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Abstract: The article analyzes the metaphors selected from the media texts of 2022—
2023; it is found that they not only perform an informative role, but also implement a
number of communicative strategies and pragmatic-intentional tasks. A detailed
analysis of the corpus of actual material made it possible to single out the most
important features of figuratively used units, among which there are the
reinterpretation of known images and concepts based on associative connections, the
transmission of hidden content, evaluability, emotional and expressive coloring, often
going beyond the canons of newspaper journalism, sometimes “shaking” stylistic
norms. It was found that in the Ukrainian media discourse of 2022-2023, metaphors
with a different thematic range are presented, the emergence of which is based on
stereotypes of the perception of modern redlity, in particular, military actions in
Ukraine. A significant group consists of zoomorphic and mythomorphic metaphors —
secondary names of enemies and the president of Russia In order to strengthen the
negative coloration, attributive, in particular occasional, units function alongside them,
which give the texts an ironic-sarcastic sound, mare them sound as colloquia speech,
sometimes even vulgarize them. It is noted that the use of several metaphorically
designed secondary names, which implement the stylistic technique of gradation, is
aimed at achieving this goal. Attention is focused on verbs that, modeling the
behavioral stereotypes of the enemy army, not only contribute to the creation of an
objective image of the invaders, but also convey irony and sarcasm. Among the words
of this part-language class, colloquia forms dominate, which serve as a powerful
journalistic tool and exert a communicative influence on the reader. The expressive
means of linguistic aggression include anthropomorphic metaphors built on the
attribution of actions, signs, and characteristics inherent in a person to war and Russia
It has been revealed that in journaistic texts, lexemes of the culinary and gastronomic
sphere, which are presented in publications about the destruction of Russian, less often
Belarusian enemies and their equipment, undergo metaphorization.

Keywords: lexeme, secondary nomination, metaphor, figurative meaning, emotional
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1 Introduction

The multifaceted study of media discourse belongs to the topical
issues of the modern scientific paradigm. The interest of
researchers can be explained by several factors. First, journalism
of the beginning of the 21st century represents an important and
relevant form of communication, which makes it possible to
succinctly inform about new, relevant and important things.
Secondly, it is distinguished by an extensive system of
expressive means, which perform not only an informative role,
but also implement a number of pragmatic and intentional tasks -
to influence the emotional sphere of the recipient, to encourage
him to think, to incline him to a definite side, etc. The features
distinguishing modern media texts include the renewal of forms
of verbalization of thought, the use of new works, artistic means
with a distinct emotional and expressive color, secondary
nominations, etc. As observed by |. Ya Zavanyuk, “the
language persondlity of a journalist acquires the characteristics
of a stylistic center”. The author's Self becomes softer, looser,
more human” [12, p. 14]. In this regard, we consider
T. M. Levchenko's reasoning to be relevant: “The language of
journalism shows a tendency to blur clear stylistic boundaries...”
[3, p. 60]. The opinions expressed by these researchers are fully
reasoned and substantiated, as evidence of which we consider
the active use of vocabulary that goes beyond the canons of
newspaper texts. Nominations with not only direct, but aso
figurative and connotative meanings, arising on the basis of
associations with well-known objects, actions, processes, states,
qualitative characteristics, etc., are actively entering the language
of modern mass media. Such a functional purpose is revealed by

metaphors, which not only serve as new and fresh markers of
beings, objects, their static or dynamic features, but also aim to
atract the attention of readers, convey certain mood shades,
expression, hidden meaning, etc.

The problem of metaphorization of the Ukrainian media
discourse is one of those actively studied in the modern
linguistic paradigm. Among the most recent in terms of time
dimensions, the body of actual material and the study
methodology, it is worth mentioning the comprehensive study by
A. S. Ovsienko, in which not only an updated definition of the
concept of metaphor was proposed, but also in the context of
language dynamics, metaphorically used lexemes of different
thematic ranges were analyzed; their formal and stylistic features
were clarified, their role in the figurative and emotional-
evaluative reproduction of reality and expressiveness of the texts
of newspaper periodicals of the beginning of the 21st century is
determined [5]. O.V. Semyda and |.M. Ahmad manifested
scientific interest in researching the metaphorization of the
image of Ukraine in modern English-language media discourse,
the functional features of figuratively used nominations, which
are characterized in the context of the mechanisms of awareness
of the real picture of the world and the stereotypes of the
perception of Ukrainian state by the English-speaking
community [6]. Studies dedicated to the description of metaphor
as away of thinking, cognition, nomination of new concepts, as
well as a means of manipulating consciousness, imposing certain
subjective assessments and implementing other communicative
strategies deserve attention [10]. Among the scientific priorities
of the third decade of the 21st century, there are the description
of metaphor as a linguistic and cultura marker [2], the
determination of its role in media discourse [4], the study of
metaphorical nominations for the designation of women in
Ukrainian linguistic culture [8]. In a number of works,
metaphorical constructions are considered sporadicaly, in
particular, in the context of describing callsigns in unofficial
military communication [7]. The declared list of scientific
achievements, although it shows a significant level of study of
the problem, does not cover absolutely all aspects. Currently,
when the active phase of the Russian-Ukrainian war continues,
journalists, trying to quickly inform about the events at the front
and striving to win the ‘fight for the reader’, use various
language means in their publications, including metaphorical
ones. In modern linguistics, the secondary nominations of this
thematic variety and time slice (from February 24, 2022) have
not yet been studied in detail, which determines the relevance of
the problem raised.

The purpose of the article is to systematically analyze metaphors
evidenced in media texts during the active phase of the genocidal
war unleashed by russia’, to investigate metaphorically used
lexemes in the context of anthropocentrism, communicative-
pragmatic  potential, expressiveness, emotional-evauative
meaning, and linguistic dynamics.

2 Materialsand Methods

The objectivity of the description is ensured by the corpus of
factual material compiled on the basis of all-Ukrainian and
regional media sources that inspire confidence in information
consumers. The index of sentences with metaphorically designed
language units is about 1,000 sentences selected from newspaper
publications of 2022-early 2023.

