 4 nicis wmypmogozo
yoapy, 3anucas Ha ceitl 6OUOBUL PAXYHOK wje i 0OUH MAHK ma
senimny yemanosxy (And after the assault, he added one more
tank and an anti-aircraft gun to his combat account)
(“Konkurent”, September 3, 2019); [noo0i, ¢ noecaxoenniii
Memywni, 100U 3a0yealomv PO CAPABXHCHI  YIHHOCMI
(Sometimes, in the hustle and bustle of everyday life, people
forget about real values) (“Vysoky Zamok”, November 3,
2020); B ymosax cbo2o0enHs, ONIAMA CMPOKOBUKAM, SKI He
bepymb yyacmi y 6otiogux Oifix, 3600umvcsi 00 HOCAO0B020
oknady, wo ckaadae 6i0 350 0o 700 epn — 3anexncHo 6i0
mapughnozo pospady (In today's conditions, the payment of
conscripts who do not take part in hostilities is reduced to the
official salary, which is from 350 to 700 hryvnias - depending on
the tariff class) (“Bukvy”, October 26, 2023); Too, 3apas,
20/I08HEe 38EPHEHHSI CMPOKOBUKIE NOjsA2Ac 8 momy, abu im
Haoanu HanexdcHe (Qinancose 3a6e3neuenis ma 6iOn0GiOHI npPasa
cmocosno 3sinenens (Therefore, now, the main appeal of
conscripts is to provide them with adequate financial support
and the corresponding rights regarding dismissals) (“Bukvy”,
October 26, 2023); Hacamneped, po3kadxcime npo cgiil wiisx 00
siticoxa (First of all, tell about your path to the army) (“Bukvy”,
October 26, 2023).

We dso fix the non-normative between the subject and the
predicate:  Onexcandp Kypuniok, 36epnyécs 00 yuacHuKis
ypouucmux 360pie i3 wupum eimannsm (Oleksandr Kurylyuk,
addressed the participants of the solemn meeting with sincere
congratulations) (“Bug”, November 12, 2020); 4 ye, ¢
nopywennam 3axonooaécmeéa (And this, is a violation of
legislation) (“Ukrinform”, April 7, 2022); LJi m00u, 6ydb-sxoio
yinoio namazanucs empumamucs npu enaoi (These people tried
to stay in power at any cost) (“TSN”, September 3, 2021);
Ilonepeoni cnpobu eusecmu 8y2iibHy NPOMUCIOBICMb 3 KPU3lU,
He Manu CUCMEMHOCmi [ He 00800UIUCh 00 JIO2IYHO2O
sasepwenns (Previous attempts to bring the coal industry out of
the crisis were not systematic and did not come to a logical
conclusion) (“Tvoje misto”, September 3, 2021).

There are imprecise punctuation marks for homogeneous clauses
and generalized words, when authors resort to an extra colon or
dash. In the construction /{ns yuacmi ¢ po6omi nienymy 6ynu
sanpowieni: unenu npesudii, unenu Paou opeamnizayii, econosu
nepeunnux opzanizayiu micma i paiony... (To participate in the
work of the plenum, the following were invited: members of the
presidium, members of the Council of the organization, heads of
primary organizations of the city and district...) (“Hromadske”,
March 31, 2021) two extra punctuation marks were used - a dash
and a colon, because the token sanmpoweni (invited) is not
generalizing when listing guests.

However, an extra comma is more often recorded with two
homogeneous members of the sentence, which are connected by
asingle conjunction i (and): ... saxi opeanizysanu poseanysicenuil
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OisHec i3 MiIbUOHHUMU 0DOpOmMamy, i HiY020 He Cnaauy8alu 0o
ob100ocemis (...who organized a branched business with a million
turnover, and did not pay anything to the budgets) (“Bukvy”,
November 12, 2019); Cmanesuii npec, wiupoxi nieui, i chunu —
came max modicna onucamu xaonyie (Steel abs, broad shoulders,
and backs - that's how one can describe guys) (“Visti”, May 19,
2021).

Another punctuation anormative is the unmotivated selection of
the application with the component sx (as), when it does not
have a shade of reason: Sk kepisnux obnacnoi opeanizayii, s
8IONOBIOANLHO 3A56IA10, WO MU 8Ce 3D0OUMO Ol MO0, W00
subopu 6i06ynucs uecro i nposzopo (As the head of the regional
organization, | responsibly declare, that we will do everything,
to ensure that the elections are held honestly and transparently)
(“Under the gun”, October 6, 2019); Ik nposiona norimuuna
cuna Kpainu, ya napmis Hde Ha 6ubopu 3 HIMKOK
nepedsubopuoio npozpamoro (As the country's leading political
force, this party is going to the elections with a clear pre-
election program) (“Under the gun”, September 1, 2019); The
hyphen is superfluous in the sentence /JJupexmop paiionnor
HIOCII — Csimnana Muxamwx posnosira npo 3axoou (The
director of the district children and youth sports school -
Svitlana Mykhalyk told about the measures) (“Volyn-nova’,
November 3, 2020).