Achieving the goal and objectivity of the conclusions was
facilitated by the application of the descriptive method, which
made it possible to classify the selected factual material, to
characterize it in view of the set of qualifying features and

1 The Ministry of Culture and Information Policy of Ukraine has published new
informal rules for Ukrainian spelling in connection with Russia's aggression against
Ukraine: in protest against Russian aggression, it was proposed to write the words
"Russia’, "Kremlin", “Putin" with a lowercase letter. This rule is now used by many
Ukrainian media.
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formal means of expression; the method of distributive analysis,
which contributed to the study of metaphors according to
contextual and connective features was used, as well as methods
of structural-semantic analysis aimed at revealing the meaning
range of metaphorically used nominations

3 Results and Discussion

Among the important tasks that a scientist sets for himself, there
is the choice from among the proposed definitions or the
formulation of his own definition of the researched object. With
this in mind, we consider it necessary to analyze the currently
known interpretations of the term metaphor. In our opinion, first
of al, it is appropriate to turn to modern Ukrainian lexicographic
sources. |n the encyclopedic edition “Ukrainian language”, two
meanings of the concept of metaphor are distinguished — “a) a
semantic process in which the form of a linguistic unit or the
design of alinguistic category is transferred from one object of
designation to another on the basis of a certain similarity
between these objects when reflected in the mind of the speaker;
b) the derived meaning of the linguistic unit formed in this way”
[9, p. 334]. In the dictionary edited by V. T. Busd, it is stated
that a metaphor is“an artistic tool consisting in the figurative use
of a word or expression based on analogy, similarity, or
comparison, as well as a word or expression used in this way”
[1, p. 663]. According to A. S. Ovsienko, “metaphor is a means
of secondary nomination, which represents innovative
knowledge about the world through the use of resources
available in language, is based on mental operations associated
with attributing the characteristics of people to non-beings or
characteristics of beings and non-beings — to a person” [5, p. 33].
Therefore, the main emphasis of linguists falls on the purpose of
metaphor to serve as a means of verbalizing objects, dynamic or
static features, the basis of which is the process of rethinking,
built on associative connections. We would like to note that with
the help of a metaphor, the perception of information becomes
more accessible and easier, since it is based on images and
concepts known to the recipient. In addition, in mass media
texts, metaphorically used lexemes make the text figurative;
causing certain associations and feelings, they affect the
consumer of information emotionally.

In modern linguistics, we come across different classifications of
metaphors, including their division into lexical and poetic ones.
The first group includes the names of objects, animals, plants,
mythical, mythological creatures, etc., used to refer mainly to
people in order to actualize attention to their physical or mental
characteristics, behavioral traits, etc. The sphere of others is
formed by figuratively used words that originally and usually
expressively characterize objects [11, p. 88]. A. S. Ovsienko
presented a detailed classification of lexical metaphors * attested’
in media texts of the beginning of the 21st century. The
researcher  singled out  nature-morphic, artifactual,
mythomorphic and fairy-tale types, which she considered in the
context of the influence of externa factors, in the aspect of
anthropocentrism,  psycho-emotional and  communicative-
pragmatic load [5, p. 95-207]. The specified study algorithm
will be applied to the description of metaphorically decorated
nominations, selected from media texts during the active phase
of the Russian-Ukrainian war, randomly focusing attention on
secondary nominations, the modeling of which goes beyond the
proposed classification schemes.

The full-scale invasion of russia directly affected the subject of
newspaper publications, because starting from February 24,
2022, articles about combat operations, enemy |osses, destroyed
military equipment, Ukrainians who were injured as a result of
shelling, etc. began to prevail. Undoubtedly, al these events
affected the emotional state of both journalists and readers,
which became a significant external factor in the dynamics of the
lexical system in particular and changes in the language of
Ukrainian media texts in general. We consider the attraction of
metaphors to the information space to be a noticeable feature of
newspaper journalism of the given period, which perform an
important communicative and pragmatic-intentional role, and
also serve as a means of interest and intrigue of the consumer of

information, contribute to the creative interpretation of the most
important, convey the attitude of the journalist to the described.
In some cases, the authors of newspaper articles put
metaphorically presented lexemes in quotation marks, which
indicates that such nominations are outside the usual contextual
conditions.

Common feature to the media texts of 2022 — the beginning of
2023 is the dominance of lexical secondary nominations for the
designation of enemies. Among the zoomorphic metaphors, the
noun pig dog (csurocobaxu) is presented, formed by the method
of basic composition: Jecsamo micayie naraxkomumo y nawit
depoicagi nosHOMACUMAGHA GiliHA, PO36 3AHA KPEMIIBCOKUMU
ceunocooarxamu (For ten months, a full-scale war has been
raging in our state, unleashed by kremlin pig dogs)
(http://pvisti.info, December 29, 2022). Emphasis is made on
those who were the initiator of the military aggression, as well as
an indication of mindless subordination to the head of russia,
lack of national self-awareness, and unquestioning obedience is
realized by the dependent adjective kremlin. The secondary
nomination of meaproxa (beast), structurally complicated by the
suffix of rudeness -iox-, expresses a negative emotional and
evaluative color and strengthens the expression: Hixoau wne
eubauy  pociticokum — meapioxkam!  Iecmopis  xapkiecvkoi
axmueicmku, wo epamysana ceoio cim o 6io sitnu (1 will never
forgive Russian beasts! The story of a Kharkiv activist who
saved her family from the war) (headline) (https://te.20minut.ua,
April 07, 2022); Cbo200Hi Knami pawucmcbki meapioku cepeo
6in020 Onsi amaxyeaiu Hawe mupne micmo (Today, damned
racist beasts attacked our peaceful city in broad daylight)
(https://mig.com.ua, March 22, 2023) — the publication taks
about rockets hitting a high-rise building, as a result of which
peaceful people died. Given the implementation of the
communicative-intentional  function, the metaphorical word
wypu (rats), used in the mass media to refer to russian high-
ranking officials, oligarchs, kremlin elite, etc., gravitates to the
specified lexeme: 3enencoxuti: 3 Kpumy eoice mizpyiome
naubinow Oanexoensoni wypu P® (Zelensky: The most far-
sighted rats of the Russian Federation are already migrating from
Crimea) (healdine) (https:.//www.pravda.com.ua, March 21,
2023); JKupni wypu nouunaiome mikamu 3 HYMIHCLKO2O
xopabns, — Ilionmkosceruti (Fat rats are starting to flee Putin's
ship, — Piontkovsky) (headline) (https://espreso.tv, September
11, 2022). In the second sentence, the negative color is aso
achieved thanks to the dependent attributive unit fat, which
directs the reader to certain associations: representatives of pro-
government structures are often obese. Moreover, they cause
disgust not only with their appearance, but also with their
behavior, tendency to profit, participation in corruption schemes,
theft, etc. In media texts, we come across the specified
zoomorphic metaphor, given in russian language and framed in
quotation marks as a quote from an intercepted story of the
occupier: 'V pociiicbkux okynanmie Hapasi o0yoce HU3bKUll
obotiosuti Oyx. Ilepwi Oui 6itinu 8 Yxpaini oesxi 3 nux bieanu K
«nosopuwie kpwiculy (The russian occupiers currently have avery
low morale. In the first days of the war in Ukraine, some of them
ran like “disgraceful rats’) (https.//gazeta.ua, March 29, 2022).
The highlighted phrase emphasizes the low morale of the
occupiers, their lack of motivation to fight.

Among the zoomorphic ones, there are metaphors for the head of
russia. A group of such metaphorically used lexemes is formed
by an established compound built on the model of comparisons
like szaenanuu 3sip (driven anima), which has the meaning
‘exhausted, frightened, prostrate’, for example: ...Ilymin 3apas
AK 3aeHauull 36Ip. Bin nomunuecs nio uac emopeHeHHs 6
Vkpainy, 3pobus yce npomunedxcne 00 mMo20, 4020 NPACHY8
docsemu (...Putin is now like a driven animal. He made a
mistake during the invasion of Ukraine, he did the opposite of
what he wanted to achieve) (https://gazetaua, April 11, 2022).
Blackmail with nuclear weapons, which repeatedly sounded
from the lips of putin, became a prereguisite for the use of the
substantive-attributive phrase sdepna maena (nuclear monkey).
This secondary nomination directs the reader to the established
combination of monkey and grenade, which is used to name
people, emphasizing their unpredictable behavior. For example:
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Haitieonosniute — 3pobuguu cmasky Ha MOmueo8anux yKpainyis,
(BammHrTOH. — A6m.) cmeoploe nosull npeyedenm YCHiuHol
Oeporcasu. Ilepemicuiu A0epny mMaeny 3a80sKu, 6 OCHOBHOMY,
AMEPUKAHCHKIN  BIICbKOGIL ma eKkoHoMiuHiti 0onomosi. Ilpu
YbOMY 3PVUHYBABUIU IMIONC «HENEPEMONCHOT POCIticbKol apmii»
(The most important thing is that by betting on motivated
Ukrainians, (Washington. — Author), to create a new precedent
for a successful state. Defeating the nuclear monkey thanks
largely to American military and economic aid. At the same
time, destroying the image of the “invincible russian army”)
(https://gazeta.ua, May 12, 2022).

At the beginning of the full-scale invasion, the sphere of the
frequently used structures was added by the mythomorphic
metaphor of opxu (the orcs), which became viral: ¥ 3anopisexiii
obracmi opku obcmpinamu Cnaiuay nueHuyHe noie ma ckaao i3
sepnom (In the Zaporizhzhia region, the orcs burned down a
wheat field and a grain warehouse with shelling) (headline)
(https://gazeta-fp.com.ua, July 21, 2022); 3a doby opku éusesziu
maiiice comuio doimetl 3 Mapiynons (Over the course of a day,
Orcs took amost a hundred children from Mariupol) (headline)
(https://lumoloda.kyiv.ua, April 19, 2022); Ilouascs 6ii. 32000m
Mu Oi3Hanucs, wo ye 6yra 00HA 3 Nepuiux cnpod pociliCbKux
OpKi8 mpopeamucs 'y Micmo, ane Hawi Oityi ewenm ix
posmpowunu (The battle began. Later, we learned that this was
one of thefirst attempts of russian orcs to break into the city, but
our fighters completely crushed them) (https://horodok.city,
March 14, 2022). As it is known, before the hostilities of current
Russian-Ukrainian war, the lexeme orcs was usualy used to
denote fantastic, stocky barbarians who commit atrocities, prone
to meanness and violence. This nomination is associatively
related with the expression of such features of the russian
occupiers in newspaper publications, the topics of which are
quite diverse: about mockery of civilian and military Ukrainians,
including children; continuous bombings; ruining of
infrastructure, as well as the destruction of the russian occupiers.
In media sources, the mythomorphic metaphor of opxu (orcs) is
often accompanied by other linguistic units that add expressions,
paraphrase the text, and sometimes even vulgarize it, further
characterizing the enemies, for example: besocanvni opxu,
3d3Har4u nopasoxK Ha d)pOHl?l[, MCMAMbCA MUPHOM) HACENEeHHIO
(Ruthless orcs, suffering defeats at the front, take revenge on the
civilian population) (http:/pvisti.info, December 29, 2022); — Ta
He ecmuenu  8illcbKogoCayxncoosyi PO me  npumiwenus
8NOPAOKY8AMU Ul 3aHeCmu myou AKicb AuuKy 3-nio boenpunacis,
AK IM 3HO8Y cKOMAaHOy8anu Ha éuizo0, — 3eadye Muwiko. — [L]otino
OpKU 30UMINU, AK MU RONIIU MOU niosan «incnekmysamuy (—
Before the russian servicemen had time to tidy up that room and
bring some ammunition boxes there, they were again ordered to
leave, — recalls Myshko. — As soon as the orcs blew up, we
climbed into that basement to  “inspect” it)
(http://www.golos.com.ua, July 01, 2022). The analyzed
metaphor can be traced in the headlines, which are quotes from
the statements of ordinary citizens, other journalists, artists,
singers, presenters, politicians, heads of regiona military-
civilian administrations, etc.: «Opku 6osmuvcs i comyiomscs 00
nacmyny 3CY» — bpamuyk npo 0ii oxynaumie na Xepconwjuni
(“The Orks are afraid and are preparing for the offensive of the
Ukrainian Armed Forces’ — Bratchuk on the actions of the
occupiers in the Kherson region) (https://gazeta.ua, July 03,
2022);  Eunepzemuxu  Kiposozpaowunu na  Xepconwuni:
«Haiisaxcue 6yno bauumu, wo mam opku Hapoounuy (Energy
workers of Kirovohrad Oblast in Kherson Oblast: “The most
difficult thing was to see what the orcs did there”)
(https://pershakr.ug, January 03, 2023); 3doxnims, opku — «3a
Binnuyro», «3a Mukonaiey: 3CY 2iono eionoginu pawucmam 3a
pakemu no yusitenux (Die, orcs — “For Vinnytsia', “For
Mykolaiv”: the Armed Forces of Ukraine responded with dignity
to the Russians for firing missiles at civilians) (headline)
(https:/iwww.5.ua, Jduly 15, 2022). Most headlines-quotes
convey an adequate verbal reaction to the bombing of cities, the
destruction of civilian infrastructure, resulting in the deaths of
the civilian population, including children. It seems interesting to
use the analyzed metaphorically designed noun in the topic of
transportation, which gives the text an ironic-sarcastic sound,
predicts the content of the publication and conveys its negative

tone, for example: Opku e3s1u kéumku na excnpec 0o nekia
(Orcs took tickets for the express to hell) (headling)
(https://gazeta.ua, August 30, 2023). In order to express hatred
towards the Russian aggressors, their cynicism and cowardice, as
well as to raise the spirits of the Ukrainian readership, journalists
use substandard, in particular, obscene language, which
complements the metaphorical context: Yepsono-uopruii
Buseonvnuu Ilpanop Yipainu 3 Tpusyba we epanyi 26.10.2022
sipeanu cenapawru. Ilesno, wo6 oprku He obicpaiuch 6i0
IIpanopy VIIA! (The Red and Black Liberation Flag of Ukraine
was torn from Trident on the morning of October 26, 2022 by
separatists. Probably, so that the orcs would not be pissed off by
the UPA Flag!) (https://porokhivnytsya.com.ua, November 1,
2022).