Sporadically, media professionals admit the use of an extra
comma between the parts of a complex sentence, connected by a
single connecting conjunction, in the presence of an article
common to both predicative parts of the sentence: Iipomszeom
OCMAHHIX OHI8 3UMa 6351d peeariu, i nozuauka mepmomempa
enesneno onycmunacey oo —20 (During the last days, winter took
revenge, and the thermometer mark confidently dropped to -20)
(“Konkurent”, February 4, 2021); B inmeps’io Edyapo Oinumscsi
BI1ACHUM 00C8IOOM CHPOKOBOI CILyHCOU, MUM, NPo Wo Mpisie Ha
ainii pponmy, ma 3a wo nepuiouepzogo 6opemvcs zapasz (In the
interview, Eduard shares his own experience of military service,
what he dreamed of on the front line, and what he is primarily
fighting for now) (“Bukvy”, October 26, 2023). A commais also
unmotivated in an interrogative complex sentence: Xmo
onikyeaecs OesnocepedHvbo Bawium 3abesnevenmsam, i uu
nanexcnum eono 6yro? (Who took care of your provision
directly, and was it proper?) (“Bukvy”, October 26, 2023).

Occasionally, punctuation inaccuracies were found when using
direct language: «/[pyacba i acaca cnopmuenozo 6ionouunxy!y,
— ckazas kepisnux noizoku (“Friendship and a thirst for sports
recreation!” said the trip leader) (“Tvoje misto”, March 17,
2023). Extra punctuation marks, which are not regulated by the
punctuation standard and were obviously added by the authors
due to oversight, are also found: I kowmysana éona, nedeweso
(And it was, not cheap) (“Bukvy”, February 4, 2022); I]e
bezoniamna nepedalta ZPOMHO}ZI[(ZJH acumaa, maxk npayioc
Hepocasna inomeuna ycmanosa) (This is a free transfer of
housing to citizens, this is how the State Mortgage Institution
works)) (“Vysoky Zamok”, November 12, 2019).

Thus, in the text communication of modern mass media workers,
cases of using an extra punctuation mark are less frequent than
the absence of necessary punctuation marks. Among the
punctuation abnormalities associated with the use of an extra
comma, errors in the alocation of imaginary interjections and
clarifying constructions dominate. Extra punctuation marks
between the subject and the predicate have a lower frequency,
with homogeneous clauses. Single examples represent non-
normative punctuation formations when separating the adjuncts,
between parts of a complex sentence. Sometimes, such errors are
not regulated by the rules.

Abnormalities reflecting the replacement of some signs by
others (11 %)

This group of punctuation violations is small compared to the
two previous groups. Among the errors characterizing the
replacement of one punctuation mark by another, several groups
can be distinguished, regulated by a certain punctuation norm.
Forming a direct language, the media admit the abnormal use of

punctuation marks: Aze koau meni 00600umbCst Ha PI3HUX PIGHSX
npesenmyeamu Hawy 001ACMb, ONUCYIOYU NOMEHYIAL Kparo, s
kaoicy — «Ha Bonuni € 6ce. Hagimo waxmu!» (But when | have to
present our region at different levels, describing the potential of
the region, | say — “Volyn has everything. Even the mines!”)
(“Volyn-nova’, September 3, 2021) (the norm is colon instead of
adash).

We aso fix the erroneous replacement of punctuation marks in
the unconjugated construction, when the second disseminates the
information of the first: Bionosiono oo 3min 3akonie Vkpainu
«IIpo oxopony kymemypuoi cnaowunu» ma «IlIpo oxopomny
apxeono2iunoi  cnadwunuy — npoeedeHo - pobomy w000
6NOPAOKYBAHHA 00 '€KMi@ KyavmypHoi cnadwunu Borooumup-
Bonuncwrozo pationy — 3apas na obnixy ix nepebysac 234 (In
accordance with the amendments to the Laws of Ukraine “On
the Protection of Cultural Heritage” and “On the Protection of
Archaeological Heritage”, work was carried out on the
arrangement of cultural heritage objects of the Volodymyr-Volyn
district - now on, 234 of them are registered) (“Bug”, October
15, 2022) (the norm is colon instead of a dash); Bueni we pas
Hazadyiomv — AKWO 6u obacme NPo CGOI0 306HIUHICML —
xkuoaume xypumu (Scientists remind once again - if you care
about your appearance — quit smoking) (“Vysoky Zamok”,
October 29, 2020) (the norm is colon instead of a dash). Norms
have not been observed in the use of commas in the interjection
construction, which indicates the source of the message: Bmin,
AK yoHce Ka3aé 3ACHOBHUK 60NUHCLKOI MONOOINCKU — HCUMMEBT
npoyecu € npupoonumu ma nesiosopomuumu (However, as the
founder of the Volyn youth group already said - life processes
are natural and inevitable) (“Volyn News’, November 24,
2022); 3a cnosamu opeanizamopie — nopso i3z npubUpaHHIM
mepumopii éona ... (According to the organizers, - along with
cleaning the territory, she ...) (“Bug”, March 31, 2022).