We come across a complex nomination, which negatively
characterizes the Russian invaders, in the sentence Mu nosunni
oyucmumu  8i0 POCiliCbKUX OpKo-O0MIACI6 C65MY YKPAIHCLKY
semnio! (We must cleanse the holy Ukrainian land of russian orc-
hobos!) (https://glavcom.ua, June 03, 2022). A peculiar effect of
contrast is created by the phrase “holy Ukrainian land”, which
awakens feglings of patriotism and gives confidence in victory.

Quantitative limitation is revealed by using the metaphor opxu
(orcs) for IT specialists who tried to penetrate into the operation
of computer systems. Attested with such a semantic nuance, the
secondary nomination functions with substandard vocabulary,
which, although it vulgarizes the text, does not provoke the
reader's condemnation, but on the contrary increases sarcasm,
conveys hatred for everything hostile-russian: «I'opims y nexni,
cpani opku! IIpocmo eopime y nekni, meapioku! Bascaio eam
sanuwumucs 6e3 ymoéony nazaexncou 00 KiHys eawux OHig!
Bupooxu!ly, — emoyitino eidpeacysas na amaxy Xxaxepie
komenmamop mamuy Yenvc — Vipaina Bikmop Bayko (“Burnin
hell, you shitty orcs! Just burn in hell you critters! | wish you to
stay without football forever for the rest of your days! Freaks!!”,
— the commentator of the match Wales - Ukraine Victor Watsko
emotionally reacted to the hacker attack)
(https://bigkyiv.com.ua, June 05, 2022). In view of the
insignificant frequency of the functiona manifestation, the
singular metaphor opx (orc) for the head of the russian federation
belongs to the linguistic periphery: Hawi oo6aecni ¢oinu daromo
2IOHY 8IOCIY POCISHAM, SIKUX 6JiCe NOKAANU HA NOAL 6010 Maudice
104 mucsui. I'onosnuil opk nymin ne 36axcac Ha 6eIuKi 6mpamu
1t kuoae na gipny 3aeubens nogi nonuuwa (Our valiant warriors
give a worthy rebuff to the russians, who have aready killed
almost 104 thousand on the battlefield. Main orc putin ignores
heavy losses and throws new hordes to certain death)
(http://pvisti.info, December 29, 2022).

Disgust and hatred are caused by the secondary nomination
30m6i (zombies) used in the mass media, which describes russian
occupiers, deprived of human likeness and the ability to think on
the narrative imposed on them about the need to destroy the
Banderites invented by them, who allegedly discriminate against
the Russian-speaking part of the population of Ukraine or even
threaten russia: Besoywni 30m0i: 3’6unocs 6ideo onumyeamHs
pocisan npo Byuancoky mpazeoio (Heartless zombies: a video of
a survey of russians about the Bucha tragedy appeared)
(headline) (https://apostrophe.ua, April 04, 2022); 3omo6i, sxi
ymanu, wo «pamyome» Hac, — Jaikap 3 Mapiynons npo
pociicekux okynanmie (Zombies who thought they were
“saving” us — a doctor from Mariupol about russian occupiers)
(headline) (https://24tv.ua, July 31, 2022). According to our
soldiers, the enemies, especially the mercenaries of the “Vagner”
PMC, often go on the offensive under the influence of narcotic
substances, which neutralizes their instinct for self-preservation:
Cynymo xmapoio 30mbi. Biticbkosuii onyonikyeas ceidice 6ioeo
nacmyny pocisn na Coneoap (Zombies are pushing as a cloud.
The military published afresh video of the russians' offensive on
Soledar) (headline) (https://www.nta.ua, January 12, 2023). We
come across the analyzed lexeme in publications not only about
the military, but also about the majority of russian citizens who
are in an information vacuum and do not know the whole truth
about the war in Ukraine. Russians do not even try to make an
effort to objectively assess the situation, they believe the fictions
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of putin, his entourage and propaganda television channels: Sk iz
pocian 3pobunu 30m0i i womy 3 Humu mapno 2oeopumu (How
Russians were made into zombies and why it is useless to talk to
them) (headline) (https://kp.ua, March 07, 2022); Pocisnu —
dyace Odezpadosana Kacma. Lle 30MOi, NCUXIYHO HEHOPMANbHI
moou, kocmiune cmimmsa (Russians are a very degraded caste.
These are zombies, mentally abnormal people, space debris)
(https://gordonua.com, October 24, 2022). In the second
sentence, the effect of expression is also achieved thanks to the
use of several metaphorically designed secondary names that
implement the stylistic technique of gradation.

The field of mythomorphic metaphors includes the lexeme ipoou
(Herods), which is semantically close to the nominations orcs
and zombies, usually presented in contexts about the atrocities of
the occupying forces: Pociticoki ipodu erawmysanu icmepuxy ...
(Russian Herods threw a tantrum...) (https://gazetaua, May 05,
2022). It implements shades of contempt, anger, condemnation
of the russian military. The same communicative and pragmatic
potential is demonstrated by this nomination, designating the
head of russian federation: I7ymin — ipoo XXI cmorimms (Putin —
Herod of the 21st century) (headline) (https://df.news, January
12, 2023). Its functional equivalent is a two-component
metaphor eunzodox camanu (Satan's offspring), which aso
conveys a negative attitude towards the russian president:
Bunnoook camanu nymin — HuHi Hatlo2UOHIWA, HAUNPOKIAMIWA
icmoma Ha naawemi, 60 PO3NAIUE HECNPOBOKOBAHY GIlIHY NPOMU
Vkpainu, 6esxapno cie cmepmo i pospyx (putin, offspring of
Satan, is currently the most disgusting, cursed being on the
planet, because he started an unprovoked war against Ukraine,
sows death and destruction with impunity) (http://pvisti.info,
March 23, 2023).

The connotative shade is revealed by the word opoa (horde),
which, in addition to the meaning of “occupational army”,
contains an indication of a large number of limited, vile, cruel
people whose goal is to cause suffering to others. The formation
of such an image of the invaders is connected with the behavior
of the enemies, in particular, their arrogance, desire to destroy
everything, kill people and at the same time feel impunity. The
lexeme opoa not only indicates the scale of the army, but also
evokes associations with the danger that threatens Ukrainians: ¥V
HacmynHi  OHI  OCKAJCEHINA  pPOCilicbka 0pod  HAMA2anacs
npopsamucs y micmo na imwux nanpsamkax (In the following
days, the maddened russian horde tried to break into the city
from other directions) (https://horodok.city, March 14, 2022). In
this sentence, negative semantics is also provided by the
subordinate lexeme ockaorcenina (maddened), which expresses
the aggressiveness and treachery of the occupiers.

The modeling of behavioral stereotypes of the enemy army
involves verbs that not only contribute to the creation of an
objective image of the invaders and point to the evil, terror, and
violence associated with them, but also help to form in the minds
of readers an aversion to the occupiers, cause anger, indignation,
as well as emotionaly fill the text: Opxu obuucmunu 6anxu:
OHinposcokull  pomozcpagh nokasas spyunosanuti Kyn’sncek
(Orcs cleaned the banks: a Dnipro photographer showed the
destroyed Kupyansk) (headline) (https://nashemisto.dp.ua,
October 06, 2022); ¥V Mexrimononi okynawmu «oGuucmuiuy
byoiento nedynieepcumemy 0N OONAUIMYBAHHA MAM KaA3apmu
(In Mélitopol, the occupiers “cleared” the building of the
pedagogical university in order to set up barracks there)
(headline)  (https://gazetaua, June 24, 2022); «3100ii,
oywoeyouly: Hina Mamsicnko posnogina, AK Kaoupieyi
«obuucmunuy xeapmupy it cecmpu 6 byui (“Thieves,
murderers!”:  Nina Matvienko told how the Kadyrivites
“cleaned” her sister's apartment in Bucha) (headline)
(https://tabloid.pravda.com.ua, April 12, 2022); Opxku € opku: y
3anopisekitl obnacmi oKynanmu NOYYRUIU My3el0 Mapmyposuil
yuimasz (Orcs are orcs: in the Zaporizhzhia region, the occupiers
stole the museum's marble toilet) (headline)
(https://www.volyn.com.ua, March 14, 2022); Oxynanmu
Kpaoymu wiKapnemku 8 yKpaiHCbKux 3axXUCHUKI@ ma « noaioms»
na ixwitt amepuxancoxkuti kamygusoc (Occupiers steal socks
from Ukrainian defenders and “hunt” for their American

camouflage)  (headline).  Oxynamwmu  «nomoromey  3a
wikapnemkamu, sxi euoaroms eoinam 3CY (The occupiers are
“hunting” for socks issued to soldiers of the Ukrainian Armed
Forces) (https://2plus2.ua, July 09, 2022). In addition,
metaphorically used lexemes make it possible to more vividly
describe the failures of the invaders. Ilieoennui gponm:
POCIUCLKI  OKYRaHmMu npoeanuiu wmypm nio 3anopisxcocam
(Southern Front: Russian invaders failed the assault near
Zaporizhzhia) (headling) (https:.//gazeta.ua, August 18, 2022).
The contextual unusualness of the functioning of words of the
analyzed variety, which contribute to the conversation nature of
the texts and at the same time serve as a means of emphasizing
sarcasm, is evidenced by frequent use of quotation marks in
them.

Media journalists resort to metaphors, presenting not only the
behavioral characteristics of the russian military and the head of
kremlin, but also describing the pro-government leadership of
the aggressor state. Such a functional potential is revealed by the
word 6aiixap, interpreted in the dictionary as “compiler, author
of fables’ [1, p. 56], and used in newspaper journalism to refer
to russian politicians who produce various fakes. Moorcnuso,
cnpasa e MiNbKU 6 KPeMIiBCbKUX OauKkapsx, a i y camomy
pociiicokomy Hapooosi... (Maybe it's not only the kremlin
hawks, but aso the russian people themselves..)
(https://armyinform.com.ua, August 17, 2022).

The corpus of the research material is formed by sentences in
which several linguistic units are aimed at the realization of
negative coloration and expression. For example, in the structure
Tooc mHe 3po3ymino, uOMy 3a Hac KpOBONPOAUMHOL GiliHu
POCIliCbKULl HApOO 13 3A0080J1EHHAM NO2IUHAE [HPOPMAYiliHI
nomui, AKi iM n0OaMe y NOCMIUHUX 36€0eHHSX 810 MIHOOOPOHU
epedpii... (Therefore, it is not clear why, during the bloody war,
the Russian people are happy to absorb the informational slop
that is presented to them in constant summaries from the
Ministry of Defense of the Erefiya..) (https://armyinform.c
om.ua, August 17, 2022), except for the secondary nomination
ingpopmayiuni nomui  (information slop), the abbreviated
derivative erephia is used, which implements the tone of
colloquialism. The use of several secondary nominations creates
the effect of stringing together and gives the statements an
ironic-sarcastic sound: pocis — ipocasa 6enzoxononka, it apmis —
eapmamue m’s1¢o, KOMaHOY8anHs — i0iomu, — 0Cb W0 HACNPasoi
BIOKPUNIOCS  83AMIH  2YYHUX 3dA8: «Opyed apmis Cimyy,
«modicemo nosmopumuy, «Kuie 3a mpu oniy (russia is a rusty
gas station, its army is cannon fodder, the command is idiots,
this is what actually opened up instead of loud statements: “the
second army of the world”, “we can repeat”, “Kyiv in three
days’) (http://pvisti.info, January 05, 2023). Such constructions
prove that stylistically colored vocabulary is a powerful
journalistic tool that not only emphasizes the text, but also exerts
a communicative influence on the reader. Materia containing
evaluative verbal markers is distinctly different from “dry” news
content, attracts and interests the reader.