Most of the unmotivated violations of this group are recorded in
complex constructions. Journalists mistakenly put another
punctuation mark instead of a normative comma - a dash or a
colon: V opyziii kamezopii nepemie I'opwikanog [Jenuc — sxutl
nionse 90 ke (In the second category, Denys Horshkalov won -
who lifted 90 kg) (“Tvoje misto”, September 22, 2023) (the norm
isacommainstead of adash).

We detect punctuation errors regarding the use of dashes
between the subject and the predicate: 4 noszasax nan Kpaguyx,
yacmuil 2icme Yy Micmi waxmapis, mogc nio u4ac po3mosu
sanumanu npo yeu nacerenui nynkm (And since Mr. Kravchuk,
is a frequent visitor to the city of miners, during the conversation
they asked about this settlement) (“Bug”, September 24, 2020)
(the norm is adash instead of acomma). There are confusions of
punctuation marks in separate parts of the sentence: Oxpim
ckandanvho2o pemonmy Kuiscvrozo paiicydy 3a 106 mian epn ma
Teampy 1wnozo ensidaua 3a nonwad 30 man — € bazamo iHWUX
eumpam, sKi € Hedopeunumu nio uac ocunozo cmany (In
addition to the scandalous renovation of the Kyiv District Court
for UAH 106 million and the Young Spectator Theater for more
than UAH 30 million, there are many other expenses that are
inappropriate during martial law) (“Bukvy”, October 25, 2023)
(norm is acomma instead of adash).

As we can see, the phenomenon of replacing one punctuation
mark by another in the written communication of journaists is
fragmentary and is indicated by single examples of punctuation
errors in a complex sentence (of different types), in direct
speech, between the subject and the predicate in a simple
sentence, separate articles, etc. However, the defined
punctuation groups of anormatives (according to the
classification of researchers) do not exhaust al fixed errors of
media speech. In severa cases, the punctuation mark was placed
in an unusua position. The most productive and error-prone
place is the use of a dash after the particle ye (it), and not before
it, as required by the norm of punctuation of the connection
between the subject and the predicate: flopo 6azosux
opeanizayii ye — Hauly nepesipemi kaopu: 100U 3 NPUHYUNAMu i
nepexonannsimu (The core of basic organizations is - our proven
personnel: people with principles and convictions) (“Glavkom”,
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October 8, 2021). A non-normative position is occupied by a
comma in other journalistic constructions. S oyoce 60sunuil,
yeim xmo ebonisae 3a cnineny cnpasy (I am very grateful to
everyone, who cheered for the common cause) (“Vikna’,
October 8, 2021) (rightfully: S oyoce 60siunuii ycim, xmo
ebonieas 3a cninvry cnpasy (I am very grateful to everyone who
cheered for the common cause)); Hympowi nouunaroms
CMpAwHo OYHMY8amu, wjo SUPANCAEMbCL MO, 8 NPUCKOPEHOMY
cepyebummi mo, 8 po3nadax cmiibys, a Mo panmom ULLYHOK
giomosnsiemocs nputivamu ynobreny ixcy (The insides begin to
rebel terribly, which is expressed either in an accelerated
heartbeat, in stool disorders, or suddenly the stomach refuses to
accept favorite food) (“ Tvoje misto”, September 3, 2020).

Figure 1 shows general distribution of varieties of punctuation
anormatives in the professiona communication of media
workers.

B issngpunctationmasks

B ExEpuncationmaks

O Replengsomenuiswit
athers

Figure 1. Distribution of varieties of punctuation anormatives in
the professional communication of media workers

4 Conclusions

Thus, having studied the written professional communication of
media workers based on the news texts of Ukrainian online
media, we single out three negative error zones at the
punctuation level: 1) errors associated with the omission of the
necessary punctuation (65%); 2) anormatives reflecting the
presence of an extra punctuation mark (24 %); 3) violations
indicating the replacement of some signs by others (11 %).
Quantitative analysis of erroneous punctuation phenomena
revealed that most often media workers miss the necessary
punctuation mark. Relatively less often they resort to
unnecessary punctuation or non-normative replacement of some
punctuation marks by others. Improving the editing process and
increasing the communicative effectiveness of the media text
should be facilitated by the use of the anti-error device by media
workers, which contains data on error-prone places at the
punctuation level. Undoubtedly, every employee of the editorial
board is obliged to perfectly master the norms of the modern
Ukrainian language, to be aware of al changes and additions, in
order to continue to ensure a decent level for their media. When
the dlightest doubts arise, the editor should turn to authoritative
linguistic sources to make sure of the correctness/incorrectness
of his reasoning. So, the main characteristics of a highly
qualified media worker are education, a high level of language
culture, as well as deep knowledge in the field of editing, in
order to eliminate any inaccuracies that arise during the creation
of journalistic materials at all stages of text editing.
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