Among the expressve means of speech, we define an
anthropomorphic metaphor as a tendency, the focus of which is
on attributing actions, signs, and characteristics, inherent in a
person, to war. War as aliving being is verbally presented in the
following sentences: Bitina écmynuna 6 nogy ¢hasy — 2onoea
esponeticoroi ounromamii (The war has entered a new phase —
the head of European diplomacy) (headline). B o6oponnomy
gioomemei €C eusnavuiu mpu pasu eitinu 6 Ykpaini i 3apas
sona zaxooums y enyxuti kym (The EU Ministry of Defense
identified three phases of the war in Ukraine, and now it is
reaching a dead end) (https.//www.radiosvoboda.org, February
01, 2023); 3acmynnuk navanonuxa I'VP cmeepodicye, wo 6iina
Vipaini cunvno eucnasxcuna pociticoxy apmito (The deputy head
of the GUR claims that the war in Ukraine has greatly exhausted
the russian army) (https://www.radiosvoboda.org, December 18,
2022). The image of war as a cynica killer is repeatedly in the
field of view of journalists: Mu 6io6yoyemo dopoeu, 6younxu,
meampu, NiKapui i nam smHuku. Ane Mu He 3MOHCEMO OXHCUBUMU
mux, koeo ebuna ys eiuna (We will rebuild roads, houses,
theaters, hospitals and monuments. But we will not be able to
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revive those who were killed by this war) (https://www.bbc.com,
April 06, 2022); «lln knama sitina 3a0upac HAUKpAwuxy»: 00
cim’i npuide 6 domosuni bamvko 080x Oimeil i3 PisHenwunu
(“This cursed war takes away the best”: the father of two
children from the Rivne region will come to the family home in
a coffin) (headling) (https://www.volyn.com.ua, May 13, 2023).
War can radically change peopl€e's lives: Cyuacna sitina namac
yei emepeomunu (Modern war breaks all stereotypes) (headline)
(https://espreso.tv, January 30, 2023); Cnpasu nixapis. Ak sitna
aamae Ooni i 3minioe xcumms meoukis ¢ Yxpaini (Doctors
affairs. How war breaks destinies and changes the lives of
doctors in Ukraine) (headline) (https.//www.rbc.ua, September
14, 2022). Metaphorical nominations from the conceptua sphere
of the externa or internal world of man are often used as the
object of creating an apt expression — first of al, these concepts
are markers of zope, 6ine, civosu (grief, pain, tears), etc.: Biiua.
Taxe manenvke cnogo. I mak 6azamo 2ops eono nece (\War. Such
a smal word. And it carries so much grief) (headline)
(https:/iwww.ukrinform.ua, August 14, 2022); Bitina npunocums
3a coboio Kkpoe, pospyxy i Ginb 6i0 empam. Hoe xpainoio,
sanuwaiowy no cobi cmpawni cniou, 6onicui i nezsopomni (War
brings with it blood, destruction and pain from losses. It walks
across the country, leaving terrible traces, painful and
irreversible) (https://www.bbc.com, April 06, 2022). Some
secondary nominations of the war are based on its comparison
with certain objects, which gives grounds to talk about an
artifactual metaphor: I[s sitina cmana epascarouoio éimpunoio
siticbkosuX 37104uUni6 pociticbkux azpecopis (This war became an
impressive showcase of the war crimes of the russian aggressors)
(headline) (https://www.ukrinform.ua, March 14, 2022).

Against the background of the war, the media present an image
of russia, for which they often attract secondary nominations.
Looting and theft by the russian invaders of things that are not of
great value in the imagination of Ukrainians became an external
factor of attracting to communication lexemes with a sarcastic
tone, among which there are occasiona linguistic units: I7Tooonax
Hazeas npuuunu nopasku P® y eiiini: « “Besynimasna” imnepis
nionucana cobi cmepmuuil éupoxy (Podolyak named the reasons
for the defeat of the Russian Federation in the war: “The
“toiletless” empire signed itself a mortal verdict”) (headline).
«Ilcmopuuna nozika Hesbnazanna. Tiei mumi, Koau nepuwuil
conoam nepeiuios Kopoonw Ykpainu, ousna ‘“Gesymimasna’
iMnepisi nionucanra cobi CMepmHULl BUPOK», — 3A3HAYUUE GiH
(“Historical logic is inexorable. The moment the first soldier
crossed the border of Ukraine, the strange “toiletless’ empire
signed its own death sentence”, he noted) (https://gazeta.ua, July
14, 2022). In newspaper publications, journalists resort to the
construction of statements in which russia serves as a marker of
the occupiers, which gives reason to consider such language
units as metonymic transfers. Together with them, lexemes
denoting actions, processes, states, signs, etc., which are
traditionally attributed to individuals, often function: pocis ne
Mae cun 0N HACMYWY O 6Cill JiHii poHmy i OKonyemvcs
nobauzy Kpumy — eiticerosi (russia does not have the forces to
attack along the entire front line and is entrenched near Crimea —
military) (headline) (https://www .ukrinform.ua, April 04, 2023);
Pocis ne mac pesepgie 015 nocunenns 0cHoHOI pazu nacmyny
na Jlyeanwuni — 1SW (Russia has no reserves to strengthen the
main phase of the offensive in Luhansk region — |SW) (headline)
(https://www.pravda.com.ua, February 20, 2023); Pocis ne
3Mo0dce nosmopumu HACmyn 6 cmuni 24 momoeo: exkcnepm
30usyeas eucnoskamu (Russia will not be able to repeat the
offensive in the style of February 24: the expert surprised with
the conclusions) (headline) (https:.//www.unian.ua, February 04,
2023); Jlozika xuscaka. Yomy Pocis namazaemovcs snuwumu
Vkpainy? (Predator logic. Why is Russia trying to destroy
Ukraine?) (headline) (https://www.radiosvoboda.org, November
26, 2022); Pocis niona i yunivna: 3a 4omupu OHI OKYNanmu
6ounu 16 ykpaincokux oimeu (Russiais vile and cynical: in four
days, the occupiers killed 16 Ukrainian children)
(https://konkurent.ua, February 28, 2022); IIpo sxi nepecosopu
moea? Ha ymoeax Pocii? Tenep, xoau 6ona po3sseuna nawexy
He nuwe na eecv Cxio, a i Ha eecw Ilisoenv adxc 0o Odewgunu?
What negotiations are we talking about? On the terms of Russia?
Now, when it opened its mouth not only to the entire East, but

also to the entire South up to Odeshchyna? (https://glavcom.ua,
August 04, 2022). The presented constructions are full of
emotional value, which is amed at the implementation of
conversational units and lexemes that serve as a means of
expressing linguistic aggression. Although their operation
violates the principles of media journalism, it vividly conveys
the image of a terrorist country formed in the minds of
Ukrainians. When informing about the fact that putin, giving
orders to shell Ukrainian cities with missiles, at the same time
speaks of russids good intentions to maintain friendly relations
with other countries, journalists resort to imagery. The aggressor
state appears as a person with a mental illness or a generally
unhealthy being in need of medical intervention: Ilcuxiuno
xeopa Oepoicasa. Ilpo Hosy Konyenyiro 308HiuHbOI noTimuku
P® (Mentally ill state. About the new Concept of foreign policy
of the Russian Federation) (title). Ilo cymi, yxearenns yvozo
JoKymeHmy niomeepodcye 0iacHo3 ncuxiynoeo pos3nady Pocii,
wo noednye 06i necymicni manii — nepecnioyeanns ma éeauyi (In
essence, the adoption of this document confirms the diagnosis of
Russias mental disorder, which combines two incompatible
manias — persecution and greatness) (https://glavcom.ua, April
01, 2023); Pocis xeopa. € edunuii cnoci6 ii eunikyéamu (Russia
is sick. There is only one way to cure it) (headline)
(https://news.obozrevatel.com, May 10, 2023). In contexts close
in terms of semantics, the phrase russian society functions as an
equivalent of the nomination russia: Vkpainyi 36epescymo
YUuBinizoeamicms, a pocilicbke CYCRIIbCMBO  3ATUWUMbCS
ckanivenum na noxoninns (Ukrainians will preserve civilization,
and Russian society will remain crippled for generations)
(https://zn.ua, July 16, 2022). The analyzed corpus of factual
material proves that the emphasis on the personified image of the
russian federation is often made in headline complexes.

In modern media sources, the image of russiais described in the
context of its decline, the fal in the pace of economic
development, the deterioration of the living standards of the
population of this country: Amakyiouu Vkpainy, Pocis 3nuwume
yce, woeo docsaena 3a munyni 25 pokie — sgepnenns Ipesudenma
Bonooumupa 3enencerozo (Attacking Ukraine, Russia will
destroy everything it has achieved in the past 25 years — address
of President Volodymyr Zeenskyi) (headline) (https./
www.president.gov.ua, March 18, 2022); Aze nasimo i3 makum
«3anacom miynocmi» ekonomixka Pocii edce nouunac ousosuichi
manopu na oo (But even with such a “safety margin”, Russias
economy is aready beginning a surprising journey to the
bottom) (https://gazeta.ua, July 14, 2022).

In journalistic texts, we observe metaphors related to military
equipment and weapons. — bokosum 30pom s nobauus my
CMEpMOHOCHY — WIMYKY — CIpo20  KObOpY, KPUKHYE  CBOIM:
«llosimps!y — i enas ma semiuro, 6xce 6iouyearouu, K Milo
npowueaioms ockoaxu, — seadye Braoucnae (— | saw that deadly
gray thing with my side vision, shouted to mine: “Air!” — and
fell to the ground, already feeling how the body was pierced by
fragments, — recalls Vladyslav) (https.//www.slk.kh.ua, February
1, 2023); 30-mi eapmamu neexo npowwuearu BMII-1. ... [
«I'paouy na nac reminu... (30th guns easily pierced the BMP-1.
... And “Hrads’ flew at us...) (https://Jumolodakyiv.ua, June 13,
2022); Ha niocmynax 0o Baxmyma 80podxici cHapsaou ia2aiomo
Odedani Oaudicue 6i0 nosuyiti. 3CY, eopoe npomayye niniio
oboponu, axy mym mpumaioms npuxopoonnuxu (On  the
approaches to Bakhmut, enemy shells are faling closer and
closer to the positions of the Ukrainian Armed Forces, the
enemy is probing the defense line, which is held here by border
guards) (https://www.unian.ua, April 08, 2023). Metaphorically
used attributive units take part in the modeling of statements,
with the help of which media people try to figuratively inform
about the destroyed equipment: Ha Xepconwuni 3CY 3ginbhunu
ceno: 6i0 pawcmis 3anuwunacs auwe «mepmeay mexnika (In
the Kherson region, the Armed Forces of Ukraine liberated a
village: only “dead” equipment remained from the rioters)
(https://konkurent.ua, July 11, 2022); Mopnixu noxazanu
enonvosanuil 3i «Cmyenuy pociticorkuti mank (Marines showed a
Russian  tank  captured from  Stugna)  (headline)
(https://www.pravda.com.ua, April 24, 2022). A specia
comment is needed on the title «/'apno nadac newucms! Tpu
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ipancoki Oponu okynamwmis sionpasuiu ¢ nexio'» (“The evil is
falling beautifully! Three Iranian drones sent the occupiers to
hell!”) (https://tsn.ua, October 07, 2022), in which the
metaphorical nomination rneuucms (evil) and the euphemism
sionpasunu ¢ nexno (sent to hell) are used. It is important to add
that in the dictionary, the figurative meaning of the lexeme
neuucms IS interpreted as “3. figurative. Animals, insects, etc.,
that cause in a person disgust, unpleasant feelings, etc.
4. figurative, despised. Unworthy, worthless people, mostly
enemies who cause contempt” [1, p. 784]. Such an explanation
makes it possible to assert the use of this word to refer to
creatures. Traditionaly, for the names of creatures, the
compound sionpasumu ¢ nexzo (send to hell) is used. Instead, in
the selected sentence, the analyzed linguistic units nominate the
subject.

In newspaper journalism of 2022-early 2023, we find
metaphorically used lexemes in texts about the bravery and
courage of Ukrainian fighters. Usually, such articles are about
the destruction of Russian, less often Belarusian enemies and
their equipment, the description of which includes lexemes from
the culinary and gastronomic sphere: 3CY «niocmasicunu» nonao
nie mucsaui okynanmie 3a 000y, — I'enuuma6 (the Armed Forces
“fried” more than half a thousand occupiers in a day, — General
Staff) (headline) (https://novyny.live, May 06, 2023); 3amicmo
wawiiuka — NiOCMaxceni OKynawmu: y Jie6o pociaH 6ins
Menimonons 3asimana sckpasa «6asosnay (Instead of barbecue,
the occupiers are toasted: a bright “bavovna’? visited the den of
Russians near Melitopol) (headline) (https://24tv.ua, May 01,
2023); Hecanmuuxu 46-i 6pueadu npocmMadicuiu pociticbKux
oxynanmie (Paratroopers of the 46th brigade roasted the Russian
invaders) (headline) (https://www.armyfm.com.ua, February 03,
2023);  «llepemeopumo ix nma  Oepynu!»  Bonuncexi
mepoboponieyi noxkazanu, SAK 20MYIOmbCsi 00 HACMYNY 3
bBinopyci (“We will turn them into rags!” The Volyn armed
forces showed how they are preparing for an offensive from
Belarus) (headline) (https:.//konkurent.ua, July 21, 2022). In
addition to the analyzed verbs, verbs of other thematic groups,
including neoderivatives, have undergone metaphorization. For
example, with the meaning of 'kill, destroy’, the lexemes kracmu,
npopioumu, nakpumu (t0 put, thin out, cover) are used, as well
as a stable compound cmepmu ¢ nonin (erase into ashes): 3CY
«K1a0ymbvy okynanwmie commuamu. I'enuimad nooinusca ceisgcumu
danumu empam Pocii ¢ Ykpaini (the Armed Forces of Ukraine
“put” the invaders by the hundreds: the General Staff shared the
latest data on Russias losses in Ukraine) (headline)
(https://www.unian. ua, December 24, 2022); Vkpaincoxi 6oinu
Ha NiGOHI 00Opsye NPopiousU psAOU POCIUCLKUX 3a2apOHUKIE ma
smycunu eopoza mikamu. OKynanmu 3a60aiu agiayitinux yoapie
ma eenu macmynanvhi 60i nenooanixk Binoeipku (UKrainian
soldiers in the south successfully thinned out the ranks of the
Russian invaders and forced the enemy to flee. The occupiers
launched airstrikes and conducted offensive battles near
Biloghirka) (https://gazetaua, August 22, 2022); Cmepau &
nonin: nio Baxmymom 3CY wuaxpunu 3 nimeyvkoi CAY 3acin
«kaoupieyiey (Erased to ashes: near Bakhmut, the Armed Forces
of Ukraine covered a detachment of “Kadyrivetzs’ from German
self-propelled guns) (headling)  (https://www.stopcor.org,
October 27, 2022). Sporadically in the titles of journalistic texts,
the new predicate sampogheimu (to win as trophies) is recorded
in the sense of “we took away enemy equipment”. Boinu
aveiscokoi TpO posnoginu, aK 3a6058KU POCIUCOKUM OPOHAM
sampogpeinu eopooici manxu (Soldiers of the Lviv Territoria
Defense told how, thanks to Russian drones, they won enemy
tanks as trophies) (headline) (https://zahid.espreso.tv, November
17, 2022).

The role of functiona equivalents of the preceding verbs is
performed by metaphors-euphemisms such as sionpasuru ¢
nexno (sent to hell), used instead of the usua predicates killed,
liquidated, destroyed: 3CV 3a 006y sionpasunu 6 nekno uumany
napmiio pociticokux oxynanmis (the Armed Forces of Ukraine
sent a large batch of Russian occupiers to hell in a day)

2 In Ukrainian military slang which emerged during current Russian-Ukrainian war,
the word “bavovna’ means explosion

(headline) (https.//www.unian.ua, May 05, 2023). The aptness of
the expression, the realization of a shade of irony and a negative
color is ensured by the phrase saxoncepsosani pawucmu
(preserved rashists), which denotes enemies who, being in a
tank, sank in the river: Ha mepumopii Mencokoi epomadu na
Yepniziguuni 3 piuku eumsenu 06a pociiicbKi maHku i n'smvox
«3zaxoncepsosanuxy mam oxynanmis (On the territory of Menska
community in Chernihiv Oblast, two russian tanks and five
“conserved” occupiers were pulled out of the river)
(https://konkurent.ua, July 08, 2022). In the title sentence
«Cnonensiioms mep3omyy: 6iilyi 601UHCLKOI Opueadu noxasanu
noee sioeo (They destroy the abomination: the fighters of the
Volyn brigade showed a new video) (https://konkurent.ua, July
15, 2022), in addition to the metaphorically presented verb, the
lexeme of abomination is used to denote a vile, unworthy person
and his behavior, actions, deeds [1, p. 660]. It nominates the
russian invaders in general terms, elaborates the statement, gives
it expressiveness.

In the descriptions of the elimination of the occupiers, journalists
often use metaphorical epithets, using them with the opposite
meaning, which contributes to the expression of irony: «lapsui
Houi 01 okynaumisey: cneynpusnavenyi CBY posnosinu, ckinoku
yineu snuwunu 3a micsyw (“Hot nights for the occupiers’: special
forces of the SBU told how many targets were destroyed in a
month) (headline) (https://donpatriot.news, April 19, 2023);
Iiopo3oinu Tepoboponu na Kuiswuni erawmyeanu npugimmy
3ycmpiy pociticokum oxynanmam. Hawi 3axucnuxu 3nuwyuiu
n’ams 0OUHUYbL B0PONHCOI MeXHiKU, a ix ocobosutl cKiad 6io
OMpUMano2o 3a2apy Oiibue He 3aX0mis nosepmamucs 0000My
(Teroborona in the Kyiv region gave the occupiers a warm
welcome (headline). Teroborona units in the Kyiv region
arranged a friendly meeting for the Russian occupiers. Our
defenders destroyed five units of enemy equipment, and their
personnel did not want to return home due to the sunburn they
received) (https://glavcom.ua, March 31, 2022). The same
stylistic effect is realized by predicatively used adverbs: Ha
3anopixcoci OKYnammam eapsaue: Mmicyesi orcument
nogidomnsroms npo uucaenni éudyxu (In Zaporozhye region, the
occupiers feel hot: local residents report numerous explosions)
(headline)  (https://mig.com.ua, May 10, 2023); Ha
Xepconcvkomy nanpsmky 3apas oyoce cnekomio, — Bpamuyx (It
is very hot in the Kherson direction right now, — Bratchuk)
(headline) (https://24tv.ua, September 04, 2022); V mumuacoso
oKynosanomy micmi 6dice Kinbka OHi@ «cnexomnoy. Cbo2oOHi
epanyi mam npozpumiru nosi eubyx (It has been “hot” for
severa days in the temporarily occupied city. There were new
explosions this morning) (https://www.unian.ua, May 13, 2023).

4 Conclusion

Thus, journalism of the beginning of the 21st century is
distinguished by an extensive system of expressive means that
perform not only an informative role, but also implement a
number of communicative strategies and pragmatic-intentional
tasks. Among the linguistic units involved in the verbalization of
thought, metaphors occupy a prominent place. Their differential
features include reinterpretation of well-known images and
concepts based on associative connections, transmission of
hidden meaning, evaluation, emotional and expressive coloring,
often going beyond the canons of newspaper journalism,
sometimes “shaking” stylistic boundaries. In the Ukrainian
media discourse of 2022-2023, metaphorically used lexemes of
different thematic range are presented, the emergence of which
is based on stereotypes of the perception of modern redlity, in
particular, military actions in Ukraine. A significant group
consists of secondary names of enemies and the president of
russia. An important role in their marking belongs to nouns — the
names of animals and mythical and mythological creatures that
form groups of zoomorphic and mythomorphic metaphors,
respectively. Expressing the meanness, cynicism, cruelty, and
callousness of the occupiers, such words evoke in the reader
disgust, anger, condemnation, and hatred for everything
connected with the terrorist state. In order to strengthen the
negative coloration, attributive, in particular occasiona, units
function alongside them, which give the texts an ironic-sarcastic
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sound, give them conversational nature, sometimes even
vulgarize them. The use of several metaphoricaly designed
secondary names implementing the stylistic technique of
gradation is aimed at achieving this goal. The modeling of
behavioral stereotypes of the enemy army involves verbs that not
only contribute to the creation of an objective image of the
invaders, pointing to the evil, terror, and violence associated
with them, but also convey irony and sarcasm. Among the words
of this part-language class, colloquial forms dominate, which
serve as a powerful journalistic tool and exert a communicative
influence on the reader. Expressive means of linguistic
aggression include anthropomorphic metaphors built on the
attribution of human actions, signs, and characteristics to war
and russia. Metaphorization related to military equipment and
weapons is prominent in journdistic texts. Secondary
nominations are characterized by originality and expression,
their formal representatives are lexemes of the culinary and
gastronomic sphere, presented in publications about the
destruction of russian, less often Belarusian enemies and their
equipment.

The perspective of the research is the description of positively
evaluativing metaphors in media texts about the war in Ukraine.
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